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PREFACE. 



In the course of a social evening'a conversa- 
tion, I beard that eminent Chmtian philoso- 
phy, Dr. Chalmers, make some instructive 
remarks to the following effect: 

"The historical evidences of Christianity 
are abundantly sufBdeat to satisfy the scru- 
tiny of the learned, and th^ are within the 
reach of all well educated persons. But the 
internal evidences of the truth have a still 
wider influence, lor they are open and intel- 
Ugible to every sincere enquirer. Every man 
who reads the Bible with attention, and ob- 
serves the value and excellence of the book — 
every man who compares what it says of man- 
kind with his own experience, and marks the 
fitness of its migh^ scheme of doctrine to 
his own spiritual need as a sinner in the 
ught of God — is furnished with practical 
proof of the divine origin of our religion. 
I love this evidence; I call it the portable 
evidence of Christianity." 

" :Xoo-;lc 



My object, in this little volume, is to de- 
velop these views; and I trust no apology is 
required for my adopting the term by which 
Dr. Chalmers so happUy distinguished his 
favorite kind of evidence. The Bible is a 
portable book, and the Christian whether at 
home or on a journey, ought always to keep 
it within his reach, and make use of it as his 
d^y companion. Again — whatsoever he our 
place 01 drcumstances, we all carry about with 
us a knowledge of our own experience. 

The subject n&turally divides itself into 
two parts. In the first place, the Bible, 
consideied alone, afibrds in the purity, dig- 
nity, harmony, and practical importance, of 
its contents, sufficient evidences of its own 
dirine origin. And secondly, the accordance 
of the truths revealed in Scripture, with what 
we know in ourselves, and observe in the 
worid around us, and more especially the 
adaptation of the gospel of Christ to the 
condition of £dlen man, supplies us with a 
further conclusive proof, that the Creator and 
moral Governor of the Universe, is the Au- 
thor of the Bible. 

While multitudes, in the present day, even 
among the working dasses of society, are ob- 
tuning some acquaintuice with useful science, 



it is most desirable that as lar as possible, 
they should be instructed also in the eviden- 
ces of Christianity. Even those of a critical 
and historical nature, might without much 
difficulty be made far more familiar to persons 
of little education, than they are at present; 
and the more they are examined, the more 
dearly will it be discovered that Christianity 
in its original and purely scriptural form, rests 
upon a basis wtiidi can never be shaken. 

In the mean time I trust it will not be 
useless to invite the attention of the Public 
to some of those proofe of the truth of our 
holy religion, which lie immediately before 
us, and which, where the Bible is freely dt- 
culated, are within the teach of every serious 
and reflecting mind. 

I cannot however satisfactorily enter upon 
my argument, without premising one general 
remark. Although in a day so marked as 
the present by unsettled and floating opinions, 
it is peculiarly desirable that Christians should 
be able to give a reason — and even many rea- 
sons — for the hope which is in them, it must 
not be inferred from hence, that the religion 
of Jesus stands in need of apology or defence- 
While its advocates are at all times ready to 
state the reasons of their unalterable convic- 
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tiom, they by no means inteod to give coun- 
tenance to the notion that the truth of Chris- 
tianity is debatable ground. 

As the esistence and moial government 
of the Deity are truths whidi bear with a 
native and resistless force on eveiy candid 
mind, and need no arguments to prove them, 
so the unparalleled goodness of Christianity 
at once impresses us with its truth. 1 
conceive it to be a first principle in morals, 
wrought by the hand of God into our veiy 
nature, and requiring no- other evidence of 
its reality, that what is good, is true. 

The real source of the proneness of man 
to reject revealed religion, is to be found 
in those propensities of the heart which 
are opposed to all goodness. Corrupt and 
rebellious as we are, we shrink from the 
piercing rays of the Sun of Righteousness. 
We cannot bear to have our inclinations 
thwarted, our passions subdued, our inde- 
pendence led captive, and our pride levelled 
with the dust. "This is the condemnation, 
that light is come into the world, and men lov- 
ed dariuiess rather than light because their 
deeds were evil." ' 

1 John iu, 19. 

u,3,,zMn, Google 
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THE BIBLE CONSIDERED ALONE. 

In endeavoiiriDg to unfold " the portable evi- 
dence of Christianity," it will be well for us 
in the first instance, to consider the Bible as 
the single object of our attention, and to take 
a brief view of its native, inherent, claim to 
divine authority. Were that sacred volume 
moie of a daily companitm and intimate friend 
to us — did the words which it contains dwell 
in our hearts — did we " bind " them " for a _ 
sign" upon our hands, and as "frontlets" be- 
tween our eyes — our lingering doubts respect- 
ing Chriatianity and its doctrines, would soon 
fade away. Not a trace of them would be 
left to mar our peace or to interrupt our com- 
munion with God. 

It ought however to be premised, that if 
we bring to the investigation of Scriptuie a 
haughty and self-sufficient spirit, we snail be 
little likely to form a just estimate of its con- 
tents. It is a marked and peculiar feature 
of the Christian system, — and one which 
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Strongly indicates the wisdom of its Contriver 
— that God hides the aecreta of hia love from 
" the wise and prudent " (that is from those 
who account themselves such) and reveals 
them unto "babes."' "The meek will he 
guide in judgment; and the meek will he 
teach his waj."' Let the humble man study 
the Scriptures in the remembrance of liis own 
ignorance. Let him, as a matter of course, 
expect difficulties — knots which he cannot 
untie — just as every sound philosopher ex- 
pects them in his investigation of nature. 
Let hun remember that the whole scheme 
of Christianity professes to be ordained of 
God, and to be revealed to man, for prac^ 
tical purposes. Let him, in his perusal of 
the book, honestly endeavour to apply its 
contents to these its professed ends. Above 
all, under a sense of his weakness and lia- 
bility to error, let him fervently pray God to 
correct and enlighten his understanding and 
to assist him in his search after truth. What 
will be the consequence ? 

I believe it will inevitably be this — that 
the more he becomes acquainted with the 
Scriptures, the clearer will be his view of their 
beauty, their harmony, and their strength ; 
and the more deeply will he therefore be 
impressed with the belief that they are the 
oracles of God. 



THE EXCELLENCE OF SCaiPTURE. 
SECTION L 



There are no writings iu the world, which 
contain history so important, poetry so sub- 
lime, deUneatioD of character so instructive, 
devotional compositions so tender, and max- 
ims so wise and useful, as the Bible. But 
the moral and spiritual force of the sacred 
rolume is that which chiefly serves to fasten 
its contents on the mind of every honest en- 
quirer, whether more or less educated, and 
to produce a settled conviction of its divine 
origin. 

No man can be in the habit of reading the 
Scriptures with attention, and in a humble 
devotional spirit, without finding himself the 
better for the book. It will be the means of 
exalting his views of the Supreme Being; of 
awakening his love for the Redeemer; of 
animating his desires after holiness ; and of 
imbuing hun with charity towards his fellow 
men. Thus on the general principle alluded 
to in our preface, that what is good is true, 
his mind will gradually be given up to att 
unfeigned belief of its contents; ' 

It is especially worthy of remu'k, that 
many parts of Scripture are so full of in- 
struction — the mine is so deep and so richly 
stored — that the treasure is never exhausted. 
A man may return to the same passage a 
thousand times, yet never with the feeling of 
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satiety; seldom, perhaps, without deriving 
from it some fresh lesson, important to the 
religious life. This may be regarded as one 
of the sure marks of inspiration. 

Another mark of it is the concentration of 
much and varied instruction within a very 
small compass. A single verse, or part of a 
veree, penned by a prophet or an apostle — 
singular and original in its character — will 
often furnish materials for useful and edifying 
thought to an almost unlimited extent. What 
a vast field for profitable reflection, for ex- 
ample, may be found in the declaration of 
David, that " the Lord God is a swn and 
thield; the Lord will give grace and glory ;"• 
and again, that " He will beautify the meek 
with salvation ;"* or in the words of Wisdom, 
" All they that hate me, love death "^ or in 
the doctrine of Paul, " To be carnally mind- 
ed is death, but to be spiritually minded is 
life and peace ;" * or in flie address of Peter, 
" Electa according to the foreknoviledge of 
God the Father, through sanctification of 
the Spirit unto obedience, and sprinkling of 
the blood of Jesus Christ;"^ or in the say- 
ing of John, " God is love."^ A surprising 
number and variety of important ideas are 
Bu^ested to the mmd by each of these pas- 
sages, and by a multitude of others of a 
like character. It is true that similar modes 
of expression are now often used, by uuin- 
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Bpired writers ; but this circumstance only 
atrengthens our argument, because the Bible 
is the original fountain, from which they are 
derived. It is a text book for moral and re- 
ligious teaching, which knows no rival, and 
to the use and application of which there ap- 
pears to be no limit. 

We cannot calculate the amount of good 
which has been effected since the Christian 
era, by the ministry of the gospel and by the 
works of religious authors. Yet no preachers 
of the gospel, no writers on religion, have 
ever added any improvement to Christianity 
as it was first revealed. Whatsoever, in the 
preaching or writings of modern Christians, 
has any tendency to convert, purify, and 
save the souls of men, never fails to be 
found in its original form, in the Bible. How 
can we account for this unquestionable feet, 
except by the inspiration of the sacred 
writers? 

The divine origin of Scripture becomes 
yet more evident, when we reflect upon its 
lai^r masses. The Psalms of David, for 
example, were composed a thousand years 
before the Christian era; yet even now, after 
the lapse of so many ages, they are daily 
food to multitudes, and are found applicable 
to Christian experience, the deepest and the 
most various. Does not this fact afford a 
palpable proof that they were given by in- 
spiration ? 

When we meditate on the Bimplicity, har- 
mony, and edifying tendency, of the four 
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Gospels, and on the information which they 
conUtin respecting the hfe, character, doc- 
trine, death, and resurrection of Christ, our 
minds are filled with light; and we cannot 
refuse to allow that these unrivalled memo- 
rials were given to us of God. 

I conceive that no man can truly imbibe 
the meaning of Paul, Peter, and John, in the 
doctrinal parts of their epistles, without ar- 
riving at a strong conviction, that doctrines 
BO distinct and various, yet so exactly ba- 
lanced; so novel and estraordinary, yet so 
satisfactory to the judgment, and so influen- 
tial on the heart, must have flowed from the 
source of all knowledge and wisdom. Nor 
would any candid mind be likely to form a 
ditFerent opinion respecting the rich and full 
morality, which is to be found in the precep- 
tive parts of those epistles, and in that most 
practical of treatises, the epistle of James. 

As a last example we may mention the 
Revelation ; for although that remarkable 
book abounds in difliculties, a fair consider- 
ation of its contents will convince us, that 
nothing but the pen of inspiration could have 
drawn such a picture of the then future 
destinies of the church, of the fearful strug- 
gle which she must still maintain against 
Qie powers of darkness, and of her complete 
victory and endless glory. 

Thus, it appears, that both the smaller and 
larger divisions of the Bible bear evident 
marks of that divine wisdom from which they 
originated ; but our convictions on the sub- 
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ject cannot fail to be greatly strengthened 

when we observe the harmony of sentiment 
and doctrine which pervades the mighty whole. 
The Bible consists of numerous distinct works, 
— historical, prophetical, and didactic, — com- 
posed at a variety of dates, by very many 
individuals independent of each olher, who 
differed in character, circumstance, and con- 
dition ; and yet these writings all point in 
one direction, and combine in developing one 
system of truth. It seems impossible to ac- 
count for this general result, except by the 
fact, that their authors all wrote under the 
influence of the same Spirit : 



The harmony ofScripture is the moreremark- 
able, because this system of truth was unfolded 
by degrees. While the successive revelations 
recorded in Scripture admirably coincide, they 
manifest a gradual progress towards perfect 
light. The moral principles which were reveai- 
ed to our first parents, and of which there are 
many traces in the history of the patriarchs, 
were confirmed and reduced to a code, in 
the days of Moses; and the law of expiation 
by sacrifice, of which from the veiy date 
of the fall, mankind had possessed some 
clear notions, was, at the same period, de- 
fined and detailed. Yet, the light bestowed 
on Moses and his followers, with regard to 
morals, was preparatory to a still more ex- 
tensive exhibition of them under the gospel ; . 
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and the types and shadows with which the 
Jewish ritual abounded, weie fulfilled in the 
Saviour of men made manifest in the flesh. 

This fact suggests the remark, that besides 
the general harmony, of Scripture there are 
distinct parta of the Bible, composed at long 
intervals of time, which answer to each other, 
just as the image of a man in a mirror, an- 
swers to the living form. 

Who can deliberately compare the types 
of the' law with their great antitype as re- 
vealed in the gospel, and take a. fair view ia 
succession, of the shadow and the substance, 
of the figure and the reality, without per- 
ceiving in the agreement of the one with the 
other, and in the keeping of the whole picture, 
the unquestionable evidence of truth ? 

Take tor example the lamb of the passover, 
a male witliout spot or blemish, not a bone of 
which was to be broken; and call to mind 
that the sprinkling of its blood on the door- ■ 
posts of the Israelite, was the appointed means 
of ensuring his safety from the power of the 
destroyer. What a lively figure of the Lamb 
of God, whose blood sprinkled on the heart, 
arrests the hand of justice and protects from 
the penalty of sin ! Take again the serpent 
of brass which Moses lilted up on a pole, 
that the Israelites mortally diseased from the 
bite of the fiery serpents, might look upon it 
in faith, and live.s Who does not perceive in 
this circumstance an ejtpressive shadow of 
Christ lifted up on the cross, to whom the" 
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believer, wounded by Satan, poisoned with 
sin, directs the eye of his soul, and is healed, 
and lives for ever ?' 

Peculiarly pertinent as shadows of the great 
doctrines of the Gospel were the ceremonies 
practised under the Mosaic law, on the day 
of atonement. • Previously 'to the services 
of the day, the high priest puts off his gor- 
geous vestments and clothes himself in hum- 
ble yet holy linen garments, — offers up a 
bullock for his own sins or errors, and a goat 
for those of the people, — enters once for 
all during the year, into the holy of holier, 
where were the Cherubim and the glory of 
God's presence, — confesses the sins of the 
Israelites over the head of a second goat, 
which is suffered to escape with his figurative 
burthen into an uninhabited wilderness — and 
finally resumes his splendtd apparel and the 
Uflual condition of hw office. In the mean 
time the bodies of the slain victims are burnt 
without the camp.^ 

So the Son of God, the high priest of the 
Christian's profession, divests himself of his 
pristine majesty — assumes his pure yet lowly 
human nature — suffers " without the gate " — 
offers up qne all-sufficient sacrifice for sin, — 
carries away into oblivion the transgressions 
of his people — enters in "once for all" into 
the holiest place where the angels dwell in 
glory — there appears in the presence of God, 
for us, — and having made peace by the blood 
of his cross, is exalted at the right hand of 

T JohniiT, H. 9 Lev. iri. 
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the Father in all his original honour and dig- 
nity. There it still another point of coinci- 
dence which is worthy of notice. On that 
day of figurative atonement, the Israelites 
were commanded by a " statute for ever" to 
afiict their 8ovh. And by a decree, alike 
perpetual, repentance is the indispensable ac- 
companiment of reconciliation with God, 
through faitii in the blood of Jesus. 

It cannot be believed that these and many 
similar resemblances between the law and 
the gospel are the result of chance. Still 
less can we imagine, either that the Jews 
practised these ceremonies and ascribed 
them to their forefathers in order to recom- 
mend the gospel, or that the Apostles in- 
vented the gospel as a key to the ritual of 
the law. Significant as that ritucJ is seen 
to be under Uie light of the Christian reve- 
lation, there is nothing in it which could have 
led to the discovery, much less to the inven- 
tion, of those mysterious and elevated doc- 
trines, the incarnation and atonement of 
Christ. The plain fact is, th^ these ancient 
rites were " shadows of good things to cwne." 
The shadow and its substance were each 
made known in its season, and the corres- 
pondence between the two, affords an incon- 
trovertible evidence that Ciod was the Author 
of them both, 

The genera! correctness of the history of 
God's ancient people is confirmed by a va- 
riety of collateral proofe, supplied by the 
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chronicIeB of other nations ; nor will It be 
doubted by the reflecting reader of Scripture, 
who marks the natural and circumstantial 
character of the whole narration and the 
accordance of its several parts. Taking it 
for granted then, that this history is what 
it professes to be, a narrative of facU, we 
may observe one feature in it, which distin- 
guishes it from every other history in the 
world, and plainly denotes its divine origin. 
In many- of its particulars it is capable of a 
typical or spiritual application, and through 
this medium, is fraught with instruction of 
the most important and enduring nature. 
This remark applies with peculiar force to the 
lives and characters of certain individuals. 

In Melchizedek, the " lung of righteous- 
ness" and " of peace," and priest of the Most 
High, to whom Abraham gave tithes of all his 
spoil ; in the virtuous Joseph who was perse- 
cuted and sold, and whj>, through great afflic- 
tion arrived at greater glory, so that both his 
friends and his enemies bent the knee before 
him ; in Moses, the meekest of men, the law- 
giver and leader of Israel, the mediator between 
God and his people; in Joshua, who drove 
out their enemies from before them, and intro- 
duced them to the quiet possession of the land 
of promise; in David, the man after God's 
" own heart," that deep yet patient suf- 
ferer, that exalted king, that uncouquered 
captain of the armies of Israel ; in Solomon, 
the " king's son," whose peaceable govern- 
ment extended on every side, and whose wis- 
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dom pervaded the thousand secrets both of 
grace and nature — the student of Scripture 
will not fail to trace the types of that Saviour, 
in whom all these characteristics were after- 
wards so admirably combined, and perfected. 
Whatsoever things are good and glorious in 
the history and character of these real yet 
typical persons, find a common focus in Christ ■ 
theu- antitype. 

Again, let such a student reflect on the de- 
liverance of the Hebrews from the. land of 
Egypt, and from the tyranny of Pharaoh ; on 
their long continued wanderings in the wil- 
derness ; on the manna from the skies and 
the water (Vom the rock, by which they were 
sustained and refreshed; on the fiery cloud 
which guided them on their journey ; on the 
miraculous passage of the oation over Jor- 
dan ; and on their final settlement in the 
land of Canaan flawing with milk and honey. 
What Christian does not derive fittm this 
narrative a delightful kind of instruction, 
while he is reminded by it, of the deliverance 
of Chris's followers — the whole nation of be- 
lievers — from the tyranny of Satan and from 
the comiptionB of me world ; of their pilgrim- 
age on the earth ; of the spiritual bread which 
they eat'! of the spiritual water which they 
drink ; of the rock which accompanies them ; 
of the light which guides them ; of the death 
through which they must pass ; and of the 
glorious and delightful rest — the heaven of 
abundant blessedness — into which they shall 
finally enter ? 

,. :Xoo-;lc 
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HUtorical facts, thns filled with an in- 
ternal weight of imttruction, and pointing 
to the vast realities of the spiritual world, 
muBt haye arisen in the peculiar providence 
of God; and the religion with which they 
are connected, must be His religion. The 
accordances of revelation are like those of 
nature — numerous, unconcerled by man, pe- 
culiar, precise. Both bespeak as their only 
true origin, the wisdom and goodness of God. 



SECTION II. 



The religion of the Bible is attested by no- 
thing more clearly than by prophecy com- 
pared with its fulfilment. Since the whole 
course of events arises out of the counsels of 
God, and since those counsels are secret and 
unfathomable, we may rest assured that an 
actual knowltxlge of the future, is an attribute 
which belongs to Him alone. Prophecies, 
therefore, which relate to circumstances so 
distant, peculiar, or complex, as to lie beyond 
the reacn of conjecture, and which neverthe- 
less are exactly fulfilled, can be traced by any 
reasonable mind, only to the Spirit of our Hea- 
venly Father to whom all things are known, 
wheUier past, present, or future. Such pro- 
phecies are uamerous in the Bible. 

In order to take a full view of this branch 
of evidence, we must be well acquainted with 
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history, and with the present contUtion of var- 
ious places and Qationg, The student of pro- 
phecy, for example, will of course be led to 
compare the predictions of the Lord Jesus 
respecting the siege and destruction of Jeru- 
salem, with the relation which the lustorian 
Josepkus has given of these events ; and he 
will observe that complete ^;reement between 
the two, which clearly establishes the divine 
origin of the prophecy. Evidence equally 
strot^, but still more extensive, arises from a 
comparison of the descriptions given by mo- 
dem travellers of Babylon, Tyre, Ajabia, 
Ju'dffia, and many other cides and countries, 
with the prophecies respecting them contained 
in the Old Testament.' Again, in the scat- 
tered condition of the Jews themselves, and 
in the contempt and persecution to which 
they have been so long exposed, persons even 
of very limited information, may find a stand- 
iiuf proof that Moses and other holy men of 
old, who foretold these things, " spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost," 

But there are parts of the evidence derived 
from prophecy which, independently of any 
extraneous source of information, stand com- 
plete in the Bible itself. Thus the promise 
made to Abraham, that his seed should be 
like the stars of heaven for multitude, and 
should inherit the land of Canaan, was ac- 

> The puCicuUn or tfaia compaiiuiD ue admirably 
unfolded by Aleiandei Keith, in hii liule wmk, ealitled 
" EvideaccoriheTiuthoftfae Christian HeKgioa derived 
rroin the literal Fulfilment of Prophecy." t rol. ISmo. 
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complished in the courae of centuries, and the 
Bible contains a full account of the fact. To 
substantiate this proof, nothing is required but 
a comparison of parts of Genesis with the book 
of Joaliua. 

When Joshua had destroyed Jericho, he 
Baid, " Cursed be the man before the Lord 
that riaeth up andbuildeth this city Jericho : 
he shall lay the fc^jp tion ther^f in his first- 
bom, and it|^#yc^gest son s^U be set up 
the gates of^jTa This prophecyfwsuf deliver- 
ed about 1-1^ years before Chnsti and the 
tiist book of Kings contains an account of its 
exact fulfilment more than 500 years after- 
wards. The reign under which die circum- 
stance took place, and the names of all the 
parties concerned, are there faithfully record- 
ed.* 

When King Jeroboam was sacrificing; to his 
idols in Bethel(B.c.975), amanof Godcame 
and " cried a^inst the altar in the word of 
the Lord, and said, altar, altar, thus suth 
the Lord ; Behold a child shall be bom unto 
the house of David, Josiah by name, and 
upon thee shall he offer the priests of the 
high places, that burn incense upon thee, and 
men's bones shall be burnt upon thee."* That 
this prophecy was actually delivered accord- 

! Joshua »i, 26. 
3 1 Kinga xvi, 34.—" Id his dajs did Hiel the Betbelite 
build Jeticbu: he laid the foundation thereof in Abirsm 
hi) flretborn, and set np the gatei thereof in his youngest 
son Segnb, according to the void of the Lord which he 
■pake by Joshua the aon of Nun." 

* 1 King* xiii, 2. 

.r :Xoo-;lc 
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ing to this Qanation, we have no reason what- 
ever to doubt. Of its fulfilment, about 350 
years afterwarda the SMbsequent history of the 
Jews contains a clear account. There we read 
that Josiah was bom of the seed of Da«d 
according to the prophecy, and that he de- 
stroyed Jeroboam's altar at Bethel ; " and aa 
Josiah turned himself he spied the sepulchres 
that were in the mount, and sent and took 
the bones out of the sepulchres, and burnt 
them upon the altar and polluted it, accord- 
ing to the word of the Lord which the man 
of God proclaimed, who proclaimed these 

Jeremiah's predictions of the invasion of 
Judeea and the destruction of Jerusalem by 
the armies of Nebuchadnezzar, of the capti- 
vity of the Jews in Babylon during seventy 
years, and of their peaceful return to their 
own land, were utterly disregarded by his 
hearers as improbable and absurd. Yet they 
were all accomplished in the course of a 
century, and subsequent historians or pro- 
phets who probably had no connexion with 

" i Kings xilii, 16. — There ia a poinl in Ibis example, 
which afford* s itriking endence of its auchenticity. 
The prophecir ■tales Ihat the priests were to be offered 
on the tilUr, and men's bonei burnt thereon. The liis- 
tor; mentions aalg the burning of the bones of the 
priests on the altar. The history uurolds the true 
meaning of the prediction, which was that the priests 
should be oflbred on the altar by the burvhtg of their 
lieletmi upon it. Yet this apparent difference would 
surely hsTO been avoided by a fbrgeTi had such an one 
cither invented the history as a key to the prophecy, or 
compoKd the prophecy after the event had happeaed. 
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Jeremiah, give a clear account of the events 
by which they were fulfilled.* 

CyruB, king of Persia, the conqueror of 
Babylon and the deliverer of the Jews, was 
propheaied of by name nearly two ceaturies 
before his birth. In the counsels of God he 
was pte-ordained to be the Lord's shepherd, 
to perform all his pleasure — " even saying 
to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built, and to 
the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid."' 
Such were the words of the prophecy deliver- 
ed by Isaiah ; and who can wish for a more 
satis&ctory account of their accomplishment 
than we find in the book of Ezra? 

The genuineness of the books of the Old 
Testament and the general truth of its history 
being allowed (an allowance which no sound 
critic will refuse to make), we have only to 
compare one part of that volume with another, 
in order to satisfy ourselves of the lucid cha- 
racter of these and many other prophecies, . 
and of the exactness wiui which they hc^e 
been fiilfilled. 

What could be more precise than the lan- 
guage in which our Lord foretold his own 
sufTerings, death, and resurrection, the un- 
faithfulness of the Apostle Peter, and the 
sending of the Holy Ghost the Comforter? 
And who can deny that the simple and es- 
plicit narrative of these events, contained in 

« Compare Jer. i, 14, IS ;»!,!; Kwiv, 2 ; riv, 8—1 1 ; 
XII, 10; iiiiii, 7; wiih 2 Kmgi ixv. ! 2 Chian. uivi.j 
Eznii.i DuLix, S. • 

' laaiah ilir, !8 ; comp. il*, 1 — 1. 
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the New Testament itself, affords a satisfac- 
tory proof that Jesu8 was a true prophet? 

These observations, however, apply with 
peculiar force to that wondrous line of prO' 
phecy which runs through the Old Testament, 
and which distinctly relates to the Messiah 
himself — that seed of the woman, who should 
bruise the serpent's head.s Prophets who 
lived in various ages, and were wholly inde- 
pendent of each other — persons of different 
characters and conditions — are found severally 
contributing dbtinct portions to the general 
slock of information respecting the deliverer 
who was to come. Through their means the 
church is furnished with a prophetical de- 
scription of its Head and Saviour, in a mar- 
vellous degree precise and comprehensive. 
His divine name and nature' — his incarnation 
in the nature of man' — the nation," the tribe,* 
and the family' from which he was to spring 
— the preaching of his forerunner' — his vir- 
gin mother* — the place of his birth' — the date 
of his coming' — -his righteous character"-^ 
the meekness, humility, and kindness of his 
disposition' — his matchless miracles' — the 
unbelief and contempt to which he was ex- 
posed* — the treason of his familiar friend' — 
his vicarious sufferings and violent death* — 

8 Qen. iii, 15. B laaiah ix. 6. Jer. nii!, 0. 

I Gen. iii, 15. t Gen. xxii, 18. 3 Otn. illi, 10. 

i Isaiah li, 1. S luiah il, 3. Mai. iii, 1 . 

« huah Tit, 14. r Micfth i, 2. " Dan; !i, 25. 

9 Iniah xi, 5. I Isaiah xlii, 3, 3; 1, 6. 

s Isaiah xiiv, 5, 8. 3 Iiaiah liii, 1—3. 

4 P»aim xU, 9. a laaiah liil, S— 7. 
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the peculiar circumstances by which it was 
attended ; for example, the piercing of his 
hands and feet,' the scornful motions and 
taunts of his enemies,' the parting of his gar- 
ments, the casting of lots for his vesture,' and 
the vinegar given him to drink,* — his resurrec- 
tion' — his ascension* — his intercession' — his 
eternal priesthood' — his reign of glory' — are 
all delineated by the pencil of prophecy. 

Let the student of scripture compare thia 
delineation with the history of Jesua Christ 
as unfolded in the New Testament, and in 
the correspondence between the one and the 
other — in the perfect fitting-in of their respec- 
tive parts, both prominent circumstances and 
minute particulars — he will find an evidence 
of the truth of his religion, of which the cavils 
of infidelity will never be able to deprive him. 

The prophecies respecting Christ and the 
history of our Saviour in the New Testament, 
have been elsewhere compared to a lock and 
key, of a structure so complex and extraordi- 
nary as to have no parallel in the world, and 
yet answering to each other with an easy 
and perfect exactness.' We may now ob- 
serve, in addition, that as the lock and key 
are passive under the hand of the mechanic 
who fonns them, and have no power or ten- 
dency whatsoever to produce each other, so 

< IWm xiii, 16. J Veraei 7, S. s Vcne 18. 
» Fs&Im liii, SI. I Fsatm xvl, 10. 

s FsBlm Iiviii, 18. ^ IuIbIi Uu, 13. 

t Tnbn ci, I. > Dan. lii, 14, &c 

t Euayi on ChiitUuiitjp, III. 2ai BdiL p. fiO. 
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it is certain that neither were these prophecies 
produced by the events, nor the evenU occa- 
sioned by tbe prophecies. 

1 . So precise and. extensive a correspoDd- 
ence between prophecy and history as is ob- 
servable in the present example, might possibly 
induce a suspicion that the predictions had 
been forged after the events had happened, 
and were, in fact, a consequence of the his- 
tory. But such a suspicion will readily vanish 
when the subject is examined. The scholar 
is well aware that the existence of these pro- 
phecies long before the date of the history is 
proved, first, by quotations made from the 
Old Testament, not only by the evangelists 
and apostlel but by other "Jewish writers, 
such as Philo and Josephus; secondly, by a 
Greek version of the whole Hebrew Scriptures 
made more than two hundred years before 
the Christian era ; and thirdly, by the very 
language in which these prophecies were writ- 
ten — that pure Hebrew, which, when Christ 
was upon earth, the Jews had long since 
ceased either to speak or to write. 

But we have internal evidence of tbe same 
truth which is open to every discemmg eye. 
The prophecies respecting our Saviour in the 
Old Testament are found scattered over a 
wide surface, and in numerous separate books. 
Some of them are brief declarations obliquely 
introduced — thrown in as hints by the way — 
and, although full of meaning, obscurely ex- 
pressed. Sometimes they are mingled with 
predictions respecting the temporal concerns 
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of the Jews ; sometimes they have a suboidi- 
nate appUcatioQ to some figurative character 
— such as David or Solomon ; and as a whole 
they are curiously worked into that system of 
types, which may be described as the peculiar 
genius of the religion of the Hebrews. 

Had it not been for the key with which 
God has provided us in the New Testament, 
and which searches the most curious and 
hidden recesses of the lock, many parts of 
that lock would for ever have continued latent. 
It is an important principle, of which we ought 
never to lose sight in reference to Scripture 
prophecy, that it can be fully interpreted only ■ 
by Its events. When the history and doc- 
trine of the New Testament are brought to 
bear upon these predictions, we immediately 
perceive their relation to a smgle subject, 
and not the slightest doubt can any longer 
be entertained respecting their true meaniug. 
Nevertheless such is their peculiar position 
and construction, that no man either would 
or could have fo^d them.' Any attempt to 

> What B Btiiking illiuttatioa ortbeae rematka is aAbrd- 
ti ua by the following reiDBrkable prophecy reipecting 
our Sariour; " Hia visage iru lo maTred, raare than 
my msii, and liii form more than the uidb of men \ n 
ikali he MprtHkb many naiioatt" Itaiah lii, 14, 15. Thit 
atniTige combination pf ideal iraa probably quite uainlel- 
llglble both to the prophet and his heareri. But who can 
■on doubt either the meaning or the divine ori^n of the 
prediction t Itia the NewTntament which teaches aa that 
the luString) of Jesua were the appointed means not only of 
OQi' reconciliation with God, but of our obtaining that gift 
of the Holy Spirit, with which, froai hii throne ofgloTy, be 
iprtnklea ail hia belieriog followera.— See Aclsli, iS~3a. 



22 PROPHECY COMPARED WITH HISTORY, 
compose these proplieciea and palm them on 
the world after the date of the events to 
which they relate, would have been unlikely 
and absurd, and success in such an under- 
taking utterly impossible. 

2. It has often been observed that prophe- 
cies which relate to circumstances dependent 
on the will and power of man, and on the 
working of human passions, have an inherent 
tendency to accomplish themselves. Now it 
is certain that there was no such tendency in 
those respecting Christ. The incarnation, 
miracles, resurrection, and ascension, of the 
Holy One of Israel were events which no 
human power could either hasten or delay. 
And his suSerings and atoning death were 
brought about through the instrumentality of 
his enemies — persons who were so far from 
rightly applying the prophecies, that they 
utterly disregaided and despised the truths 
which many of them contained. When the 
Jews refused to believe in Jesus, and rejected 
their only Saviour ; when they led him as a 
lamb to the slaughter; when they pierced 
bis hands and his feet; when they gave him 
vinegar mingled with gall to drink; when 
they mocked him as he was hanging on the 
cross; when they consigned his body to the 
rich man's tomb— they little thought that they 
were affordingtothechurch in all generations, 
unquestionable proofs that he was the true 



Since then the prophecies respecting Christ 
and the events of his history precisely corres- 
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pond, and since it U ceitttin that the eveats 
did not produce the prophecies, nor the pro- 
phecies the events, no alternative remains but 
to ascribe them both to the wisdom and power 
of God. 



SECTION III. 



Every man who reasons fairly from the 
premises with which nature furnishes us, 
will confess that the contrivances with which 
we are surrounded prove the existence of an 
all-wise Contriver; that their uniform ten- 
dency shows the benevolence of God ; that 
the moral character of his government is 
made known to a considerable extent, in the 
perceptible order of his providence ; and that 
his hohness may be inferred from the very 
nature of that law which he has written on 
the hearts of all men. Yet it must be allowed, 
that it is chiefly through revelation that we 
are thus led to reason from creation and 
providence, and that merely natural religion, 
even with the additional light of tradition, has 
left the heathen world in all ages, in a state of 
great darkness respecting the Supreme Being. 

Surely then it is a convincing evidence of 
the divine origin of the Holy Scriptures, that 
this darkness is removed wherever the sacred 
volume is known ; and that prophets and 
apostles have supplied tis with an account of 



"jIc 
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the Deity, so luminous and complete that 
philosophy itself can demand no addition to it. 
The several particulars of that account must 
be familiar to the mind of every serious Chris- 
tian, and ought to be' the frequent subject of 
his thoughts and contemplation. They may 
be briefly summed up as follows : 

Giod is one. " Hear O Israel, the Lord our 
God is one Lord."' " There is no God else 
beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there 
is none beside me,"* 

He is the eternal one — Jehovah — a name 
which denotes that he exists absolutely and 
independently. " I am Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the ending, saith the 
Lord, which is and which was and which is 
to come."* " Even from everlasting to ever- 
lasting thou art God."^ 

He created the universe — formed it out of 
nothing. " In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth. "a " By the word of 
the Lord were the heavens made, and all the 
host of them by the breath of his mouth."s 

He is therefore omnipotent. " I know that 
thou canst do every thing."' " The invisible 
things of God from the creation of the world, 
are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even his eternal power 

I DeuL TJ, 4. 
3 Iia. xIt, SS. Comp. Matt. It, ID. I Cor. viil, S, S. 

s Rev. 1, S. 
* P*. ic, 2. Camp. luu ilii, S. jHinei i, IT. Eiod. 
IH, 14. s Oen. i, 1. 

» Pnlm. ixiiii, 6—9. Camp. IsBh il, 13. xIt, T. Pa. 
cririii, I— J. 1 Job. kIII, a. 
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and godhead."^ He is also infinitely tkilful. 
" He hath made the earth by his power; he 
hath eatabUshed the world by his wisdom, and 
.hath stretched out the heaven by his diecre- 
tion."i The same attributes he displays in re- 
production, in supplying the wants of his crea- 
tures, and in maintaining the perpetual order 
of nature. " He causeth the grass to grow for 
the cattle, and herb for the service of man ;"' 
" Thou sendeat forth thy spirit and they are 
created ; and thou lenewest the face of the 
earth."! >< in him we live and move, and 
have our being."' 

God is the sole Ruler and Ditposer of the 
univerae which he has made ; and he conducts 
the order of all events with perfect wisdom. 
He is the " blessed and only potentate, the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords."* " The 
.Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens, 
and his kingdom ruleth over all."^ " Blessed 
be the name of God for ever and ever, for 
wisdom and might are his ; and he chan^th 
the times and the seasons ; he removeth kings 
and setteth up kings."^ " the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
G!od ! how unsearchable are his judgments, 
and his ways past finding outl"? 

" God is a Spirit"^ " dwelling in the light 
which no man can approach unto, whom no 
. i. 20. 



Vene 30. 3 Adi zvil, 2S. 


■ ITIm.Ti, 15. 


s PL cm, 19 Comp. Dun. lii. 


9,10. 


«Dan.ii, a0,21. 




rRoni.xi,33. Comp.Eph. i. 
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> John iv, 24. 
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man hath seen or cau see."* He is also omni- 
preieat. " Do not I fill heaven and earth, 
saith the Loiji?"' " Whither shiJl I gofrom 
thy spirit ? or whither shall I flee from thy pre- 
sence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art 
there; if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou 
art tiiere," &c.' 

Hsknovisall things — the past, the present, 
and the future; " known unto God are all his 
works from the beginning of the world."* 
" His understanding is infinite.'" " God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all."' He 
perceives the secret thoughts and intentmns of 
his intelligent creatures. " The Lord search- 
eth all hearts, and understandeth all the ima- 
ginations of the thoughts," &c ; ' " neither is 
Uiere any creature tl^t is not manifest in his 
sight."' 

Such are the declarations of Scripture re- 
specting what are called the natural attri- 
butes of Jehovah. His moral attributes are 
displayed, in the same book, with equal 



God is holy. " Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord of hosts ; the whole earth is full of his 
glory."* '* The Lord is ri|;hteou9 in all his 
ways and holy in all his works."* He is " of 
purer eyes then to behold evil."' " All that 

» 1 tim. vi, IS. Comp. 1 Tim. i, IT. John I, IS. 

I Jet. iiiii, 31. S Pt. cmii, 7—10. 



Camp. Rev. iv, R. 
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do unrighteoualy ore an abominatian unto the 
Lord Uiy God."* 

He is JKst, the moral Governor of the world, 
rewarding virtue and punishing vice. " Say 
ye to the righteous that it shall be well with 
him, for they shidl eat the fruit of their doings. 
Woe unto the wicked ! it shall be ill with him ; 
for the reward of his hands shall be given him."^ 
In the present world there are many apparent 
interruptions of God's retributive justice ; but 
the Scriptures teach us that in the world to 
come, it will operate without hindrance and 
through all eternity. " He that aoweth to the 
flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption, but he 
that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit, 
reap life everlasting."* " And these (the 
wicked) shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment ; but the righteous into life eternal.''^ 

God is equal. — " Without respect of per- 
sons," he " judgeth according to every man's 
work."* " Is not my way equal, saith the 
Lord?"^ " God is no respecter of persons, 
but in every nation, he that feareth him and 
worketh righteousness is accepted with htm."" 
The servant who " knew hia Lord's will" and 
did it not,' " shall be beaten with many 
Stripes, but he that knew not and did com- 
mit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten 
with few stripes. For unto whomsoever mncb 
is given, of him shall be much required."" 
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He U good, Bbounding in kimdness towards 
his creatures, our bounteous Protector and 
Father. " TheearthistuUof thegoodaeasof 
the Lord."' God " giyeth to aU men liberally 

and upbraideth not every good gift and 

every perfect gift is from above, and cometh 
down finm the Father of lights."* " He 
maketh bis Bun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeth ratn, on the just and on the 
unjust."* Yet his beneficence is directed, with 
peculiar effect, towards his obedient children, 
whom he supports and comforts under every 
trial, and whose afflictions he applies to their 
highest welfare. " But thou Israel art my 

servant, the seed of Abraham my friend 

fear thou not, for I am with thee ; be not dis- 
mayed, for I am thy God ; I will strengthen 
thee ; yea, I will help thee ; yea, I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my righteous- 
ness."* " All things work togelier for good 
to them that love God ; to them who are the 
called according to his purpose."^ 

God is Tnerciful; and his mercy is, of all 
his attributes, the most frequently alluded 
to in Scripture. " The Lord, the Lord God 
merciful and gracious, long-sufiering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping 
mercy for thousands, foi^iving iniquity, and 
tran^ession, and sin."^ " Let the wicked 

1 P>. xxiiii, s. 

1 Jamet i, J, IT. Comp. Pi. cilv, 9. Aeti xiv, 

15_17. s Matt, r, 45. 

f Iw. xll, 8 — 10. Comp. Pa. id, t. 

fi Rom. viil, !8. « Exod. xxx\i, 6, 7. 
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foreake hia nay, and the unrighteouB man his 
thoughts, aad let him letura unto the Lord, and 
he will have mercy upon him ; and to our God 
for he will abundantly pardon. "^ The mercy 
of God is nearly identical with his love, under 
the pure impulse of which towards our fallea 
world, " he gave his only-begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have eternal life."^ " God commendeth 
his love towards us, in that while we were yet 
sinners Christ died for us,"' " But God who 
is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith 
he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, 
hath quickened us together with Christ."^ 

Finely, He is faithful or true.—" TTie 
word of our God shall stand for ever."* " His 
truth endureth to all generations."^ *' Also 
the strength of Israel will not lie."^ " If we 
believe not, yet he abideth faithful ; he can- 
not deny himself,"^ In this attribute, we have 
an unfailing warrant that his law is unalter- 
able, that his judgments will be executed, 
that his mercies are sure, and that his pro- 
mises are " yea" and " amen" for ever. 

Such is Jehovah, as described in the sacred 
volume- the only true God, eternal, the Cre- 
ator and Ruler of all things, a Spirit, omni- 
present, almighty, omniscient, perfectly wise ; 
holy, just, equal, benevolent, long-sufTering, 

' lu. It, 7. Comp, P>. axx, 4, T. Lnm. ill, 22. 

1 John i, 9. B John iii, 16. 

9 Rom. y, 8. 1 Eph. ii, 4, S. Comp. 1 John iv, tO. 

1 Im. ll, a. 3 Ps. c, 5. 11 Sam. iy, 29. 

* a Tim. iL, 13. Comp. Heb. x, 33. Pi. cii, 9. 
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merciful and true.' Now these divine attri- 
butes are blended, but not caufused. They 
do not weaken, much less nullify each other, 
but existing severally and unalterably in in- 
finite strength, they meet and combine in per- 
fect union. 

This harmony and nice adjustment of the 
various attributes ascribed in Scripture. to the 
Supreme Being, must strike erery reflecting 
mind. His sole existence from eternity, coin- 
cides with his creating all things; his spiritu- 
ality with his pervading all things ; his omni- 
presence with hia knowing all &ings. How 
dreadful would be hia omnipotence, were it not 
combined with perfect wisdom I And how 
worthy is it of all admiration, that although 
able to effect all things immediately by hia 
fiat, he ever makes use of means, that hia 
wisdom may be made known to hia rational 
creatures 1 

Were he not the omnipotent sovere^ of the 
universe, he could not be its moral governor. 
Were he not omniscient, he could not render 
to every man according to his deeds. Hia 
holineas is the basis of hia justice ; his jus- 
tice is inseparably connected with his equity. 

Above all, in the Christian doctrine of at<»K- 
ment, we find a solution of that moat difficult 
moral problem — how God can forgive and save 
a sinful race, consistently with the due main- 
tenance of his law. God is " just, and the 
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus."* In 
sending hia only-begotten Son into the world, 
A Bon. iii, tS. 

,. :Xoo-;lc 
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to bear the penalty of our sins, be has shown 
forth in glorious union, his holiness and bis 
love — bis abhorrence of sin, and bis mercy to 
the sinner. 

Now the infonnation which the Bible gives, 
renpecting the Supreme Being, whether con- 
sidered as a harmonious whole, or viewed in its 
principal details, is to be found originally in 
the Bible alone. Wbatsoerer of correct the- 
ology is to bemetwithin the jfiages of modem 
Christians, or even of deists, is borrowed from 
the sacred volume — a remark which also ap- 
pUes to all that is true in the religion of 
Mahomet. 

With respect to tbe'ancient heathen philo- 
sophers, their best notions respecting the 
Supreme Being, were probably derived from 
original revelation, as well as from the light of 
reason and conscience. Yet these nottons were 
fluctuating and imperfect, often tending on the 
one hand towards idolatry, and on the other, 
towards that absurd doctrine of pantheism, 
which ideutifies all created things with their 
Creator, and makes the universe, God. To 
compare the theol<^ even of Plato and 
Socrates, with that of Moses, David, or Isaiah, 
is to compare the shades of twilight, with the 
fiill blaze of day. When we consider, that 
the Athenians were a highly civilized people, 
remarkable for the cultivation of their men- 
tal powers, and that the Jews were com- 
paratively unpolished and ignorant; it seems 
impossible to account for this difFerence by 
any thing short of the doctrine laid down by 
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Paul — " All Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God." 

This ailment is addressed to the scholar. 
To the unlettered man, we may safelyappeal 
on the simple ground that the account which 
he finds in the Bible of the Creator and Go- 
vernor of the uaiverse — the Father of every 
rational being — corresponds with his own sense 
of all that is holy and sublime. When he re- 
flects on the strength and beauty of its several 
parts, and on the harmony of the mighty 
whole, his soul is raised ajid illuminated. 
There is a sure witness in his own heart and 
understanding, that this account of God is 
true ; jtnd that, being true, it flows not from 
the polluted springs of man's wisdom, but 
from the fountain of all truth, even from God 
himself. 



SECTION IV. 



It is one of the properties of truth that it bears 
to be examined from various points of view, 
and that its several features under whatsoerer 
light they are regarded, are found substanti- 
ally to accord. What but truth can account 
for the undesigned and unforced, yet clear 
coincidence, between the moral attributes of 
God as revealed to us in Scripture, and the 
law communicated to mankind, through the 
same medium? 



m, Google 
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God is holy, and he requires of his creature 
man a. corresponding purity of heart and con- 
duct. He is true and faithful, and his law 
demands a uaiversal integrity. He is just 
and equitable, and whatsoever power we 
have over others, as parents, as masters, or 
as magistrates, must be applied with even- 
handed justice and strict impartiality. He 
showers down upon us innumerable gif^, and 
at the same time, commands us liberally to 
dispense the blessings which we receive. In 
his mercy, he forgives our iniquities; and by 
his moral code, he binds us to foi^ve one 
another. Notwithstanding our ingratitude and 
rebellion, he continues to bless us both tempo- 
rally and spiritually ; he suffers long ana is 
kind ; and what are the parallel precepts of 
his law ?— that we should return good for evil, 
melt down our enemies with charity, and 
exercise towards all around us, meekness, 
patience, and forbearance. Finally, " Giod is 
love ;" and the Scripture teaches us, that 
" love is the fulfilling of the law." 

The moral law, as revealed in Scripture, 
partakes of the character of its Author, first 
beeause it prescribes the practice of every 
virtue, and is therefore " holy, and just, and 
good;"^ and secondly, because it is " spiri- 
tual" — insinuating itself into the heart, reach- 
ing the spirit, and convincing the under- 
standing.^ It applies to all circumstances, 
comprehends all conditions, regulates all 
motives, directs and controuls all overt acts. 
' Rom. rii, 12, ' Verse v, U, 
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No man who is acquainted with its precepts, 
and has obaeired their tendency, will refuse 
to set liis seal to the following declaration ; 
" The law of the Lord is perfect, converting 
the soul ; the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the simple ; the statutes of the 
Lord are right, rejoiciag the heart ; the com- 
maadraent of the L«rd is pure, enlightening 
the eyes ; the fear of the Lord is clean, ea- 
during for ever ; the judgments of the Lord 
are true and righteous altogether. More to 
be desired are they than gold, yea, than much 
fine gold ; sweeter also than honey, and the 
honey-comb. Moreover, by them is thy Ber- 
Tant warned, and in keeping of them, there 
is great reward."' 

The moral precepts contained in the writ- 
ings of some of the ancient philosophers, 
especially in those of Plato and Cicero, appear 
to afford one evidence among many, that some 
traces of the law of God are to be found in 
the hearts of all men. Although, however 
these philosophers were gifted with an insight 
into the beauty and reasonableness of virtue, 
it is possible that they might derive part of 
their information on morals indirectly from the 
Jews, or from original revelation ; and after 
all, it must be confessed that their morality, 
like their theology, was both variable and 
defective. There were in it two fundamental 
wants, producing a fearful void which revela- 
tion alone could fill. It was destitute of a 
fixed standard, and of adequate motives. 
»P».ti«, 7—11. 

„....: Coo-;lc 
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The standard proposed by the Stoics waa, 
the "eternal fitness of things;" by the Epicu- 
reans, " that which produces happiness;" and 
by the Academicians, " a resemblance to the 
highest good." Now it is quite evident that 
each of these notions, (not excepting the last, 
which has some show of godliness,) leaves the 
whole subject a. prey to the speculation and 
imagination of men ; and therefore in a state 
«f dark and hopeless uncertainty. It is the 
Bible, and the Bible only, which declares 
a standard of morals, universally applicable to 
our need, and liable to no change: That 
standard is the revealed will or law of God. 
The voice of Christianity proclaims that only 
to be virtue which the law of God prescribes, 
and that only to be vice by which the law is 
broken. 

In proportion as the standard of morals is 
■variable or uncertain, the motives to action 
become inoperative ; because they are not 
excited in the mind by any clear principle, 
or by any acknowledged authority ; and this 
is probably one principal reason why the 
practice of many of the wisest of •tine hea- 
then, fell so far short of their own theories 
of virtue and religion. 

The desire of happiness, for example — the 
motive of the Epicurean philosophers — is in 
itself a strong one ; yet as long as the line of 
conduct which produces the greatest happi- 
ness is left to be fixed by mere human wisdom, 
BO long will this motive induce mankind to 
grati^^ their propensities, rather than deay^ 
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themselves any pregeut enjoyment for the 
sake or a possible future good. 

But the motives to action presented to us in 
Scripture, are of the most binding and influ- 
ential nature. They aj'e the fear and love of 
God. The Bible declares, that the law of 
righteousness is the taw of the moral Gover- 
nor of the universe, who made us, who has a 
right to dispose of us as he pleases, and who 
will reader to every one of us accDrdiog to 
our deeds. We are therefore prepared to 
understand the full force of the precept, 
" Fear Giod and keep his commaadments, for 
this is the whole duty of man."^ But the 
Bein^whora we are thus taught to feai, is pre- 
sented to us in Scripture, as the object of our 
love, partly because he is in himself perfectly 
lovely — the spring and centre of all goodness, 
— but chiefly because he hets so abundantly 
displayed his love and bounty towards our- 
selves. 

Hence the first and great commandment of 
the law is this; " Thou shall love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind."° Christianity 
represents this commandment, as lying at the 
foundation of all true morality, because while 
it points out our first duty, it supplies us with 
a motive, which leads to the right perform- 
ance of every other duty. 

And here we may briefly remark, that the 

unfolding of the law of God keeps pace, in 

Scripture, with the revelation of his loue. 

■ Ecclei. lii, 13, 3 Matt, xxii, 37. 
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For many ages before the birth, of Moses, the 
traces of that great scheme of redemption, by 
which the love of God to man is ckiefiy dis- 
played, were probably faint, and the known 
. requirements of his law appear to have been 
limited. Under the Mosaic dispensation, the 
fore-shadowg and prophecies of Christ became 
clearer and more abundant, and the moral law 
was strengthened and defined in proportion. 
Under the gospel, the love of God in Christ 
Jesus is explicitly revealed to us, and our 
gratitude thereby called into full action ; and 
at the same time, the law is developed in all 
its spirituality, and all its comprehensiveness: 
The extent of obedience required has been 
adapted, in every stage of the progress of 
truth, to the strength of the motive supplied. 
Yet that motive is always the same — the love 
of Ood, who " Jirst loved us." 

Now I conceive that the infinite superiority 
of the sacred writers to all uainspired moral- 
ists, with respect to these main points — a fixed 
standard and adequate motives — affords a 
plain evidence that they wrote by inspiration 
— that theirs and theirs only, is the religbn of 
God. 

But we shall come to the same conclusion, 
if we examine the morality of Scripture in 
some of its details. Let the literary sceptic 
peruse our Saviour's sermon on the mount ; 
and let him carefully reflect on its principles 
and its precepts. 

Where shall be look, among the heathen, 
for a moral code like thi»? Where shall he lay 
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his fing«r on any aimilar display of the nature 
of virtue 1 Where for example can he find any 
thing in the pages of Plati or Cicero, on the 
same level with the declaration, " Blessed are 



furnish in the room of those nicely balanced 
sayings, each so important in its place, " Let 
your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven," and " When thou doest 
thine alms, let not thy left hand know what 
thy right hand doeth ? " Or what would they 
enable us to substitute for the golden rule, 
" all things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them ? " 

What mean the praises of meekness and 
patience, of submission and resignation, with 
which the Scripture abounds? what, the un- 
ceasing calls to communion with God, — to 
prayer and supplication ? These are articles in 
the code of Christianity which are greatly 
opposed to the natural pride of man, and 
which vary, in the same d^;ree, from the dic- 
tates of uninspired wisdom. Yet every one 
knows that they work well in practice ; every 
one ought to acknowledge tnat they come 
from God. 

There is no virtue on which the Scriptures 
more frequently insist than humility. " The 
sacrifices of God," said David, "areabroken 
spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, God 
thou will not despise," ' — a confession which 
* FMdmli, 17. 
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remarkably agrees with the words of our Lord, 
" Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven ;"' and again, " Who- 
soever exalteth himself shall be abased, and 
he that humbleth himself shall be exalted,"^ 
The heathen moralists, who prided them- 
selves on the excellence and dignity of their 
nature, would have been at a loss to com- 
prehend these sayings. Such precepts are in 
fact directly opposed to their systems of philo- 
sophy. Yet what Christian is not aware that 
lowliness of mind and a broken spirit lie at 
the very root of moral excellence, and are 
(iseful beyond almost every other grace, in 
promoting the order and happiness of our 
species ? 

Lastly, the charily enjoined upon us in the 
New Testament is very different from that 
arbitrary and uncertain benevolence, which is 
dictated by our natural feelings. Christian 
charity Is indeed a virtue of heavenly birth 
and efficacy. It springs immediately from 
love for God, and having thus a right origin, it 
spreads towards the whole family of man, 
embraces enemies as well as friends, extends 
to thoughts as well as actions, and is steadily 
directed to the spiritual as well as temporal 
good of our neighbour. Were that second great 
commandment, " Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself," allowed to take ttie range 
assigned to it in the gospel, it would soon 
put an end to all malice, oppression, and 
bloodshed, and would convert this contentious 
* Matt. V, 3. 3 Luke xW, 11. 
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world into one unvarying scene of harmony 
and peace. 

In drawing a comparison between the ethics 
of the ancient philosophers, and the moral law 
contained in Scripture, we again address our- 
selves to the scholar. But in making our ap- 
peal to the man who reads his Bible only, we 
may inquire of him whether that law does not 
meet the best feelings of his mind, and coin- 
cide in all its parts with the decisions of his 
conscience ; whether it is not marvellously 
clear and comprehensive ; whether he does 
not find it, under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, a safe guide in all the exigencies of life ; 
and lastly, whether he is not happy and at rest, 
precisely in the degree in which he conforms 
himself to its rules. If he be a person of in- 
tegrity and reflection, he will be sure to an- 
swer these questions in the affirmative ; and in 
doing BO, he will furnish himself and others 
with a satisfactory evidence that the law .of 
Christianity, is the law of God. 



SECTION V. 



The harmonious view presented to us in 
Scripture of the moral attributes of God, and 
of the law by which he governs mankind, ia 
truly philosophical ; for the ethical virtues, 
such as holiness, justice, truth, and benevo- 
lence, can never change their tendencies. 
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'Hiey are the same in their nature and 
character, whether they be regarded as the 
essential attributes of the Creator, or as the 
borrowed graces of the creature. Hence it 
follows that as the face of a. man is seen re- 
flected in a glass, so are the moral attributes 
of the Deity seen reflected, under whatsoever 
diminution, in the conduct and character of 
those persons, who believe and obey him. So 
it was with our first parents before their fM ; 
and we may presume it to have been chiefly 
for this reason, that they are said to have been 
formed in the " image, ' and after the " like- 
ness," of God.^ 

This image or likeness which was lost in mau 
by the fall, is restored to him by redemption ; 
and believers in Jesus Christ again become, 
although at au immeasurable distance, " fol- 
lowers of God,"T It is evident that on this 
doctrine is founded that awful precept, " Be 
ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which 
is in heaven is perfect."^ 

Since however the Almighty and his attri- 
butes are inflnite, and in various respects 
above our reach, and since we are called 
to the practice of many virtues which pecu- 
liarly belong to our dependent state as crea- 
tures, it is a delightful evidence of the wisdom 
and love of God, that in his incarnate Son he 
has provided us with a model, at once perfect, 
and accommodated to all our need. In him, 
the whole law of God is embodied, and at 
• Gen. i, 26. T Eph. v, I. 

• Man. T, 48. 
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it were personified, for the instruction of man- 
kind. 

The fttst moral quality which we ought to 

notice in the character of our Saviour, is purify 
of heart. It was hia own doctrine that 
" blessed ate the pare in heart, for they shall 
see God."* He is described by one apostle, 
as " a lamb without blemish and without 
spot;"' and by another, as " holy, harmless, 
undefiled, separate from sinners." ^ It is ex- 
pressly declared that he " did no sin ;"^ that 
" in him is no sin ;" * and the doctrine of his 
perfect purity is proved, by the fact, that his 
deatb was expiatory ; for except the offering 
be spotless, there can be no atonement mode 
by it, for sin. 

With stainless purity, in Jesus, was united 
a perfect integrity. He was the " just," as 
well as " holy, one."* " Righteousness" was 
'* the girdle of hia loins, and faithfulness the 
girdle of hia reins."" No "guile" was 
" found in hia mouth,"' He was himself 
" the truth." « He spake the plain truth to 
the most powerful of his enemies, and un- 
masked their hypocrisy in open day. 

In publicly reproving iniquity, in pronounc- 
ing woes on Jerusalem and other rebellious 
cities, in driving the buyers and sellers out of 
the temple, and in calling upon alt men to 

>MaU.-T, S. 1 1 PeLi, 19. 
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repent because the kingdom of heaven was at 
hand, he displayed an undaunted courage, 
aud a resistless zeal for the honour of God. 
His disciples remembered that it was written 
of him "The zeal of thy house hath eaten 
me up." » 

Yet these qualities were remarkably distin- 
guished from rashness. During the course of 
his ministry he evinced a remarkable degree 
of prudence; and in conformity to his own 
precept, was not only " harmless as the dove," 
but " wise as the serpent." He shunned the 
breath of popularity ; suffered not his admirers 
to make him a king; ' forbad the premature 
publication of his office as the Messiah ; and 
often retired into desert and solitary places. 
He would not tempt God by casting himself 
down from the pinnacle of the temple, when 
duty did not call for the sacrifice." * The 
divme wisdom of Jesus was also manifested in 
the skill with which he silenced the cavils of 
his opposers, in the exquisite simplicity and 
appostteness of his parables, and in his con- 
verting every object which attracted his atten- 
tion into a fresh channel for instruction. 

Closely connected with the quality of cou- 
rage, is that of fortitude. The latter virtue 
was displayed by our Lord in a wonderful 
manner after he had been betrayed into the 
hands of his enemies. The conflicts which 
he had undergone in the garden of Geth- 
semane, and his solemn communion there 
with his heavenly Father, appeared to be . a 

9 John ii, 17. ■ I John TJ, Ifc i Matt, iv, 7. 
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preparation for that calm fearlessness which 
he afterwards displayed in meeting a cruel 
and ignominious death. Jt was a signal 
proof of the firmness with which he endured 
his agonies, as well as of the kindness of his ' 
spirit, that while he was hanging on the cross, 
his mind was directed even to the temporal 
weliare of his friends : " When Jesus there- 
fore saw his mother, and the disciple standing 
by whom he loved, he saith unto hb mother. 
Woman behold thy son ! Then saith he to the 
disciple. Behold thy mother ! "' 

The moderate enjoyment of temporal bless- 
ings, with giving of tianks, Jesus encouraged 
by his example. When he mingled with the 
ioyliil company atCana,and turned the water 
mto wine, and when he so multiplied the 
loaves and fishes, that they became the super- 
abundant food of thousands, he displayed a 
holy liberality. Yet he triumphed over bodily 
indulgence, and willingly submitted to the 
severest personal privations, for righteousness' 
sake. " The foxes have holes, and the birds 
of the air have nests, but the Son of man" 
had " not where to lay his head."' What 
could surpass the sublime self-denial of his 
answer, when after he had been fasting forty 
days and forty nights, the devil tempted 
him to convert the stones into bread ? " It is 
written, man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God ." * 
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He was absolutely free from worldliness 
and ambition ; refused all the honours and 
kingdoms which " the prince of this world" 
could offer him,'' and chose a life of deep 
poverty. His whole career was marked by a 
perfect disinterestedness. But we must follow 
nim to Gethsemane, and mark his agony 
and bloody sweat ; we must behold him 
crowned with thorns, mocked by his enemies 
and bowing under the weight of his cross ; 
we must go with him to Mount Calvary, and 
reflect on the anguish and dark horrors of 
his death, when the sins of all mankind were 
resting upon him ; and with these depths of 
humiliation and suffering, we must compare 
bis former elevation, — the unspeakable hap- 
piness and glory from which he abstained. 
Thus, and thus alone, can we form any ade- 
quate notion of his self 'renunciation. 

This self-renunciation was prompted by pure 
benevolence, a quality which abounded in the 
character of our Saviour. His soul was filled 
with tenderness, and overflowed with lore. 
He wept over the woes of Jerusalem, and over 
the grave of Lazanis. His miracles were for 
the most part works of mercy and compassion 
as well as of power. His benevolence was 
indeed productive of unceasing beneficence. 
" He went about doing good,"^ — preaching 
the gospel to the poor, feeding the hungry, 
giving sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, 
strength to the withered, health to the sick, 

« Hitt. iu, 9, 10. Comp. John xir, 30. 



46 ON THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST. 

and life to the very dead. Nor was his love 
restricted to his friends ; it flowed freely to- 
waids his enemies. In the midst of the bitter- 
ness of death, he prayed for his persecutors, 
saying, " Father forgive them, for they know 
not what they do. "^ 

His tenderness towards children was a re- 
markable trait in his character. He would 
suffer no man to drive them away from him, 
but took them up in his arms and blessed 
them. He said, " Suffer little children, and 
forbid them not to come unto me, for of such 
is the kingdom of heaven."^ 

The righteous indignation which Jesus dis- 
played in the reproof of vicious men, may be 
profitably compared with his meeJmess and 
quietness in suffering. " When he was re- 
viled, he reviled not again ; when he suffered, 
he threatened not."' He bore the contradic- 
tion of sinners and the taunts of his opposers, 
with immoveable patience. He appears to 
have possessed an absolute command over all 
his feelings. His temper was like the dove's 
— incapable of .being ruffled. 

Another instructive contrast may be drawn 
between the dignity and lowliness of Jesus. 
He never forgot that just self-respect which 
leads to the inviolate maintenance of the right- 
ful post of duty. Wherever he went, he car- 
ried about with him the dignity of a perfect 
virtue, and to this were often added the mys- 
terious influence and authority of a divine 
s Luke xxiii, 34. 9 Matt, xii, 14. 
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power.* Yet he was " lowly ia heart."' 
He came not " to be ministered unto, but to 
minister,"* He " took upon him the form of 
a servant."* He waa obedient, during his 
youth, to his earthly parents.^ He paid tri- 
bute to Cffisar, as a faithful subject. He 
perfonned for his disciples the lowest offices 
of kindness and courtesy.' 

Christianity teaches ua that the love of God 
is the foundation of all moral excellence ; and 
Jesus exemplified this doctrine in his whole 
life, which was one of unexampled, uninter- 
rupted, jror^/ine^s. He delighted in communion 
with his heavenly Father, and spent whole 
nights in prayer.^ Nor was it for himself 
alone that he communed with his God. His 
soul overflowed with intercession on behalf 
of his believing followers." 

Finally, he was in all things conformed to 
the will of his Father. In obedience to that 
will he came down from heaven ; in obedience 
to it be lived and died on earth, His works 
were the Father's works, and his words the 
Father's words.* " My meat," he said, " is 
to do the will of him that sent me and to finish 
his work."* Nor was it in doing only, but 
also in suffering, that he was devoted without 
a munnur to flie will of God. " my Fa- 
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ther," he cried, " if it be possible let this cup 
pass front me ; nevertheless not as 1 will, but 
as thou wilt,"^ — " not my will, but thine be 

Such was the moral character of the Saviour 
of men ; a most astonishing combination of 
purity, integrity, faithfulness, courage, zeal, 
fortitude, prudence, liberality, temperance, 
disinterestedness, heavenly-mindednesB,meek- 
ne^, humility, patience, and charity, all 
founded on an immeasurable love towards 
God the Father, and on a perfect obedience to 
his will. 

Here it ought to be remarked that as the 
followers of Jesus, in their pursuit of moral ex- 
cellence, are taught to place their dependence 
on the influence of the Spirit of God, so Christ, 
their holy Head, was endued with the same 
influence, but without measure.^ He was the 
" anointed one" of the Father. He produced, 
in unspeakable ripeness and abundance, that 
" fruit of the Spirit" which is " in all good- 
ness and righteousness and truth," ^ and 
which, in a smaller measure, is borne by 
all those who love, serve, and follow him. 

In applying the foregoing statement to the 
argument now before us, we have in the first 
place to remark that the gospels contain, in 
themselves, a suflicient evidence that the 
character of Jesus Christ, as developed by the 
evangelists, is true — that it was taken Irom 

5 Matt. ixTi, 39. i Luke iiii, 42. 

s John iil. 34. < Ephn. t, 9. 
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the life. Although for the sake of clearness 
we have stated its several particulars in a 
regular aeries, these authors have adopted no 
such method. A panegyric of their divine 
Master however just and merited, and a for- 
mal declaration of his virtues however incon- 
trovertible, formed no part of their plaa. 
The; were engaged in the duty of faithful nar- 
ration, and the character of their Lord comes 
out and is made apparent, as it were by acci- 
dent, in thehistoryof those various events, by 
which it was tried, and in the course of which 
it was unfolded. 

The simplicity and native charm of the nar- 
rative, are such as no Action can imitate. And 
let it be remembered that the history of the 
life and death of Jesus is recorded by four 
writers, each of whom (while they state many 
things in common) contributes, to the general 
account of him, a variety of particulars to 
which the otliers have not adverted. The 
faultless and perfectly original character of 
Jesus stands out to view, as the glorious result 
of their combined descriptions. 

That the delineation of such a person should 
be sustained, even by a single writer, without 
any lapse, and should produce a portrait with- 
out any blemish, would be extremely impro- 
bable, were the tale fictitious. But that so 
many distinct and evidently independent 
writers, should have described the conduct and 
deportment of Jesus, under so great a variety 
of circumstances, and still no inconsistency he 
found in the narrative, no flaw in the charac- 
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ter — is a fact for which nothing can possibly 
account, but the truth of the whole statement. 

Since then our Saviour's character, as pour- 
trayed in the New Teatainent, was real, we 
may receive it as a sure evidence, that the re- 
ligion which he taught is divine. For in the 
first place, we are bound by the laws of testi- 
mony, by plain reason, and by common sense, 
to receive as true, whatsoever was affirmed by 
a man of perfect morality. And secondly, 
the character of JesQs, considered as an essen- 
tial part of a religious system, is in itself a 
strong internal proof that God — the Fountain 
of all virtue and loveliness — is the Author of 
Christianity. In vain should we search for the 
description of such a character in the p^;es 
either of profane history, or of uninspired phi- 
losophy. U stands unrivalled and alone, a 
masterpiece of divine wisdom and power, 
stamped with the image of the most high God. 

Between the requirements of the law, and 
the example of the lawgiver there is no shadow 
of disagreement. Let the inquirer after truth 
reflect on this coincidence; let him examine 
the nice and easy fitting in of the law with the 
pattern, and of the pattern with the law, and 
he will be constrained to confess that both 
originate with that God of harmony, whose 
works alone tally with a perfect precision. 
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ingwith the Jews respecting 
his own attributes, Jesus Christ appealed to 
the Scriptures as witnesses to the truths which 
he uttered — " They are they which testify of 
me ;"' So also the apostle Paul asserts that 
the "holy Scriptures" are able to make "wise 
unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus."* Our Lord and his apostle here re- 
ferred to the Scriptures of the Old Testament ; 
but their doctrine is applicable with still greater 
force to those of the New Testament,. The 
sacred writers of both dispensations unite in 
testifying of Christ ; and on the other hand, 
the description which they give of him, reflects 
, its glory on the Scriptures, and bears witness 
to the inspiration under which they were 
composed. 

In order to do justice to our present ail- 
ment therefore, we must by no means confine 
ourselves to our Lord's human life and moral 
character ; we must endeavour to take a 
comprehensive view of his nature, history, and 
offices, as the Son of God, and Saviour of the 

When Jesus Christ came into the world, he 

proceeded forth from God the Father and 

1 John -, 39. t S Tim. iii, IS. 
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came down from heaven.' He was therefore 
with the Father and in heaven, before his 
birth. He existed before John the bap- 
tist;* and before Abraham himself.' He was 
the Lord of David,^ and the living Redeemer 
of Job J He was with. God in glory before the 
foundation of the world ^ — the " Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end, the first 
and the last ;"' his " goings forth have been 
from of old from everlasting."' 

He is the Son of God, " the only-begotten 
of the Father,"^ begotten before any thing was 
created.* He is the power and wisdom of 
God * — -the Word by whom God acts and in 
whom he is made manifest to his creatures. 
He is the " image of the invisible God,"* 
" the express image of his person (or sub- 
stance.)"^ 

He was " in the form of God" and " thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God " ' — one 
with the Father,^ and therefore himself God. 
" In the beginning was the Word and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God."» 

" All things were made by him, and with- 
out him was not any thing made that was 

> John iii, )3. xvi, 38. * John i, IS. 
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made."' "The world was made by him."' 
Cod made the worlds by his Son.' By the 
Son " were b.11 thin^ created that are in 
heaven, and that are in eanh, visible and in- 
visible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, 
or principalities, or powers, all things were 
created by him and for him."* 

By him also " all things consist."* He 
upholds alt things " by the word of his 
power ;"^ and he is himself unchangeable — 
" the same yesterday, and to day, and for 

He was " that eternal life which was with 
the Father."^ " In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men ; "• he was " the true 
light which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world. "^ He preached by his Spirit 
to the world before the flood. ^ He inspired 
the prophets who spake concerning himself.' 
He was the spiritual rock, who miraculously 
supplied the wants of the Israelites * — the 
leader whom they tempted to their own de- 
struction.^ When the law was dehvered from 
mount Sinai, his " voice shook the earth."' 

We have abundant reasons for identifying 
him with the " Angel of the covenant," who 
conversed with Abraham,T received the vows 
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of Jacob,* and " redeemed" him " from all 
evil ;"' revealed himself to Moses in the burn- 
ing bush ; ' led the Israelites through the desert, 
in a cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by 
night;* appeared to Joshua, in the character 
of the captain of the Jjard's host ; ^ drove out 
the Canaanites from the land of promise ;* and 
was manifested in his divine character and 
glory to Isaiah," Ezekiel,* Daniel,' Amos,^ and 
Zechariah." He was the ever present helper 
and governor of God's people, the object of 
their fear, their love, and their allegiance. Id 
him was the name of his Father ; he was ar- 
rayed in the attributes of Glod.'' He acted 
and Bpake on behalf of Jehovah, and mat 
Jehovah, e 

In the fulness of time — at the precise date, 
in the very place, of the nation, tribe, and 
family, predicted by the prophets, the " Word 
was made flesh" * — " made of a woman, made 
under the law."* " As the children are par- 
takers of flesh and blood, he also himself like- 
wise took part of the same."" He was clothed 
with a human body^ and a human soul,^ and 
having before been God only, he now became 
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God and man. ^ "God was manifest in the 
flesh."* 

He was conceived of the Holy Ghost, and 
bom of the Virgin Mary,^ and his name was 
called " Emmanuel, God with UB,"* Then did 
the Hhepherds hear the angel saying " Behold I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people, for unto you is born this 
day in the city of David, a Saviour which is 
Chnstthe Lord."' 

Before Jesus commenced his ministry, came 
John the Baptist, than whom there had arisen 
" no greater prophet,"^ to usher in the coming 
of " the Highest,"* to prepare " the way of 
the LoRs."" He pointed out Jesus to the 
people, saying, " Behold the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world."' 

After receiving the Holy Ghost, and after 
being confessed of the Father as his " beloved 
Son,"* Jesus commenced his ministry, which 
burst forth with matchless power and bright- 
ness. He promulgated the purest code of 
morality ever listened to by the ear of man; * 
he " brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel."^ He developed the 
moral government of God, and the respon- 
sibility of man, and unveiled the awftil secrets 
of eternity.' On more private occasions he 
8 Heb. ii, 14—18. • 1 Tim. iii, 16. 
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declared those mysterious doctrines of atone- 
ment and regeneration,' which were after- 
wards to be proclaimed by his inspired apos- 
tles, to the whole world. 

The ministry of Jesus was accompanied by 
wonderful works, wrought by the power of the 
Spirit of God, and by his own power. These 
miracles, were for the most part, public in their 
performance, sudden in their operation, and 
marvellously great in their effects. 

While our Lord was on earth, abund- 
ant evidence was afforded both of his hn- 
manity and of his deity. On the one hand, 
he lay a helpless infant in the manger ; 
increased in wisdom and stature as he ad- 
vanced in years; performed the laborious 
bnciions of a minister; was tempted by 
Satan ; thought, wept, spake, and prayed, 
like ourselves; was afflicted, insulted, tor- 
mented, and finally expired on the cross and 
was consigned to the grave, a corpse. On the 
other hand, he searched the hearte and knew 
the secret thoughts of his hearers ; reversed the 
order of nature ; controuled the stormy ele- 
ments 1 raised the dead to life ; asserted his 
equality and union with the Father;' and 
accepted those honours which were due to 
God alone. When Thomas "answered and 
said unto him. My Lord and my God," Jesus 
approved his confession of faith, and said, 
" Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou 
hast believed; blessed are they that have 
not seen and yet have believed."" 
3 John iii. * John v, 19—23. x, 3D. s John ix, 29. 
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The great purpoae for which the Son of 
God took our nature upon him was the re- 
demption of mankind ; and this purpose could 
be effected, according to the eternal counsels 
of tiie Father, only throi^h his atoning death. 
" The Son of man, came to give his life a ran- 
som for many."* He became incarnate "that 
through death, he might destroy him that had 
the power of death, that is the devil." ^ 
" Chiist also hath once suffered for sins, the 
just for the unjust that he might bring us to 
God."^ " Through the eternal Spirit," (he) 
"offered himself without spot to God."* "Now 
once in the end of the world hath he appeared 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself," • 
This cardinal doctrine of Christianity is 
foreshown by the types of the law, declared 
by the prophets, slated in plain terms by 
Jesus himself, and fully unfolded by the 
apostles. Nor was it for one part of mankind 
in preference to another, that Jesus died. He 
" tasted death for erery man."' He came to 
save " the world. "^ He was " the propitia- 
tion" (or atonement) for the sins of the " whole 

The death of Jesus, like his birth, was at- 
tended by circumstances which indicated his 
divine dignity, Through the space of three 
noon-day hours a miraculous darkness covered 
the whole land ; and when he " yielded up 
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the ghost," the veil of the temple was rent in 
twain, the earth quaked, and many bodies of 
the saints who slept arose.^ And here it ought 
to be remarked, that as the humanity of Jesus 
was the sole medium through which he made 
atonement for sin— for he died only as man — 
so it was his divinity — his Sonship — his per- 
fect oneness with the Father — which atone 
imparted to his death its mighty efHcacy for 
the salvation of sinners." 

On the same principle, it was through the 
medium of his humanity, that Jesus fulfilled 
the whole law of God, and bequeathed to hts 
disciples in every age a perfect pattern for the 
regulation of their conduct. Yet surely it is 
because of his infinite worth and dignity in 
the glorious Godhead, that Christ becomes 
" our righteousness,"^ and that his righteous- 
ness, imputed to believers, procures for them 
the reward of a happy immortality. 

" It was not possible" that Jesus " should 
be holden of death."* His body saw no cor- 
ruption. * On the morning of the third day, 
by his own power,^ and by the power of the 
Father,^ he arose from the dead, and was seen 
first by the women, next by Simon Peter, then 
by all the apostles, and afterwards by " five 
hundred brethren at once,"' These all bare 
witness to the glorious fact of his resurrection. 
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by which fact were for ever established the 
reality of bis misaion, the efficacy of hia sacri- 
fice, and the completeness of his victory over 
Sataa. God hath " begotten us again unto a 
livelyhopeby the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead."* 

After conversing occasionally with his dis- 
ciples during forty days, he met them on 
Mount Bethany, and there was taken up from 
them, and " a cloud received him out of their 
sight. "^ He ascended into heaven and "sat 
down on the right hand of the 'Majesty on 
high."^ God " set him at his own right hand 
in the heavenly places, far above all princi- 
pality, and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in 
this world, but also in that which is to 

Jesus Christ, in hia exaltation is both king 
and priest. As kii^, he reigns supreme over 
the universal church, militant on earth and 
glorified in heaven, and he rules over the uni- 
verse for the church's aake.^ As priest, he 
reconciles us to his Father through his blood, 
ministers to all our spiritual need, rebukes 
our adversary, pleads our cause,' and ever 
lives to make intercession for us.^ 

He is the mediator between God and man, 
in whom " all fulness " dwells,^ and who still 
unites in himself the human and the divine 
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natures. In virtue of the, former, he is " the 
first~born from the dead,"* whose resurrection 
is the pledg;e of ours ; and having been 
tempted in all points like as we are, (though 
" without sin,") he is touched with the feelings 
of our infirmiUes,' In virtue of the latter, 
he bestows upon his church all spiritual gi&s 
and gracea, and with the Father and the Holy- 
Ghost, is the object of religious adoration to 
the whole rational creation.' 

Finally, at the hour appointed in the hid- 
den counsels of the Father,* he will come 
again with great glory to judge the quick and 
the dead/ Then shall we hail his manhood 
as essential to his sympathy, and admire the 
equity of God who has " committed alljudg- 
ment " unto Jesus, " because he is the Son of 
man."^ Then also will he gloriously display 
his godhead, by raising the countless multi- 
tudes of the dead ; " by folding up the earth 
and heavens as a garment; 'by detecting the 
secrets of all hearts;* and by rendering to 
every man according to his deeds. 

At that momentous period, according to the 

Scriptures, the whole economy of redemption 

will be completed, and the Sob will resign his 

mediatorial authority to the Father from 

whom he received it.* Yet will he never lose 
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the dlstiactive character of the Lamb imma- 
culate,* and with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost, he will reign " over all " everlastingly, 
— " God blessed for ever."* 

Such is the general account ^ven to us 
in the Bible of the nature, history, and 
ofiices of the Saviour of mankind. The 
pass^ieB here cited are both numerous and 
clear ; and to these might easily be added a 
multitude of others which bear a correspond- 
ing and confirming testimony to the same 
truths. 

In adducing this account as an internal 
evidence of the inspiiation of its authors, we 
may, in the first place, notice its origiTtaliti/. 
Nothing can be more novel and extraordinary 
— nothing more unlike the inventions of man 
— than the various parts of which it is com 
posed ; and taken as a whole, this delineation 
of the DeUverer of our fallen race is abso- 
lutely singular and unrivalled. Plato indeed 
entertained some wandering notions respect- 
ing "word" or"reason" as forming part of 
the Deity ; but who for a moment would com- 
pare these notions, with the luminous descrip- 
tion given in Scripture of the Word of God, 
who is the brightness of God's glory, one with 
Jehovah, bearing his name, participating in 
his attributes, and therefore truly God ? 

Again we are aware that gross superstitions 
respecting incarnate deities distinguish the 
idolatry of the Hindoos and some other hea- 
then nations; and these superstitions may 

* Rev. xxi, 23. xili, 1, 3. ' Rom. U, S, 
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posiibly be the hideous and distorted imita- 
tions of truth. But where shall we hear of any 
thing comparable to the union described in 
Scripture, of perfect humanity and perfect 
deity, in our Lord Jesus Christ — a union which 
although incomprehensible in its mode, is to- 
telli^ble in its use — essential to all the 
offices of the Redeemer, and sustained with 
the even hand of omnipotence, through every 
stage of God's mighty scheme for the salva- 
tion of sinners ? 

Secondly, let ua observe the completeness 
and harmony of this account of the Saviour. 
Amultitudeof distinct testimonies, given forth 
in different ages, relating to various points of 
the subject, and contributed, without any 
systematic arrangement, by a host of indepen- 
dent writers, are found to coincide with exact 
precision. Without difficulty they fall into 
admirable order, and produce a whole which 
men and angels shall never cease to con- 
template with wonder, gratitude, and delight. 
Thebook which tells us of these things, and so 
tells us of them, must needs be the book of 
God. 



SECTION VIL 



We have already dwelt on the attributes' of 
God the Father, and on those of his only- 
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begotten Son, who is one with htm. But the 
Scriptures make known to uB a third divine 
Agent — the Holy Spirit of truth and righte- 
ouaness — who illuminates, converts, and puri- 
fies the souls of men. 

When our Saviour was about to quit this 
lower world-, he commanded his disciples to 
go and teach all nations, " baptising them 
into the name' of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost;"" from which eJtpres- 
sions we learn that these servants of God 
were to baptize their converts into that faith, 
of which the Father, the Son, and the Spirit 
are the inseparable objects. Now since it 
cannot for a moment be imagined that a mere 
attribute or influence could be presented to 
UB, as a joint object of our faith with the 
Father and the Sou, this passage must be 
regarded as containing a clear evidence of 
the personality of the Spirit. 

The same doctrine appears to have been 
adverted to by our Saviour.when he spoke of 
the Holy Ghost as of one ^;ainst whom it is 
unpardonable to blaspheme.* Again our Lord 
repeatedly describes him as the Comforter or 
Paraclele* of his people. " When the Com- 
forter is come, which is the Holy Ghost, whom 
the Father will send in my name, he shall teach 
you all things."* It is expedient for you 
that I go away, for if I go not away the Com- 
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forter will not come uoto you ; but if I depart, I 
will send him unto you, and when he is come, 
he will reprove the world of sin, and of righte- 
ousness, and of judgment."^ In all these pas- 
sages the Spirit is described under a peiaonal 
title, and as exercising personal attributes. On 
the same principle, we find that it was the Holy 
Ghost to whom Ananias and Sapphira lied, 
and whom they conspired to tempt.'' He it is 
who said, " Separate me Barnabas and Saul, 
for the work whereunto I have called tbem ;" * 
vhojorbad Paul to preach the word in Asia ; • 
to whom it seemed good not to burthen the 
Gentiles with Jewish ceremonies ; ' who divides 
to every man spiritual gifts according to his 
will;' whom we are commanded not to 
grieve;^ and to whom our bodies are to be 
consecrated as a living temple.* 
■ While the Holy Ghost is thus represented 
to us in Scripture, under a personal character, 
the attributes ascribed to him, are plainly 
those of the Deity himself. God is a Spirit. 
Invisible and spiritual in his nature, he fills 
his own works ; he exercises over them an un- 
seen and powerful influence ; he dwells and 
operates in the hearts of men. Nor can we 
deny the truth of the converse of such a pro- 
position. The Spirit who fills the works of 
the Almighty, who exercises over them an un- 
seen, yet powerful influence, who dwells and 
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Operates in the hearts of men, is God. " The 
Lord is that Spirit." 

The union of the Father, the Son, and the 
Spirit in the work of Creation, is conspicuously 
marked in the book of Genesis as compared 
with the declarations of the New Testament. 
When God, the Father, spake and it was done 
— when he said, " Let there be light," and there 
was light — he created by his Word. And at 
the same time, " the Spirit of God moved on 
the face of the waters."* It was therefore in 
his true and appropriate character that Jeho- 
vah spake when ne said, " Let us make man in 
oiTR image, after our likeness."^ The same 
union in the work of Redemption, was memo- 
rably displayed, when the Spirit desended tike 
a dove, and lighted on the head of Jesus; 
while the voice of the Father was heard, say- 
ing. This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.^ " The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ," said Paul, " and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be 
with you all, amen."* 

There is no passage, however, which throws 
more light on this subject than the following : 
" Howbeit" (said Jesus) " when he, the Spirit 
of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth; for he shall not speak of himself; 
but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 
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speak ; and he will shew you things to come. 
He shall glorify me ; for he shall receive of 
mine, and shall shew it uoto you. All things 
that the Father hath are mine : therefore, said 
l,that he shall take of mine, and ahew it unto 
you."i Here the Spirit is spoken of as the 
guide aod teacher of the Lord's people, who 
applies to their understandings and hearts the 
doctrine of Christ — 'administers to them of his 
love and grace — and thus glorifies the Son, 
by whom he is commissioned. On the other 
hand, the mercies of the Son are identified 
with those of the Father, to whom he is him- 
self subordinate, and from the boundless depths 
of whose compassion, springs the whole mighty 
system ordained for man's salvation. 

Behold then the goodly order of truth. The 
Son is of the Father^the only-begotten of 
XJod. The Holy Spirit is the Father's* and the 
Son's.' The Father sends the Son. The Fa- 
ther and tlie Son send the Holy Spirit,* Nor 
can it be denied that in the economy of grace 
and salvation, tJiey have severally distinct 
offices which the sacred writers never con- 
fuse. The Father originates and elects. The 
Son mediates and atones. The Holy Spirit 
regenerates and sanctifies. 

While however the Scriptures afford us 
abundant evidence that the Father is God, 
that the Son is God, and that the Holy Spirit 
is God, and plainly indicate their order and 
their respective offices, there is nothing in the 

I Johnxvi, 14—15. i Mall.iii, 16. 
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sacred volume which in the least degree Bup- 
ports the notion that the Father, the Son, and 
the Spirit, are separate Deities. So blasphem- 
ous and absurd an opinion has probably never 
been eutertained, even for a moment, by any 
serious reader of the Bible ; for it is abhorrent 
from the whole scope and meaning of the ' 
book. The eacred writers ascribe to the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Spirit respectively, the 
names and attributes of the only true Qod — 
the immutable Jehovah: and at die same time, 
the doctrine that " there is no other God but 
he," is not only clearly declared, but is pre- 
sumed and understood in every page and 
almost in every verse, of the sacred volume. 

What then ts the conclusion to which a 
comprehensive view of Scriptural truth inevi- 
tably leads ? It is that the Father, the Son, 
and ibe Holy Spirit are essentially and eter- 
nally OWE. 

lie distinction to which the Scriptures 
bear testimony as subsisting in the Deity, 
is BO far from undermining the doctrine of 
his oneness, that it imparts to that doctrine a 
fresh energy and a peculiar glory. Certain it 
is, that where the unity of God is admitted, 
and this distinction is nevertheless denied, as 
among the Mahometans and modem Jews, 
religion loses much of its practical influence 
and vital power. Yet while the Christian re- 
joices in die distinct characters and offices of 
the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, so graci- 
ously revealed to ui for our instruction and 
edification, he probably never finds his soul 
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bowed down with so deep a reverence or filled 
with EO pure a delig;ht, as when be contem- 
plates the Almighty, as an ineffable glory — 
an incommunicable name — an infinite and in- 
comprehensjbie itnity. 

We must now apply these remarlcs to the 
■ ai^umenl before us. Were that union and 
distinction in the divine nature, which is so 
plainly declared in Scripture, contrary to 
reason — that is, naturally impossible — we 
should be driven to the conclusion, that the 
Bible is so far from being the book of God, 
that it can be ascribed only to ignorant 
and erring man. But God is an infinite and 
unsearchable Being, and the least degree of 
reflection may suffice to satisfy us that there 
is nothing which reason can disprove in the 
doctrine of Scripture, that in a certain respect 
he is THREE, and in another respect, one. 

Yet that doctrine is 6eyoRr/ reason — far out 
of the reach of our intellectual powers; and 
this is the very ground on which we hail it as 
another interna! evidence of the divine origin 
of the Holy Scripture. While it bears upon 
us with a native strength and harmony which 
plainly indicate its truth, and while, when 
rightly understood, it is found to be full of 
unutterable blessings for our fallen race, it 
relates to the unfathomable secrets of the 
divine nature, and could not possibly have 
been discovered by the unassisted discern- 
ment of man. To whom then can we ascribe 
the revelation of this doctrine, but to the 
Supreme Being himself? 

:Xoo-;lc 
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It IB not, however, to the fact of its revela- 
tion only, but also to the manner in which it 
is revealed, that we may safely make our ap- 
peal. The Father, the Son, and the Spirit 
are presented to us in the Scriptures as seve- 
rally God, and as the distinct objects of our 
faith ; and at the same time we axe perpetually 
reminded by the sacred writers that God is 
ONE. Yet these writers offer no apology what- 
soever for this apparent diversity of statement ; 
nor do they make the slightest attempt to ex- 
plain the mode in which these truths consist. 
The most mysterious of all doctrines is reveal- 
ed in their writings with a perfect simplicity; 
and on the apparent presumption, that no 
doubts could be entertained, and no casuistry 
exercised, on the subject. 

How different would have been the case, 
had the Scriptures been written by some of 
those theological speculators, who have since 
handled the same subject, in their own wisdom 
and strength. What scholastic refinements, 
what apologies for apparent difficulties, what 
nice distinctions, what extraordinary terms, 
would have been imposed on their readers! 

In the Bible all is simple, powerful, and 
practical. While enough is hidden to humble 
us under a sense of our own ignorance, enough 
is revealed to direct our f^th and to regulate 
our conduct ; and the very mode in which the 
light shines upon us, afTords a substantial evi- 
dence that it is the light of heaven. 
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Thus various and satisfactory are the evi- 
dences which the Bible, conndered alone, 
coDt^ns of its divine authority. Of liie par- 
ticular points which have now been offered 
to the attention of the reader, and which, 
after all, are only a selection of evideaces, 
each may fairly be deemed conclusive inde- 
pendently of the others. 

Let the inquirer after truth reflect on the 
general excelleiice of Scripture ; on the moral 
and spiritual energy which pervades the book ; 
on the concentrated wisdom of a multitude of 
its particular texts, on the vigour and useful- 
ness of its larger parts, and on the harmony 
of the mighty whole ; more especially, let him 
compare the types of the Old Testament with 
the great Antitype of the gospel; and let 
him observe the figurative application even 
of real characters and historical facts record- 
ed in Scripture — all teeming with lessons of 
Christian doctrine and spiritual religion. 

Or let him direct his attention to the agree- 
ment between many of the prophecies of 
Scripture, and the history contained in the 
same book, and particularly between the pre- 
dictions respecting Christ, and the narratives 
of the four evangelists; and let him observe 
that while the prophecy and the history are 
precisely matched, the prophecy could not 
possibly have occasioned the history, or the 
history the prophecy. 

Or let him examine the revelation made in 
Scripture, of the natural and moral attributes 
of God our Father; his spirituality, eternity. 
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omnipoteace, wisdom, omniscience, and om- 
nipresence ; his holiness, justice, equity, long- 
suffering, goodness, and love — a revelation 
which throws into the shade all the specula- 
tions of philosophers respecting the nature of 
the Deity, and which irresistibly recommends 
itself, as of divine origin, to every candid and 
serious mind. 

Or let him compare the attributes of God 
with his moral law as it is unfolded in the 
Bible ; let him dwell on the harmony which 
subsists between them ; let him mark the 
perfection of that law, and the peculiarity of 
some of its features ; and especially let him 
observe the standard which it proclaims, and 
the motives which it calls into action. 

Or let him observe the exact correspond- 
ence of the moral law in its full develop- 
ment, with the example of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; let him examine the proofs afibrded 
by the gospels therawlves that this example 
was real ; and then let him meditate on the 
strength and beauty of its several parts, and 
on the or^nality and divine excellence of the 
whole. 

Or let bim contemplate the Saviour of 
mankind in that more extensive view which 
comprehends his whole nature, character, and 
history—his eternal preexistence, his creative 
power, his incarnation, his miracles, his aton- 
ing death, his resurrection, his ascension, his 
Teig:n of glory, and his predicted return ou 
the day of judgment. More especially let 
him reflect on that wondrous combination in 
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Christ of deity and hum&nity, whicb qualifies 
him for all his gracious offices, as a Mediator, 
a Priest, a King, a Judge, and a Redeemer. 

Or, lastly, let him dwell on the personal 
attributes and gracious operations of the Holy 
Ghost, the Sanctifier ; on the distJoct character 
and offices of the Father, the Son, and the 
Spirit, in the economy of grace and salvation ; 
on their harmony of design and operation 
both in creation and in redemption ; and above 
all, on their absolute, and unchangeable one- 
ness in the glorious Godhead. 

To whichsoever of these points in out ail- 
ment, we direct our attention, we can scarcely 
fail to find in it (if our search be deliberate 
and sincere) something which will coustrain 
the inference, that the Holy Scriptures were 
given by inspiration of God. 

But tlie evidences of Christianity in general, 
and this branch of them in particular, are 
cumulative. While each article in the series 
of proofs has' its own force, it adds to the 
cogency of all the others. This fact depends 
on a general principle, of the truth of which a 
slight degree of reflection will be sufficient to 
convince us. If a certain proposition is clearly 
supported by a single testimony, the proof is 
so far satisfactory ; but when a second testi- 
mony is produced, we have not only the 
insulated force of each, but the correspond- 
ence between the two affords a distirfct addi- 
tional evidence that we are deceived by 
neither. Again, when a third testimony is 
added, the same efiect is produced in a 
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still greater degree, and behold we have " a 
threefold cord not quickly broken!" The 
comparison is ajust one; three threads have 
severally their own force, but when twisted 
together, they produce a cord, of which the 
strength is far superior to the mere sum of 
their original forces. 

But in an aigument like the present, where 
the series of proofe consists of numerous dis- 
tinct particulars, everyone of which possesses 
an inherent validity, the accumulated force of 
the whole, becomes irresistible. Although 

Earts of the system of Christianity may sUll 
e left in obscurity, and lie beyond the reach 
of human explanation, this is a force of evi- 
dence which bears down every obstruction, 
and ought to dissipate every doubt. Nothing 
remains for us as reasonable men, but to 
admit the conclusion, that the religion of the 
Bible is the tkqth of God. 
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THE BIBLE COMPARED WITH EXPERIENCE. 

The word experience must here be under- 
stood in a wide and general' sense ; as com- 
prehending the results not merely of self- 
knowledge, but of that, acquaintance with 
mankind and with the order and coiistitulion 
of nature, which we obtain- from our own ob- 
servation. In discussing the present subject, 
we shall make use, as occasion requires, of 
the following lines of reasoning, all of which 
depend on that primary truth, that there is 
one God, the Author of nature, and the Su- 
preme Ruler of created things. 

First — When the doctrines revealed to 
us in the Scriptures are analogous to the 
ordinary course of nature and Providence — 
similar in effect and identical in principle — 
this circumstance affords a satisfactory an- 
swer to all objections which can be urged 
against them ; because experience proves 
that the effects or principles objected to, 
(though the reasons for them may be hidden 
ftom UB,) belong to God's known plan for the 
government of the world. But such a mode 
of reasoning not only enables us to parry ob- 
jections ; it supplies us with positive evidence 
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of DO mconsiderable importaace, that the 
doctimes in question are true. Since God is 
one, and his univerae an harmonious system, 
the fact that these doctrines are of the like 
kind and character with thoae things which 
are actually perceptible in His government, 
aSbrds a strong presumption that the God of 
nature has ordained them — that they origi- 
nate with Him alone. The more exact die 
analogy, and the more marked and peculiar 
the points of resemblance, the more conclu- 
sive this evidence becomes. 

Secondly — When the declarations of the 
Bible respecting the character and condition 
of mankind, or any other points of a practi- 
cal nature, are found to correspond with un- 
doubted facts — when they fall in precisely 
with that which we feel in ourselves and ob- 
serve in others — we, of course, draw the infer- 
ence that the Scriptures are true. And when 
the truths which they thus communicate to 
us, although confirmed by experience, are 
such as man cannot discover in his own wis- 
dom, and such as are utterly opposed to all 
his favourite systems — we further conclude 
that this unflattering intelligence is sent to 
us from that Being, who searches our hearts 
and knows all things as they are. 

Thirdly — When we take a view of our 
weakness and sinfulness by nature, and con- 
template Christianity as a scheme ordained 
for our recovery ; and When we ascertain 
from experience that this scheme is precisely 
suitable to its purpose, and supplies our whole 
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Bpiritual need, we are furnished with unqnea- 
tionable proof that it is the work of a wise 
and nKrciful ContriTer. And further, whea 
we consider the nature of this scheme — its 
complexity and unity, its wondrous original- 
ity, it« universal applicability — we rest assured 
that its Contriver, is God. 

In the following pages, these tines of rea- 
soning are not always separately pursued ; 
but the reader will have no di£Rculty in per- 
ceiving to which of them each successive ar- 
gument properly belongs ; and 1 trust it will 
be fmind, that they are susceptible of being 
blended wi^out confusion. 



The declarations of Scripture respecting 
R future life admit, in one point of view, 
of no comparison with experience, because 
no man living has yet experienced that there 
is such a life; and supposing that there is 
one, no man can compare that new state of 
existence, with the account given of it in the 
Bible, who has not himself passed through 
the poitala of the grave. 

In another point of view, however, the 
doctrine of revealed rel^on, that man lives 
after death, may justly be said to accord with 
experience, because things which we see, and 
feel, and know, in this present world, lead 
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to the conclusion that this doctrine is true. 
That such is the fact will appear from a brief 
consideration of the following particulars. 

I. Every man capable of reflection, is 
perfectly aware that he possesses not only a 
gross material body, but a mind which per- 
ceives, thinks, wills, and reasons ; and al- 
though these two are brought into close union, 
and in various respects powerfully atfect each 
other, he is also aware that they are distin- 
guished by quite different capacities and func- 
' ^ons. The body like all other taatter, is 
tangible, extended, and divisible ; and being 
organised with a perfect skill, it becomes a 
weil-adaptcd machine for all the purposes of 
life. On the other hand, the mind, intangible 
and spiritual, sits at the helm as its supreme 
governor, and directs all its movements. It 
sees through the eye, hears through the ear, 
and handles through the touch. Closely, 
however, as it is connected with the body 
in the eiercise of all these functions, it is 
allied with foreign matter, in a precisely simi- 
lar manner, though in a different degree. A 
man sees with his eye as he sees with a tele- 
scope ; both are mere instruments of vision. 

But it is in tlie higher operations of the 
mind, that the distinctness of its character and 
functions from those of the body become 
most conspicuous. The faculties of reflection 
and abstract reasoning, and above all, the 
faculty of worship, must for ever distinguish 
the mind of man from the instinct of the in- 
ferior animals ; and still more obviously from 
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all things merely material. These are func- 
tions which a man perfonna without any aid 
from bis natural senses, and often when during 
the hour of silent meditation, the world with- 
in him is separated from all external objects. 
The mind can then roam over the universe at 
its pleasure; and when it rises in living aspi- 
rations towEuds the Maker and Ruler of that 
universe, it holds converse with God himself. 

AH inquiries into the nature and essence 
of mind — what it is, or of what it consists — 
are improper and absurd; because the ques- 
tion lies beyond our Teach. It is not within 
the province of our faculties. Mind and 
matter are severally known only by their pro- 
perties. By matter we mean, that whicn is 
tangible, extended, and divisible; by mind, 
that wbich perceives, reflects, wills, and rea- 
sons. These properties are wholly dissimilar 
and admit of no comparison. To pretend 
that mind is matter, is to propose a contra- 
diction in terms, and is just as absurd as to 
pretend that matter is mind. Since, there- 
fore, the thinking part within us, is plainly 
distinct in its nature and character from the 
gross body with which it is here connected, 
it is only reasonable to believe, that they are 
essentidly independent, and that when the 
body perishes, or rather falls to pieces, (for 
in the course of nature, no particle of matter 
is ever destroyed,) the mind will survive the 
wreck. 

II. This presumption is greatly strei^th- 
ened by facts familiar to every observer, and 
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often brought home to the experience of in- 
dividuals. A man may lose many parts of 
his body — the eye by which he sees, the 
tongue by which he tastes, the ear by which 
he hears, and the hand by which he handles 
— he may be deprived of all his organs of 
sense, and yet is the same man as he was 
before. The mind which is the man, conti- 
nues unchanged and unimpaired. Chemistry, 
indeed, demonstrates that our bodies are in 
a state of perpetual flux, and that not a par- 
ticle of the matter which once belonged to 
us, can now be called our own ; yet we never 
lose our personal identity. We are still the 
same rational and responsible individuals, as 
ever. 

These remarks apply to the bnun, which is 
the receptacle of sensation — the connecting 
link between the senses and the mind— as 
well as to other parts of our mortal Irame. 
It is a well known fact, that this oi^n is 
sometimes seriously injured and a lai^ part 
of it actually removed, without any material 
interruption of the functions of the mind. 
Closely connected, therefore, as is this won- 
drous mstrument with these functions, and in 
general essential to their exercise in our pre- 
sent state of being, it is no more to be con- 
fused or identified with the mind itself, than is 
any other part of the human body. Finally, 
it often happens, that when the body is des- 
perately diseased and within a few moments 
of death, the mind remains unimpaired, and 
even shines forth with peculiar strength and 
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brightness; displaying its loftiest powera of 
reflection, hope, and adoration. 

These and similarfacts plainly indicate that 
as matter exiats independently of mind, so 
mind may exist independently of matter; and 
they confirm the presumption, derived from 
the distinctness of their natures, that death 
cannot annihilate our rational faculty. Since 
experience proves that " all things continue 
as they are, except in those respects in which 
we have some reason to think they will be 
altered,"' it is plain that the doctrine of the 
soul's -surviving the body agrees with experi- 
ence. Who that reflects on the native powers 
of the living spirit within him can avoid ac- 
knowledging the propriety of that distinction 
on which our Saviour insisted; " Fear not 
them which kill the body, but are not able to 
kill the toul; but rather fear him who is able 
to destroy both soul and body in hell ? "^ 

Here we may call to mind a lesson taught 
us by reason as well as by Scripture, that the 
Creator of heaven and earth, who pervades 
the universe which he has made, is himself an 
immaterial Being. Yet He is the Living One 
and the Fountain of all life ; and in Him are 
centered, in infinite perfection, all the proper- 
ties of a rational mind. When, therefore, he 
breathed into man a spark of his 'own intelli- 
gence — a soul capable of reflection and reason 
— we may fairly conclude that He bestowed 
upon him something which, like Himself, 
1 Butler's Analogy, chap, i, p. 19. 
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exists iudepeodently of matter — something 
which, like Himself, can never die. 

III. From the premises it may be inferred, 
that the only respect in which the soul of man 
is altered by the death of the body is this — 
that being freed from its mortal tenement, it (s 
introduced to & higher and purer state of ex- 
istence — a state of which, at present, we can 
form no conception. On this point again, the 
presumptions of reason are in accordance with 
revelation. " Verily I say unto thee," said 
the dying Redeemer to the thief on the cross, 
" to day thou shalt be with me in Paradise ;" 
that is, in tlie region of departed spirits — in a 
place of exaltation and felicity. ' 

Now such a change of condition as we have 
here supposed. Is so far from being at variance 
with the visible order and constitution of the 
world, that it is precisely analogous to many 
things which we know to take place in nature ; 
that is, under the perceptible government of 
God. The seed is sown in the earth, and 
falls to pieces in the ground ; yet in due sea- 
son it becomes " the full corn in the ear," or 
the flower laden with blossoms, or even a tree 
so mighty, that the fowls of the heaven lodge 
in its branches.* A worm is changed to a 

i Luke iiiii, 42, 43. 
* " All Ihingi," iiye Biihop Pesraon (after deicribing 
Ae change of leuona, and the mnual renTsla of na- 
tUFe), " are repaired by corrupliTig, are preserved by 
perisbing, and revived by dying ; and can ve Ibinii that 
iDan, the lord of ail Iheae thing) which thus die and re- 
vive tor him, ihouid be to detuned in death as never to 
live again? Ii il ima^nabie that God should tbui realore 
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chrysalis, and uDdei|;oe8 a sort of living death, 
until the appointed moment aniveB for its 
breaking every bond, and spreading to the sun 
the painted wings of the butterfly. 

But what change can be imagined inore 
■triking and complete than that which even 
here takes place in man himself? What dif- 
ference, as to extent and variety of powers, 
can be conceived more remarkable, than that ■ 
which subsists between the unborn babe, and 
man in all the maturity of his bodily and 
intellectual faculties ? If, then, we are to 
judge from the analogy of nature, we must 
surely consider it credible and even probable 
(independently of other evidence), that the 
death of the body is a kind of second birth 
to the soul ; an event which will usher the 
immortal part of man, with enlarged and still 
enlarging faculties, into a loftier state of be- 
ing — into a new and more extended field of 
thought and action, of suffering or enjoyment. 

IV. To these considerations must be added 
the general consent of mankind, in all ages, 
to the doctrine of a future life. The impres- 
sion seems to be almost universal in the minds 
of men, that when the body ceases to exist, 
the indestructible spirit wings its way to un- 
known regions, either of bliss or woe. This 
is a belief which the idolatrous Hindoo, the 
polished Greek, the untutored American In- 
dian, the Jew, the Mussulman, and the Chris- 
tian, have been found to entertain in common ; 
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and it may be questioned whether the most 
haidened of infidela ever succeeded in ftiUv 
persuading himself that death would be his 
annihilation. The impious motto of the French 
revolutionists, " death is an eternal sleep," is 
opposed at once to the fair presumptions of 
reason, to the analogy of nature, and to a 
feeling deeply inherent in the mind of man ; 
inherent, at least, wheresoever his rational 
faculties are in any degree developed. 

I consider it to be matter of fact, confinned 
by the experience of millions, that our spirit- 
ual part — that part which reasons, reflects, and 
communes with its Creator — shrinks from the 
notion that its existence will cease, clings to 
life, pants after immortality, and, as it were, 
refuses to die. 

Now, whether we ascribe the concurrent 
feelings and opinions of mankind on this sub- 
ject to original revelation, or to the light of 
reason, or to a sense of moral responsibility, or 
to the very constitution of our nature, or to all 
these causes combined, we cannot reasonably 
avoid the conclusion, that the foundation on 
which tliey rest is truth. 

Since, then, we are sensible that matter 
and mind have distinct natures and proper- 
ties; since their independence of each other 
is evinced by many notorious facts ; since we 
know that many of God's creatures undergo 
vast changes, and rise step by step in the 
scale of being, without losing their identity; 
and since the general consent of mankind 
proclaims the reality of a life to come — we 
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may safely affinn that the doctrine of Scrip- 
ture on this momentous subject, agrees with 
experience. It agrees with those conclusions 
of reason, which experience fully justifies and 
even constrains. 

While, however, we rejoice in this harmony 
of evidence, we ought always to remember that 
the proper and sufficient proof of a future life 
is to be found in the Bible itself. Since the 
primary object of the Christian revelation is 
to declare tne reality, and unfold the interests, 
of a world to come, all the evidences, whether 
historical, prophetical, or moral, which prove 
the truth of Christianity, bear with peculiar 
farce on this essential point. It is the glo~ 
nous disUnctJoQ of the divine Founder of our 
religion that he " has brought life and im- 
mortality to light by the gospel." It ought 
also to be observed, that while revealed reli- 
gion agrees with the dictates of reason and 
nature respecting a future life, and, as it 
were, adopts them for companions as far as 
they go, A contains a further development of 
truth in reference to this subject, and on its 
own authority, declares some essential parti- 
culars which our natural faculties could never 
enable us to discover. 

Although, in the first place, observation and 
experience afford us good reason to believe that 
the death of the body will not destroy the soul; 
yet it is impossible for ua to judge from the 
mere light oi nature, whether within the range 
of an unknown future, some other event may 
not occur by which the soul itself will be an- 
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nifailated. But revelation solves all doubts on 
the gubject, and for ever fixes a negative on 
such a notion. The testimony of Scripture Is 
express, that our future life will last for ever 
and ever. The worm prepared for the wicked 
is declared to be a deathless worm, and the 

Eleasnres reserved for the righteous to be end- 
ss pleasures.' 
And secondly, while reason affords a strong 

E resumption that the soul lives after death, it 
as little or no light to communicate respect- 
ing the resurrection of the body. But there is 
no point on which revelation more emphati- 
cally dwells than on the certain approach of a 
day, when all that are in the ffTUves&iiai\heai 
the voice of the Son of God, and shall come 
forth — when the dead shall be raised, and the 
living changed ; when our mortal frame shall 
be proved to have been the seed of a spiritual 
body ; when our soul shall be united to that 
body i and thus the whole law of death be 
fiututyand for ever abolished, through Jeaus 
Ghrist our Lord. ' 



SECTION II. 



The reality and eternal duration of a future 
life being allowed, it becomes of unspeakable 

i Matt, iiv, 46. ■ M»rk ii, 43, 44. Conip. Pulma 
xri, 11. Dui.xii, 3. John li, 26., &c. 
• Johnv,M,S9. 1 Cor.n.SS— J7. B*v. ", 11—15. 
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importance, to ascertain by what means we 
may insure or promote its being a happy state 
of existence to ourselves. 

Christianity teaches us that our condition 

hereafter, depends upon our conduct in the 
present life ; and that in a future and ever-en- 
during world, we shall all be rewarded or pu- 
nished according to our works. Now in this 
general notion of the responsibility of man, 
and of the government of God by rewards and 

Sunishments, there is nothing which contra- 
icts either reason or experience. On the 
contrary, we actually find ourselves placed 
under the same kind of government in this 
lower world. Our happiness here is in a great 
degree placed in our own power, and we are 
forewarned by nature that certain actions 
will procure us pleasure, and that others as 
surely will be productive of pain. Most of 
the enjoymenta of life are bestowed upon ua 
as an effect — that is as a reward — of some 
exertion on our parts, and much of the pain 
which we suffer, is the consequence of our own 
inadvertence ; it is a punishment which we 
bring upon ourselves. A man who thrusts 
his arm mto the fire, is punished for his folly 
by the agony which he endures, and by the 
loss of his limb. 

Experience moreover proves, that present 
pleasure can be safely pursued only within 
certain limits, and under proper regulation; 
and that watchfulness and self-denial are ab- 
solutely essential to our temporal prosperity. 
If we prefer our known future advantage to 
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immediate gratification, we seldom fail to 
meet with our reward ; but, on the contrary, 
if we refuse to walk in the ways of wisdom,' 
punishment is sure to overtake us. Often 
does it happen, that after long delays, at an 
unexpected moment, and in a degree which 
seems out of all proportion to our offence, 
we reap the bitter fruits of our carelessness, 
or our folly. The imprudence of a passing 
hour, may entail upon ua a life of perplexity 
and sorrow. 

When therefore revealed religion declares 
that we are in a state of trial with a view to 
futurity ; that in the eternal world to come, 
we shall enjoy or suffer the consequences of 
our present conduct ; and that in order to ob- 
tain happiness hereafter, we must here exer- 
cise continual watchfulness and self-denial — 
it declares those things which are precisely 
similar to the known constitution of nature 
and order of Providence. It is certain there- 
fore, that the doctrine of Christianity on this 
Bubject, eufreee with experience. 

These premises being clear, the question im- 
mediately arises, what line of conduct we 
must pursue — what kind of life we must lead 
— in order to obtain a happy futurity. Chris- 
tianity answers, " A virtuous line of conduct, 
a life of righteousness." We leain from the 
Holy Scriptures, that God not only governs 
bis rational creatures by a system of rewards 
and punishments, but applies that system 
according to a moral rule — that he is the 
moral Governor of the world — that in the 
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boundless future, he will rewaid the good 
with happiness, and punish the wicked with 
misery. And does this further derelopment 
of the government of God over mankind also 
agree with experience ? Is it rendered cre- 
dible — is it confirmed to be probable and even 
true — by those things which we know in our- 
selves, and observe in the world around us ? 
Does experience furnish us with any proofs 
that God, the rewarder and punisher of man- 
kind, is on the side of virtue ? 

That these questions may be safely answer- 
ed in the affirmative, will appear from the 
following considerations. 

I. Every one knows that man is gifted (in 
distinction we may presume from all the in- 
ferior animals) not only with the powers of 
reason, but with the faculty of conscience, by 
which we judge of right and wrong in our 
own actions. We may safely aver, that there 
is no man living, whose intellectual powers are 
not entirely obscured, who is destitute of this 
faculty, and it seems probable, that the exer- 
cise of it is uniformly connected with a sense 
of the existence of some superior power, to 
whom we are responsible, llie allusion made 
to this subject by the apostle Paul, corres- 
ponds with the results of observation : " When 
the Gentiles which have not the law (i. e. the 
written law), do by nature the things con- 
tained in the law, these having not the law, 
are a law unto themselves; which show the 
work of the law written in their hearts, their 
conscience also bearing witness, and their 
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thoughts the meanwhile accusing or else ex- 
cuBJDg; one another." ^ 

The conscience is here justly described as 
bearing witness in the soul, — as declaring to a 
man whether the action which he has done or 
is about to do, is right or wrong. His thoughts 
accuse him on the one hand, and excuse him 
on the other, but it is his conscience which de- 
cides the question. Now the conscience, like 
all our other natural faculties, is hable to 
great abuse. It may be blinded by ignorance, 
baideiied by sin, and perverted by a mistaken 
education ; and hence its decisions may some- 
times be scarcely perceptible, and at other 
times erroneous. But although the eye may 
be darkened, distorted, or even destroyed, the 
light is in its very nature unchangeable; and 
the " law written on the heart"^a " work," 
as I have always believed, of the Holy Spirit 
— is a light communicated to the soul, by 
which the conscience is directed, and rectified, 

Where the intellectual powers are but little 
unfolded, as among the more savage tribes of 
the heathen, this light does indeed appear to 
be extremely faint. It shines in darkness; and 
" the darkness" comprehends it not,^ But 
although the superficial observer, who is pro- 
bably unap quainted even with their language, 
may be unable to discover in men so untutor- 
ed, any traces of the moral principle, there 
can be little question that it exists, and might 
presently be called into action, should their 
mental faculties become better cultivated. 
TRom. li, U, IS. S Set John i, 9. 
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Again, it may be remarked, that persons are 
sometimes led by a misapprebensioo of duty, 
not only to adopt practices which the law of 
God does not require, but even fearfully to 
break that law; as Saul did when, under 
the influence of " a zeal for God, but not 
according to knowledge," he persecuted the 
iiuofiending Christians. But such facts af- 
ford no proof whatsoever — not even any fair 
presumption — that the law la not written 
on the hearts of all men. For although 
a man's conscience may be so perverted, 
that he will commit a bad action, under a 
notion that be is doing his duty, no exam- 
ple has ever been adduced of a man's con- 
scientiously approving an action, because of 
its badness ; for example, because it is treach- 
erous, cruel, or, unjust. It may be safely af- 
firmed, that all men, every where, approve of 
truth, justice, and benevolence. There is a 
moral principle in every man's heart, which 
compels him to acknowledge that, abstract- 
edly, these qualities are right and good. And 
what is this principle but the law of God made 
manifest in the soul ? 

It appears then, that what we know and 
feel of the constitution of our nature, and of 
the working of our own minds, affords an un- 
questionable evidence that our Creator is on 
uie side of virtue, and that when the sacred 
writers call upon us to lead a life of holiness, 
integrity, and charity, their voice is in perfect 
unison with the voice of God, heard in the 
secret of the heart. 

u- :Xoo-;lc 



GOVERNMENT OP GOD. 91 

• The more the eon«cience is enlightened by 
this iDwaid monitor, the less it will respond 
to certain parts of the moral systems of the 
ancient heathen philosophers — those parts for 
example, which encourage the pride of man, 
fcod make allownace for ambition, suicide, and 
revenge ; and the less it will sanction that 
false prophet Mahomet, in fanning the violent 
and voluptuous propensities of our nature; bat 
between the law written on the heart, and the 
law written in Scripture, there is a perfect ac- 
cordance. Not a single article can be found 
in the code of Christianity, to which the most 
enlightened conscience can refuse its assent. 
Yet while the inward and the outward law go 
hand in hand, justifying and confirming each 
other, it is always to be remembered, that 
Christianity developes our moral duties to a 
much greater extent, than does merely natural 
Teligion. 

The Scriptures make known to us the at- 
tributes of Jehovah with a fulness and preci- 
sion, to which our unassisted reason could 
never have attained, and with an equal com- 

Eleteness, they describe the behaviour towards 
[im, which those attributes demand. They 
reve^ the new relations of the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, and insist on our con«sponding 
duties ; in short, (as we have already remark- 
ed,) they unfold the law of God in all iu 
strength and spiritvality — in all the glorious 
variety of its details. 

Now I conceive that in the agreement be- 
tween the law written on the heart, and the 
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law writtetk in the book, and in the extension 
of the latter beyond the natural limits of the 
former, we have two cogent and distinct evi- 
dences, that the Scriptures are the book of 
God. 

II, Furnished aa we are by the Author of 
our being with a moral principle, it is impos- 
sible for us to conceive that God will reward 
and punish mankind in a future world, by 
any other than the moral rule. We should be 
utterly at a toss to account for the contrary, 
which would be directly opposed to that sense 
of right and wrong, which He has so graciously 
interwoven with our yery nature. But that 
God, in the eternal future, will reward virtue 
with happiness, and punish vice with misery, 
may be safely inferred from the fact, that in 
various respects he does so now, in such a 
manner and degree as must lead us to expect 
the completion of this his righteous govern- 
ment, in the world to come. 

In the first place, every one knows, that 
many breaches of the moral law are followed 
by punishment in the way of natural conse- 
quence. The liar finds his punishment in 
perplexity; the miser, in the terrors of ap- 
prehended poverty ; the dissolute, in the 
wreck of his fortunes; the sensualist, in the 
debasement of his intellect ; the drunkard, 
in the destruction of his health. Folly and 
imprudence also are closely connected with 
vice, and partake of its nature ; and that they 
are punished with Buffering and distress in the 
present life, is a fact which most men know 



GOVERNMENT OF GOD. 93 

from their own experieoce. On the other 
hand, virtue and her sure alhes wisdom aiMl 
prudence, are undoubted promoters of sound 
health, mental tranquillity, and substantial 
prosperity ; and these surely are no despica- 
ble rewards. 

Secondly^— that representative of God in 
our bosoms, conscience, is not only appointed 
to be the judge of our actions, but is charged 
even here, with the office of rewarding and 
punishing; and the more that faculty is 
brought under the influence of the Spirit of 
God, the more rapidly and vigorously it per- 
forms this office. He that is of a good con- 
science, like him that is " of a merry heart," 
h^h " a continual feast;" ^ and no man can 
deny the apostle's doctrine, " Beloved, if our 
heart condemn us not, then have we confid- 
ence toward God."^ On the other hand, 
how painful, how tormenting, is the feeling 
of remorse — the intelligible, unwelcome, fore- 
runner of the wonn which dieth not! 

Thirdly — that very moral sense which leads 
men to condemn vice and to approve of virtue 
in themselves, compels them also to estimate 
others by the same rule; and since, for pur 
happiness in this world, we depend, in a con- 
siderable degree, one upon another, the ap- 
probatioQ of our fellow-men is no contemptible 
recoropence of virtue, and their disapproba- 
tion no trifling punishment of vice. Who 
does not feel the worth of a good character ? 
Who is not aware that it opens a door to 
> Pro*. IV, 15. 1 1 Jobn iii, 91. 
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many of the most valuable enjoyments of the 
present state ? On the contrary, who does 
not know that a bad character is an unceasing 
source of mortification and uneasiness ? 

Fourthly — the authority of parents over 
children, and the civil government of states 
are both natural ; for such is the constitution 
of our nature, that they are necessary to our 
well-being in the world, and they clearly be- 
long to the known order of Grod's providence. 
When therefore the child is punished by his 
parents because he has committed an action 
which disturbs the order of the family, and 
when the criminal is punished by the state, 
because he has been guilty of an offence 
which endangers the peace of society ; these 
are instances, as far as they go, of iJie moral 
government of God. But when the child is 
punished — or punished the more severely — 
because his action is widow* in itself; and 
when, for the same reason, the offender 
agEiinst society (as it frequently happens), 
is prosecuted more readily, convicted more 
certainly, and visited with a heavier penalty, 
than he otherwise would have been — it is plain 
that we are then furnished with unquestion- 
able examples of God's moral government. 
IVue indeed, it is, that in consequence of the 
corrupt and disordered state of mankind, ac- 
tions are sometimes Rewarded, although they 
are vicious, and punished, although they are 
'virtuous. Yet actions are never rewarded as 
vicious, nor punished as virtuous. Although 
the rule of rewarding virtue as such, and of 
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punishing; vice as sack, may otlen be inter- 
rupted, it ia never reversed. 

When, therefore, we consider the effects 
produced by virtue and vice on our bodies, 
minds and circumstances ; the pleasures be- 
stowed, and the "pains inflicted, by conscience ; 
the approbation and contempt of our fellow- 
men ; and the rewards and punishments of 
domestic and civil life — we cannot fad to per- 
ceive that the righteous, and the righteoua 
only, are on the side of the divine administra- 
tion. They are the friends of God — the heirs 
of his favour and protection. On the other 
hand, it is equally clear that the wicked are 
rebels against his government, and exposed 
to the vials of his wrath. Happiness is the 
natural consequence of virtue, and misery the 
natural consequence of vice ; and we have 
reason to believe that the tendencies of virtue 
and vice to produce their own consequences, 
are uniform and invariable. Like the God 
of nature himself, by whom they have been 
fixed, they do not, cannot, change. 

While these conclusions rest upon obvious 
grounds, we ought never to forget that our 
present state of being, is an imperfect one — 
that we are living in a deg;enerate and dis- 
ordered world. Hence it follows that these 
settled tendencies of virtue and vice, though 
always the same, and always, as it were, alive, 
are exposed to innumerable obstructions, and 
are seldom carried into full effect. The 
pains naturally produced by vice are here 
oflen avoided; and the pleasures bestow- 
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ed by virtue, are mingled with many sor-. 
rows. The righteous are often afflicted, op- 
pressed, and persecuted ; the wicked often pros- 
per, of^en triumph. But while the proper 
tendencies of virtue and vice may welt be 
deemed unchangeable, the obstructions which 
are here permitted to oppose their effect, be- 
long to the circumstances of this present 
world, and are in their nature temporal.* 

2 ThoiewhosiB acquainted with the wtitingi of Bishop 
Buller, will eaiily perceive that man; of the sentim^nto - 
contained In the present section are borrowed front hig 
" Analogy." I would earneJtly recomtneod this admi- 
rahle wurit to the altcnliie perusal of every inquirer after 
truth. In IbE mean time I am happy, Uke other writers 

the bishop's great and truly original mind. 

In his chipter on the moral government c^Ood, But- 
ler justly observes, that there ia an eisential tendency in 
virtue, to procure for its possessor, not only happineit, 
but influence and power. Even in the present disordered 
scale of things, an individual who maintains integrity, 
self-denial, and charity, in his whole life and conversation, 
is sure to obtain considerable influence over others. He 



virtue— if all their private conduct, and all tlieir public 
acta were ordered by these principles — they would obtain 

irresistible, they would rule over the world. 

It ii remarkable that in accordance with these senli- 
ments, the Bible promises to the righteous, not only 
future happiness, but future power. In the world of 
spirits nothing will resist the paramount influence, the 
talural onutipoleace, of virtue. " If we sufl^rnith Christ," 
■ays the apoetle, " we shall also ret^ with him."* 

• 2 Tim. ii, 12. 
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What then are the conclusions from these 
premises, which force themselves on the mind 
of every inquirer after truth, who takes into 
view the holiness and omnipotence of God ? 
They appear to be aa follows — that virtue, 
militant hete, will be tiiumphant hereafter; 
that the first fruits of God's moral govera- 
ment which are now perceptible, are the sure 
tokens of the future perfection of the system ; 
that in the world to come, all things which 
now appear to be morally uneven in the lot 
of mankind, will be balanced and rectified ; 
and finally, that when all obstructions are 
removed, the essential tendencies of virtue to 
produce happiness, and of vice to produce 
misery, will operate in their full force, without 
interruption, and for ever. We have already 
considered the natural evidence of a future 
life. This is its moral proof, of which, the 
more we reflect on the subject, the more we 
shall feel the strength. 

It now only remains for us to compare these 
results of experience and the reasoning to 
which they lead, with the declarations of 
Scripture. We open our Bibles and there we 
find the fulness of light on this, to us, the most 

"And he IhaE oierconielh, and keepeth my norks unto 
the end, to him viti I give power orer the nations ; and 
he ahail rule theoi with a rod of iron; as the Tesaels ofa 
palter shall the; be hroken to ahiTers, even as 1 received 
of my Father." t " To him that oiercometh will I grant 
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importaat of aubjects — our moral responsibi- 
lity, our future deBtiny. The sacred volume 
declares, under multiplied forms, yet in the 
plainest tenna, that Grod is the tnoral Gover- 
nor of the world — that he abhors vice, and 
delights in virtue, rewards the righteous, and 
punishes the wicked. 

Let the sinner tremble before the light of 
revelation, nhicb fully detects him as the 
enemy of God, The Bible assures us that 
even here, " the wicked are like the troubled 
sea, when it cannot rest;"' that their mo- 
mentary prosperity will but aggravate their 
future woe; and that finally, they will be 
" punished with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord." 

Let the good man rejoice under the bright 
beams of " the Sun of Righteousness," who 
has arisen upon him " with healing in his 
wings." The Bible declares that he is the 
reconciled child of God — the object of his 
heavenly Father'^ love ; that even here, his 
portion, is " the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding;" and that his light afHic- 
tions which are but for a moment, shall only 
be the means of better fitting him for his 
eternal inheritance. In the world to come, 
he shall be made partaker of the fulness of 
joy ; he shall shine " as the br^btness of the 
firmament," and "as the stars for ever and 
ever." 

To conclude, the light of Scripture respect- 
ing the moral government of God, and iuture 

3 lu. llii, JO. 
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Tewards and punishmeats, as well as respect- 
ing the law itself, far exceeds the light of 
nature, both in clearness and extent. Yet 
with that fainter, narrower light, it is in just 
accordance— in perfect harmony. The ana- 
logy between the declarations of religion on 
these topics, and that which we see, and feel, 
and know, is palpable and undoubted. Well 
may we therefore couclude, that the objec- 
tions which some men ui^ against the 
Christian doctrine of judgment to come, are 
founded on a fallacy. Well may we draw 
the inference tiiat Christianity is indeed true, 
and that the God of nature, is the God of the 
Bible. 



SECTION IIL 



Masiv of the doctrines of revealed religion, 
although proposed to our faith on grounds 
satisfactory to reason, are far beyond the 
reach of our own powers either of reason or 
obserration. But there is one truth disco- 
Tered to us by Christianity which, now that 
we know it, is so palpable and obvious, that 
we can hardly im^ne how great would have 
been our ignorance on the sul^ect, did we 
not possess the Scriptures. The tnitii to' 
whicQ I allude, is the tmiverBal sinfuloes* of 
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mankinil, and their conaequent alienation 
from God. 

That the conscience reproves for iniquity 
independently of the light of a written law, 
must indeed be fully allowed, and Oiat man- 
kind without Christiaoity are by no means 
destitute of a sense of transgression, may be 
inferred from the general use among the 
heathen, of expiatory sacrifices. But it is 
only through the medium of tevealed reli- 
gion, that we obtain a proper conception of 
the nature of sin, or are enabled to form 
a r^ht estimate of the moral condition of 
mankind. 

Although the ancient philosophers of Greece 
and Rome, pleaded for virtue, their views of 
sin were miserably defective. Socrates, in- 
deed, declared his opinion that certain vices — 
particularly injustice and ingratitude— were 
breaches of those "laws of the gods" which 
are known and understood by all men ; ' but 
with most of these uninspired reasoners, sin 
was nothing more than a " missing of the 
mark,'' as it regards the good order of soci- 
ety, or the general _^(Me»s of things. Could 
the unassisted powers of human reason have 
sufficed for the purpose, these moralists, so 
gifted with talents, so cultivated by study, 
would surely have discerned the true character 
of sin ; but they made no such discovery. Nor 
have those modern speculators been more 
successful, who dare to speak of sin, as if it 
were of small account — a casual and tempo- 
9 Xenoph. Memorab. lib. W, i. 
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rary evil, which will in the end be productive 
of greater good ! 

But what says the Bible on this subject 7 
It says that sin is the transgression of the 
perfect law of a holy God — an offence against 
the moral Governor of the universe — which 
althougih varying in its degrees, is so malig- 
nant in its nature, that it separates us from 
his favour, and for ever exposes us to hia 
wrath. " The law of the Lord is perfect," • 
and " sin is the transgression of the law."'' 
" The way of the wicked is an abomination 
unto the Lord."^ " Indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of 
man that doeth evil ; of the Jew first, and 
also of the Gentile."' 

Since Jehovah himself is the Being against 
whom all our sins are committed, their hei- 
nousness is greatly ag^avated in our view, 
when we reflect on his glorious attributes. 
To offend gainst omnipotence, is desperate 
folly ; against per/ec( holiness — desperate pol- 
lution ; against unutterable goodness — despe- 
rate ingr^tude. 

Now it is in the Scriptures only that the 
attributes of our heavenly Father, are fully 
made known to us. And, therefore, it is only 
through the religion of the Bible, that we can 
obtain an adequate notion of sin. But the 
cardinal point revealed to us in Scripture, 
and only in Scripture, without a knowledge 
of which it is impossible for any man to form 

a Pa. lii, 7. > 1 John iu, 1. 

8 Pro*. IT, 9. 9 Rncn. ii, S, «. 
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&/uU estimaU of sin, h tbis — that God so 
loved UB as to send his only begotten Son into 
the world, to be a sacrifice for our sins. 
How infinitely deep and malignant in the 
sight of God — how strangely different from 
the weak idea of it embraced by ancient phi- 
losophy or modern deism — mast be that evil, 
which demanded so exalted a sacrifice ; which 
called Immanuel from his throne of glory to 
take our nature upon him, and to suffer and 
die for sinners 1 

In like manner it is evident that our appre- 
hension of that by which the law is trans- 
gressed, must be is proportion to our ac- 
quaintance with the Jaw itself. Now where 
but in the sacred writings, shall we look for a 
full account of the holiness and comprehen- 
siveness of the law of God ? Where, but in 
them, shall we learn the lesson of its variety and 
completeness ; of its spiritual and searching 
nature; of its divine controul, not only over 
our words and actions, but over our thoughts, 
motives, and dispositions? A man who im- 
bibes the scriptural account of God and of 
his law, and then examines his own conduct, 
will soon be driven from the strong holds 
of self-righteousness. He will be constrained 
to confess that he is a miserable sinner. His 
heartfelt cry will be like that of Job: " I 
have heard of thee by the hearing of the 
ear, but now mine eye seeth thee; where- 
fore I abhor myself and repent in dust and 
ashes." 1 

1 Jotr ilii, 9, II. 

,. :Xoo-;lc 
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Finally, since sin is of an extent precisely 
equal to that of the law — including the 
omission of duty as well as the commission 
of wrong, and especially that neglect of 
God, which so awfully pervades our fallen 
race — no man can fairly deny the doc- 
trine of Scripture, that ;' the whole world 
lieth in wickedness."^ "All have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God." ' 
" We have before proved both Jews and 
Gentiles that they are all under sin, as it is 
written : there ia none righteous, KO not 
one; there is none that understandeth; there 
is none that seeketh after God ; they are all 
gone out of the way ; they are together be- 
come unprofitable ; there is none that doeth 

good, NO NOT ONE Now we know 

diat what things soever the law Baith, it saith 
to them who are under the law ; that every 
mouth may be stopped, and all the world 
may become GUiLTV before God."* 

All history, all experience, prove the cor- 
rectness of this mournful picture. All men 
have sinned against the law of God, as it is 
written on their hearts ; and those on whom 
the Scriptures are bestowed, have sinned 
against the same law, as it is more largely 
unfolded in the sacred volume. There are, 
however, two points connected with the sub- 
ject, on which it may be desirable shortly to 
touch. It is, in the first place, a well 
known fact, that one man is tempted in one 

J I JohnT, 13. S Rom.iii, 23. 

4 Rom. ill, 9—19. Camp. Pa. liy, 2, 3. 



104 THE SINFUL AND EH8LAVED 

way, and another in .another — that we all 
have our peculiarly besetting sina. Now 
Christiauity teaches us that such is the essen- 
tial unity of the law of God, that he who 
offends " in one point" is " ^ilty of all ;" * 
that is, he stands condemned as a traas- 
gresEOT against the one great system of divine 
holiness. I apprehend that this doctrine 
agrees with the decisions of conscience. No 
man who is truly brought under conviction of 
sin, will refuse to acknowledge that he haa 
transgressed the law of God considered as 
a whole, and ia therefore liable to the fulness 
of the curse. "The soul that- sinneth, it 
shall die."* 

And, secondly, although the restraints of 
education or of civil society, may protect many 
from those gross crimes of which others are 
guilty, yet experience and Scripture alike de- 
monstrate, that the seeds of great offences ore 
found in those bad dispositions to which all 
men are liable — the seed, in point of nature, 
being identical with the plant. " Whosoeyer 
hateUi his brother is a murderer, and ye know 
that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in 
him."^ Hence we may learn that in order to 
form a just estimate of the character of man 
without grace, it is reasonable and even ne- 
cessary, to look at those cases in which his 
iniquity is the most developed, and therefore 
the most glaring. In the horrors of the 
gambling-house; in the extremes of lascivious- 
< JuDNu, 10. ( Ei«k. itiii, ti 
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neas or treachery; in the wickedness of 
felons ; in the merciless atrolce of war ; in the 
cruelties of the slave trade and slavery— we 
find ample proofs that {without the redeem- 
ing influence of religion) our whole species is 
corrupt and vicious. 

Let us now apply these premises to our 
eeneral ailment. The Bible, which alone 
fully reveals the nature and character of sin, 
expressly declares that all men have sinned, 
and are ^ilty in the sight of God. Although 
it is chiefly from the light of Scripture that 
we obtain a knowledge of this doctrine, we 
are quite sure, now that we have obtained 
it, that the doctrine is true. It is proved to 
be so, by our observation of the world around 
us, and by a review of our own conduct. 
On this fundamental point, therefore, the de- 
clarations of Scripture agree with experience; 
tkey are fully confirmed by unquestionable 
facli. 

But although the doctrine in question 
is now so clearly ascertained, it is one 
which men, in their own wisdom, appear 
to be utterly incapable of discovering; one 
also from which they turn away with an 
instinctive aversion, because it is totally sub- 
versive of the pride of the human heart. I 
conclude therefore that the book which pours 
forth a blaze of light on the subject, and, un- 
welcome as this truth may be, holds up a con- 
viction of it as essential and fundamental in 
religion, cannot be a book of man's inven- 
tion. It must surely have been given to us by 
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Him who knows all things, who searcheB the 
hearts of his children, and who mercifully de- 
tects 'the disease that he may apply the re- 
medy. 



That all men have tran^ressed the law of 
God, and are sinners in his sight, is a moral 
phenoTnenon of immense importance, for which 
the uninspired wisdom of man is incapable 
of accounting. But the Scriptures state the 
original cause of this phenomenon ; they also 
account for its continuance, in a manner so 
reasonable and so accordant with experience, 
as to win the assent of every candid mind. 

It cannot be conceived that God, who is 
perfectly holy, created man unholy. Such an 
idea is directly opposed to the fair presump- 
tions of reason, and to the dictates even of na- 
tural religion. It is in the Scriptures how- 
ever, and in them only, that the contrary is 
expressly revealed ; for at the close of the six 
days' work " God " (it is written) " saw every 
thing that he had made, and behold it was 

VERT GOOD."® 

This description applied with peculiar force 
to man, whom God had created " in his own 
image," after his " likeness ;"" that is, had en- 
dowed him with reason, power, virtue, and im- 
mortality. With regard to virtue in particular, 
Solomon declares that God made man " up- 
right." * But although created virtuous, and 
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void of all defilement, our first parents were 
liable to temptation, and were made free to 
choose between good and evil ; and no luoner 
had they be«n betrayed into an act of disobe- 
dience, that is, of sttt, than the chain of love 
and union which had bound them to their 
Creator, was severed. Their originsl natural 
virtue was lost for ever ; their bodies were con- 
demned to death ; and, morally, they were 
dead already, prone to wickedness, and desti- 
tute of any power of their own to perform a 
good action. Such is the condition of those 
peraons who are " dead in trespasses and 
sins'" — a condition common by nature to all 
mankind. 

It is a proverb familiar to reason as well as 
to religion, that no man can bring " a clean 
thing out of an miclean," ^ and the Scriptures 
teach us that the moral condition of Adam 
was transmitted to his descendants of all gene- 
rations. " By one man sin entered into the 
world and death by sin ; and so deatk pasted 
upon all men, for that all have sinned." 
" Through the offence of one many &redead." 
— " By one man's disobedience many were 
made sinners." ^ It is evident that the death 
which is here described by the apostle as pass- 
ing upon all men, in consequence of Aaam's 
transgression , is not merely the return of the 
body to the dust from which it came, but the 
alienation of the soul from God — a spiritual 
death — the total corruption of the human 
heart. For after confessing that in his fieth 
) Job liv, 4. * Rom. T, 13, IS, 19. 
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(that is, in his fallen nature) there dwelt " no 
good thing," he cries out, " Who shall deliver 
me from the body of this tieo/A?"* Again he 
ai^es, that if" Christ died /or o(/, then were 
all dead."'- Nor is it Paul alone who speaks 
of this spiritual death into which our whole 
species is fallen, for the same doctrine was 
familiar to the other apostles.* Our Saviour 
himself also speaks of mankind, as " lost," ^ 
that is "perished," and declares that those 
who hear his word aie " passed from death 
unto life,"* 

At other times the same moral state is de- 
scribed under the figure of mortsd disease. 
"The heart is deceitful above all things and 
desperately wicked (or diseased)."* "The 
whole head is sick and the whole heart faint. 
From the sole of the foot even unto the head, 
there is no soundness in it : but wounds and 
bruises and putrifying sores ; they have not 
been closed, neither bound up, neither mol- 
lified with ointment." '- Such was the mental 
condition of a people who were blessed, above 
all the nations of the earth, with the light of 
God's countenance. And the same descrip- 
tion applies to our fallen race in all ages, for 
" the heart of the sons of men is full of evil, 
and madness is in their heart while they live, 
and after that, they go to the dead."* 

i Rom. rii, 18, 24. Comp. Rom. liii, 6. 
i 2 Cor. V, 14. 6 See I John iii, 14 ; 1 Peter iv, 6. 

'ri A^niKto}^:, Matt, xviii, II. 
s John T, 34, !5. » Jer. ;ivii, 9. 1 1ia. i, S, 6. 

2 Rcc. ix, 3. Comp. Gen. vi, S. 
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Now, as in the history of the fall of Adam, 
the Scriptures give a clear account of the first 
eatiance of sin into the world ; so in the doc- 
trine that the heart of man is naturally cor- 
rupt, and dead to holiness — they afford us 
a satisfactory explanation of the tremendous 
fact, that all men are sinners. This is the 
true account, this the intel%ible reason, of 
the universal ungodliness of our species ; of 
the bloody and perfidious deeds which stain 
the pages of history ; and of all those open 
and secret sins, which in various degirees, and 
under different forms, have polluted the life 
and conduct of every man living. 

When Sir Isaac Newton had published his 
theory of attraction, and proved that it 
explained with nice precision, a variety of 
known phenomena — accounting equally for 
the apple's falling to the ground, and for 
the orderly courses of the planets — all men 
were constrained to acknowledge the cor- 
rectness of his philosophy. The agreement 
between the principle which he advanced, 
and a number of acknowledged facts, afford- 
ed an unquestionable proof that his theory 
was true. In like manner when the Bible pro- 
poses the corruption of man as a principle ; 
and when this principle is found to afford a 
satis^ictory explanation of the appearances of 
sin, under every possible shape or combina- 
tion, we are equally compelled to confess that 
the doctrine of Scripture is true ; and as we 
trace Newton's discovery on a physical sub- 
ject, to the unequalled powers of his reason. 
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so do we ascribe the discovery made to us in 
Scripture, on this moral and spiritual subject, 
to the illumination of the Holy Spirit, who 
alone searches the heart of mao, and reveals 
its true condition. 

Now that we are acquainted with Newton's 
theory of attraction, it appears so palpable, 
that we can scarcely account for its not having 
been before discerned ; and now that we know 
the secret of human corruption, we are asto- 
nished that men should never have detected 
this obvious cause of their own transgressions. 
Yet, ia reality, both these truths lay deeply 
hidden- — the one from every superficial ob- 
server of nature; the other from all men, 
without revelatioi). And there is nothing by 
which the discovery in either case is rendered 
so admirable, as by its simplicity — the native 
force of truth with which it commends itself to 
every understanding. 

But we have not yet stated the whole of 
our case ; for as the wickedness of man is 
owing to the corruption of his heart, and 
his corruption to his fall— a chain, of which 
no man can deny the consistency — so his 
fall is traced in Scripture to the devices of 
a powerful and malicious being, the prince 
of &llen angels, the enemy of God and man, 
and the author of evil. It was the devil 
who tempted our first parents into sin, and 
no sooner had they sinned, than they be- 
came subject to his dominion. And such 
continues to be the wretched lot of their 
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degenerate descendants; they are under the 
rule of Satan ; they ttre in bondage to the 
power of darkness. In their natural igno- 
rance, and sinfulness, they are the willing 
subjects of " the god of thii world, who hath 
blinded the minds of them which believe 
not."^ They walk " according to the prince 
of the power of the air, the spirit that now 
worheth in the children of disobedience."* 
" Ye are of your father the devil," said Jesus 
to the unbelieving Jews, " and the lusts of 
your father ye will do. He was a murderer 
from the beginning and abode not in the trutii, 
because there is no truth in him. When he 
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own ; for 
he is a liar, and the fathef of It." ^ 

Nor is the power and work of the great 
adversary of souls restricted to unregene- 
Tate men. He is described as the tempter, 
tormentor, and unwearied foe, even of the 
children of God. " Be sober, be vigilant," 
said Peter to the " elect" tliough " scattered" 
church, " because your adversary the devil as 
a roaring lion, walkeCh about seeking whom 
he may devour."^ *' Put on the whole 
armour of God," says another apostle to a 
community of Christian converts, "that ye 
may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil ; for we wrestle not against flesh and 
hlood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 

> John liii, 44. CDrnp. Matt. liii, 33, 39. 1 John iii, 
B, 10. e I Tel. V, 8. Comp. i, I, S. 
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' this world, against spiritual wickedness in 
high places."' On other occasions, Paul de- 
clares that it was the devil who hindered his 
services in the gospel,^ and that the thorn in 
his flesh, by which he was so sorely afflicted, 
was "the mesBenger of Satan to buffet him"" 
— testimonies which agree with the doctrine of 
the apostle John, who describes the same 
restless bemg as the author of persecution, * 
and as the " accuser" of the brethren, "which 
accused them before God, day and night."* 

I am well aware that some persons who 
make a profession of Christianity, are prone to 
set aside these plain scriptural declarations, 
and pretend to believe that Satan is a mere 
figure of poetry, and has no personal ex- 
istence. 

But 1 consider it impossible for any one 
to take a broad, impartial, view of the state 
of mankind — to visit in his mind the habita- 
tions of cruelty, and the obscene haunts of an 
abominable idolatry— without arriving at a 
strong conviction that our degraded species is 
not only prone to wickedness, but exposed to 
the power of some deceitful and malignant 
being. When we direct our thoughts in suc- 
cession, to Asia, with her hundreds of millions 
of idolaters ; to Africa, with her population 
sunk in night, and with the atrocities of her 
slave trade; to America, where man is in 
chuns, and those chains are riveted and jus- 
tified by the two nations upon earth most 
1 Eph. Ti, 11, 12. 8 ITheia, ii, 18. 

» S Cor. lii, 7. 1 Eev. ii, 10. ! Rev. ai, 10. 
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conspicuous for their love of liberty ; to Eu- 
rope, where the professed disciples of a reli- 
gion of peace, have been engaged for a loi^; 
course of centuries, iu mutual carnage — we 
are competled to confess that man, corrupt 
in himself, has fallen an easy prey to the 
tyranny of the devil. 

The declarations of the Bible on this awful 
and affecting subject, coincide with the dic- 
tates of common sense, exact observation, and 
long-continued experience. And the notion 
which appears to have been entertained by 
men of all e^s and countries, of the exist- 
ence of such an adversary, is in itself uo 
trifling evidence that these declarations are 

With respect to awakened Christian be- 
lievers, these will generally be prepared to 
confess, that they have experienced the in- 
fluence of an evil Power who plays upon 
their own treacherous hearts — the enemy 
without, practising on the traitor within. 
They well know that there is one who tempts 
them to unbelief and sin, harrasses them 
with doubts, torments them with accusations, 
and at times su^ests ideas to their minds, 
which they are utterly ashamed of harbour- 
ing', and which they can trace to no other 
origin. Such is the work of Satan, as it is 
described by the sacred writers I Such is his 
work as it is familiar to individual experience ! 

Now by what means a being who doubt- 
less was created holy, lost his first estate, ' 
9 John nii, 41. Jude 6. 

Coiwlc 
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and became not only wicked himself, but the 
author of evil in this lower world, the Scrip- 
tures do not reveal ; and it were worse than 
idle for ua to conjecture. Neither is it possi* 
hie for us to fathom the purposes for which 
God has seen meet to permit this worst of 
enemies to prevail for a season over men, and 
to bring them under bondage to sin. For our 
present ailment it suffices, that the doctrines 
of the Bible on these mournful topics — doc- 
trines which that book alone has fully unfold- 
ed to mankind-— agree with experience, and 
are confirmed by fact. 



SECTION IV. 



The sentiments which men entertain on the 
subject of repentance are ever found to be 
deep and extensive, exactly in proportion to 
the depth and extent of uieir views of sin ; 
just as our estimate of recovery from a dis- 
ease, is commensurate with our notion of the 
virulence and danger of the disease itself. 
Certain it is, however, that as the Scrip- 
tures alone reveal the true character of siri 
and the universal sinfulness of mankind, 
BO it b only in the Bible, that we find 
an adequate account of the nature and use 
of repentance, and a call to repent, ex- 
tended, without exception, to the whole 
human race. "Those eighteen upon whom 
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the tower in Siloam fell and slew them, think 
ye that they were sinners above all men that 
dwelt in Jerusalem ? I tell you nay ; but 
except ye repent, ye shall all hkewise 
perish."* God "commandeth all men every 
where to repent."'' " Repent ye, for the king- 
dom of heaven is at hand."* 

Repentance, accordingto the account given 
of it in Scripture, consists of two parts which 
though distinct are indissolubly connected — 
sorrow for past sin, and such a change of 
mind, as leads to newness of life. And on 
both these do the sacred writers insist, as es- 
sential to the Christian character and accept' 
able to God our father. " Cieanse your hands 
ye sinners, and purify your hearts ye double- 
minded. Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: 
let your laughter be turned to mourning, and 
your joy to heaviness ; humble yourselves in 
the Bight of the Lord and he shall lift you 
up."'' "Thus saith the high and lofty One 
that iuhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy ; 
I dwell in the high and holy place, with him 
also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to 
revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive 
the heart of the contrite ones."* What could 
be more gracious than the following exhorta- 
tion and promise addressed to a corrupt and 
rebellious people ?~" Wash you, make you 
clean ; put away the evil of your doings from 
before mine eyes; cease to do evil; leam to 

4 Luke xiii, 4, 5. < Acts irii, 30. 

« Malt iii, S. ' Jamei iv, 8—10. 

« In. Irii, 1». 
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do well, &Q Come now and let us 

reason together, saith the Lord ; though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow, and though they be red like crimson, 
they ahall be as wool."* 

The pasg^;e3 which have now been selected 
and which are sufficient to serve the purpose 
of examples, are few from among a multi- 
tude ! for the whole tenor of Scripture — the 
united voice of prophets, apostles, and our 
Lord himself — calls on a guilty and de- 
■ generate world to repent of transgression 
and return to God. No man, therefore, who 
imbibes the spirit of Christianity can refuse 
to allow that repentance is good in itself; that 
it is well pleasing to our Heavenly Father ; 
and that it forms an indispensable link in that 
chain which alone can terminate in the salva- 
tion of man. These are points, on which all 
who appeal to the Scriptures as the test of 
their opinions, are generally found to agree, 
and certainly there are no persons who more 
warmly insist upon them, than those who en- 
tertain orthodox views of evangelical religion. 
But the question for our consideration is 
this — Would repentance be of any avail for 
our reconciliation to God, and for our eternal 
salvation, without a Mediator ? This question 
our Lord has most impressively answered in 
the negative — " I am the way, the truth, and 
the life, no man cometh unto the Father, but 
6y me."' No wonder then, that he called 
upon a sinful generation, not only to repent, 
s laa. 1, 16—18. I Jghn xiv, 8. 

Coo>;lc 
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but to "believe the gospel."* 'No wonder 
that Paul also, both ia his public and private 
ministry, and to Jews as well as Greeks, 
testified at once "repentance towards God 
aid faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ,"' 

But the Scriptures go further. While they 
class repentance towards God, and faith in 
the Mediator together, and uphold them to 
our view as inseparable in the work of salva- 
tion, they clearly show that the firee mercy of 
GodinCnrist Jesus, is the fo/e procuring cause 
of OUT redemption here, and of our eternal 
happiness hereafler. Contrition for past sin, 
a change of heart, ame^dment of life, and 
even faith itself which lies at the root of them, 
are severally the effects of tlie grace of God, 
and are necessary to our present and eternal 
welfare ; but the cause of that welfare — the 
fountain of all our hopes — is the love of our 
■ Heavenly Father, flowmg through a crucified 
Redeemer. " God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto himself; not imputii^ their 
trespasses unto them."* "This is the record, 
that God hath given to us eternal life, and this 
life is iu his Son."* 

The notion that repentance has any 
inherent efficacy by which it procures the 
forgiveness of sin, and the salvation of 
the sinner, is opposed to the whole scope of 
Scripture. The Bible declares that " be who 
committeth sin is of the devil ;" and that in 
order to escape from its penal consequences, 

i Mark i, 15. 3 Aclsix, 91. 

1 S Cor. V, ie. i 1 jDlin v, 11. 
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ve must place oui reliance not on any work 
of ours, or on any coodition of our minds, 
but solely on the Mediator, whom God in hia 
free mercy has appointed to " destroy the 
works of the de«!."* 

The promise of this deliverer was made to 
our first parents almost immediately after their 
fall ; " The seed of the woman" said Jehovah 
to the serpent, "shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel."'' Here it is ob- 
scurely indicated, that the Messiah was to be 
incarnate, to suffer, and to conquer — points 
which are severally developed in the series of 
prophecies by which .this original promise 
was succeeded. In these, the Messiah is 
held out to view in the character of a Savi- 
our, divine and yet human in his nature, 
who should mediate between God and his 
people — a mighty Prince, to be born of the 
seed of David, who should undergo great 
affliction, and in whom the righteousness 
of God for the salvation of the world, 
should be fully manifested. 

His vicarious sufferings more especially, 
are described by the prophet Isaiah with the 
utmost precision. "Surely he hath borne 
our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet wo 
did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and 
afflicted. But he was wounded for our trans- 
gressbns, he was bruised for our iniquities: 
the chasdsement of our peace was upon him, 
and with his stripes we are healed. All we 
like sheep have gone astray, we have turned 
« 1 John iii. S. ' Gen. iil, 15. 
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every one to his own way, and the Lord 
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
He was oppreBsed and he was afiBicted, (or, 
as in Lowth's version, " It was exacted, and 
he was made answerable,") yet he opened 
not his mouth ; he is farought as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers 
is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth,"* 

While such was the language of prophecy, 
that of type was almost equally intelligible. 
The sacrifice of animals even before the flood, 
when, probably, no use was made of them 
for food ; * the burnt ofiferings made by Noah, 
Abraham, and Job ; - the intended sacrifice 
of Isaac, who was Abraham's only son by 
Sarah and heir of the promise ; the lamb of 
. the paasover ; the lamb of the daily bumt- 
offermg ; the bullock and the goat slain for 
the sins of the people on the day of atone- 
ment; the ratification of the covenant with 
the blood of peace-offerings sprinkled both on 
the book and on all the people — these and 
many similar rites, when viewed under the light 
of the gospel, admit of a clear explanation. 
In the first place they were plain indications 
of the jmncip/e that repentance has no natural 
Of inherent efiicacy to procure forgiveness, 
and that " without sheddiog of blood is no 
remission."' And secondly, they were the 
expressive shadows of the Mediator to come, 

» lu. liii, 4—7, 

> It ■pp«an Ibat permiBuDn to est iDini*! food «M not 

giten to man unu) anei the flood. — See Gen. It, 3. 

Camp, i, S9. ' Htb. li, 31. 
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who was to make an atonement for the sins of 
mankind — whose blood was to cleanse irom 
all sin. 

In his personal appearances to the patri- 
archs as uie Angel of the covenant, the Son. 
of God bore the character of a Mediator- 
one who in his gracious dealings with his 
people, acted on behalf of God even the 
Father. But when he became incarnate and 
was about to commence his ministry, he was 
introduced by his forerunner to the attention 
of the people, under the peculiar notion, that 
he was to make an atonement for sin, 
"Behold the Lamb of God who taketh 
away the sin of the world !"* 

Among the many truths which the New 
Testament declares, this is ever upheld as 
primary and fundamental, and is wrought 
into the whole substance of the volume. 
While the fact of his crucifixion is detailed 
with ^at force and exactness by all the four 
evangelists, the conversations of our Saviour, 
and the apostolic epistles, contain evidences 
at once luminous and abundant, that his death 
was propitiatory — that " he suffered, the jttst 
for the unjust that he might bring us to God." 

But although the atonement made by the 
Son of God on the cross is the centre of our 
subject, it is not his only act of mediation, 
under the dispensation of the gospel. He 
mediates between God and man, in all hia 
offices — as our Prophet by whom the truth 
was revealed to us, and who still teaches 
I Jaha i, !9. 

U,.,,!MKGOOglC 
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as by his Spirit; as our High Priest, who 
pleads our cause, bestows on ub his daily 
blessing, and ever lives to make intercession 
for us ; as our Sovereign, who is head over all 
things to his church ; as our Judge to whom 
we must render the account of our steward- 
ship, and who will finally bestow on his 
children the gift of everlasting life. 

Having thus briefly stated tbe scriptural 
doctrines of repentance and mediation, we 
have now to show that these doctrines agree 
with experience, and recommend themselves to 
every candid mind, as reasonable and true.^ 

I. Nothing can more readily approve itself 
to OUT reason, than the testimony of Scripture 
respecting the acceptableness and necessity of 
repentance. The sorrow of a child because 
of tran^iresston against his father, is well- 
pleasing to the parent as an evidence of sin- 
cerity, as an effect of love, and as a pledge 
of improvement. What then can be more 
reasonable than the Christian's belief that 
the penitence of a sinner is approved by our 
Heavenly Father, aild excites the joy of the 
angels in heaven?* 

Again, if we reflect on our sinful condition 
by nature, and admit that the heavenly state 
is one of perfect purity — a state which, in the 
very nature of things, can be enjoyed only 
by the righteous — we cannot deny that a 

3 On the lubjecC o( the following argiuneot, kc But< 
lei'a Analog]', Part ji. c1i. v. 

4 Luke XV, 10. 
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change of mind and (where life is prolonged) 
an amendment of conduct, must be indispen- 
sable to our future happmesa. 

But salutary and necessarv as repentance 
is proved to be, there is much in the known 
course of Providence, which plainly denotes, 
that it is not in itself sufficient to remove the 
guilt of sin, ot to deliver us from its conse- 
quences. The fortunes of the spendthrift are 
ruined. He bitterly regrets his folly and 
adopts the habits of sobriety and economy. 
It is most probable, nevertheless, that the 
ease and comfort of his former condition 
will never be restored to him. The intempe- 
rate man who is hurried by his passions into 
the excess of personal indulgence, destroys his 
constitution. He repents and amends, bnt 
the deepest penitence, even when accompa- 
nied by abstinence from his former habits, 
will fail to renew his emaciated frame. The 
criminal who has long persevered in breaking 
the laws of his country, is arraigned at the 
bar of justice, and is condemned to imprison- 
ment or death. He repents with all sincerity ; 
but his repentance has no effect in opening 
the prison-door, or in staying the hand of the 
executioner. 

It is utterly in vain, therefore, to object 
against Chrbtianity, that it represents repent- 
ance as insufficient of itself to save us from 
the punishment of our sins; for the same 
objection would bear with equal force, 
against that which is already visible in the 
government of God over mankind. On the 
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Other hand, from an actual knowledge of 
these aoalogouB cases, and a thousand others 
of similar character, we conclude that this 
scriptural view of repentance is both reason- 
able and true. 

If we allow the perfect holiness of God, it 
is impossible for us to suppose, that a life of 
which the former part has been vicious, and the 
latter part virtuous, can be the same in his 
sight, as a life spent in virtue from beginning 
to end. But here again we may appeal to 
experience. The sinner returns with the sa- 
crifice of a broken heart to an offended Deity. 
Under these circumstances does conscience 
forego her office of condemning and pnnish- 
ing'f Does remorse, the scourge which this 
just judge employs, abate its force and sub- 
side into nothing ? So far otherwise, that the 
deeper the repentance, the more appalling 
becomes the recollection of past transgres- 
sion — the more intolerable the pain which 
that recollection occasions. Absolutely ne- 
ceatary as is the penitence of such an of- 
fender — approved of God and rejoiced in by 
angels — it affords no peace to the offender 
himself. On the cootrary it breaks up his 
former tranquillity, nor can he again find re- 
pose, except in the mercy of God — that mercy 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

II. That mediation in the most general 
sense of the term is natural, no observer of 
nature can for a moment deny; for a laree 
proportion of the comforts which we enjoy in 
life, and our very existence itself, are bestowed 
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upon us through the interrention of others. 
To what a number of middle agents — each 
perfomiiag his own office io the economy of 
Providence — are we all indebted for our food, 
our raiment, our habitations, our social plea- 
sures, our mental cultivation, our intellectual 
habits! 

But to consider the subject in the more 
restricted scriptural Tiew ol our being saved 
from the punishment of sin, through the in- 
tervention of a Mediator — who does not know 
that suc/i a mediation consists with the visible 
order of God's government, or in other words, 
agrees with experience ? 

Although the ruined spendthrift, the decre- 
pid sensualist, and the condemned criminal 
may be destitute of all power to assist them- 
selves, yet if their excesses have not gone 
beyond a certain point, a brother, a physi- 
cian, an intercessor, will often succeed in 
delivering them frona the effects of their 
transgressions. 

The world abounds with poverty, misery, 
and sorrow, and these are often the natui^ 
consequences of our own misconduct. It 
also contains many remedies for them, which 
for the most part, are applied to their purpose 
through the agency of others ; and which are 
so many examples not merely of goodness, 
but of mercy, in the known government of 
God. Now the punishments of a fiiture state, 
may equally follow sin, in the way of natural 
consequence ; and the prevention of them, 
through the mediation of Christ, is an infi- 
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nitely higher, and yet a. precitely analogous, 
example of the same divine mercy. Who 
then shall pretend that auch' a doctrine ia ' 
strange or unnatural ? 

But the innocent Jesus, it is objected, is 
represented as suffering in behalf of guilty 
sinners, and even in their stead. Such un- 
doubtedly is the doctrine of Scripture, and 
to object to it, as if we wete able to pene- 
trate the counsels of aa inscrutable Being, ia 
a great absurdity. But how doubly absurd 
does Buch an objection become, when we look 
into the world around us, and perceive on 
every side innumerable instances of the inno- 
cent suffering for the guilty 1 

For example^ — ^A son, although carefully 
educated, yields to his evil propensities, and 
pursues a course of dissipation. For a. long 
time he m&y himself escape without punish- 
ment, but his parents mourn on his behalf, 
and mourn in his stead. Every act of vice 
or folly which he is known to commit, in- 
flicts a fresh wound on the hearts of those who 
are guiltless of his ofTences ; and the more 
they regard the law of righteousness, the 
more deeply they suffer. Or, on the other 
hand, a parent neglects his business, and 
falls into intemperance ; and what in conse- 
quence is the lot of his innocent offspring ? 
They are deprived of a good education, re- 
duced to poverty, and exposed to innumerable 
sorrows. In a temporal point of view, the 
sins of the father are visited on his children 
even to the " thjrd or fourth generation." 
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Almost alt the crimes which men commit 
and even their minor faults are the oc- 
casion, in various degrees, of misery or un- 
easiness to those who are no sharers in their 
g^ilt. More particularly, when we later- 
fere on behalf of others, in order to prevent 
or remedy the afflictions in which they are in- 
volved by their own vice or folly, we seldom 
succeed in our object, except at the cost of 
much labour and anxiety, and often of loss 
and injury, to ourselves. In all such cases 
the pains which we endure are, strictly speak- 
ing, vicarioTis. 

It is clear then that the suffering of the in- 
nocent for the guilty is nemiitted under the 
government of God ; and there can be no 
doubt that it is often ordained for the most 
beneficial purposes. Nor will any one who 
has a just sense of his own ignorance, and of 
the secrecy of the divine counsels, object to 
this providential appointment, even though 
the suffering in question be directly opposed 
(as is often the case) to the will of him 
who bears it. 

But the apparent difficulty is considerably 
lessened, when the pains which men endure 
for the sake of others are voluntary. What 
sceptical mind is offended by the labours and 
difficulties which men so often undergo to 
serve a brother or a friend ; or by the self de- 
votion of the sisters of charity to the painful 
duties of the hospital; or by the perils which 
a Howard braves in visiting infected prisons; 
or by the banishment and privations which a 
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Schwartz or a Brainerd endures, in order to 
preach the gospel to the heathen ? 

Now when the Lord Jesus, during his so~ 
joum on earth, submitted himself to a life of 
hardship and poverty — when he carried the 
sorrows and hare the sicknesses of the peo- 
ple — his sufferings on behalf of man, were 
purely voluntary — the effect of native and 
free benevolence. And the Scriptures de- 
clare, that the some principle applies to his 
whole course of humiliation and suffeiing. 
Not only was it in obedience to the Father's 
will, but in perfect union of design with the 
Father, and in his own voluntary redeeming 
love, Uiat he descended from the height of 
his glory, " took upon him the form of a ser- 
vant," and " humbled himself unto death — 
even the death of the cross," " Christ lov- 
ed the church and gave himself for it."* 
"Through the eternal spirit" he "offered 
himself without spot to God;"* and he con- 
descended to illustrate this act of mercy by 
an allusion to human friendship. " Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friend."'' 

Thus then it is evident that the Scrip- 
ture doctrine of jnediation, both in ita more 
general bearing, and in the peculiar view 
of the propitiatory sufferings of Christ, al- 
though, far above the scope of human in- 
vention, is consistent with reason and agrees 
with esperience. 

* Eph. T, 29. • Heb. ii. 14. 

^ Joho tv, 13. Comp. Bom. v, i — B. 
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In order, however, that we may apprehend 
with greater precision the reasonableness of 
this doctrine, it is necessary for us to advert 
more particularly to two of its features. 

1. Were a mediator required to act on 
behalf of some miserable criminal in order to 
rescue him from impending punishment, it 
would be a vast advantage if one could 
be foimd, who had a fal\ understanding^ 
of the criminBl's case and abundant opportu- 
nity of sympathising with his sufferings, and 
yet was a person of commanding influence — 
whose natural situation would enable him to 
deal on equal terms with the offended party, 
say, with the supreme governor of the 
country. Should it be possible to obtain 
such a mediator, he would be selected by 
every person of reflection, in preference to 
any other who had either less knowledge of 
the criminal's sufferings, or less authority in 
dealing with the sovereign. How matchless 
then is the wisdom and mercy of that dispen- 
sation, under which we are provided with a 
Mediator, who in his human character (though 
sinless) " was in all points tempted like as we 
are," and is, therefore, " touched with a 
feeling of our infirmities;"* and yet, bein|; 
one with the Father in the Godhead, is one 
with him in dignity and power. " Father," 
said Jesus, "I will that they also whom 
thou hast given me be with me where I am." • 
We are worms of the earth — ^finite, weak, 
degraded, and exposed to suffering ; God is 
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supreme, and infiiiitely powerful and holy. 
Belkold in Christ the all-availing Mediator — 
the " Daysman betwixt ua " — who " can lay 
his hand upon us both !" ' 

2. In contemplating the atoning sacrifice 
of the Son of Goa, we ought never to lose sight 
of its purpose, as declared by the apostle 
Paul — that God " might be just and the jus- 
tifier of him which believeth in Jesus."^ 
There is nothing in Scripture which in the 
least degree supports the notion that our 
Heavenly Father is naturally implacable, and 
that his wrath was appeased by the sacrifice 
of an innocent victim. While the prevalence 
of bloody sacrifices among heathen nations 
in all ages of the world, plainly indicates the 
feeling that without an atonement there is no 
forgiveness of sin, and while it affords an 
evidence of some original revelation on the 
subject, the vulgar notion that a wrathful 
Deity is by this method Tendered placable, 
receives no countenance from Christianity. 
In the Bible, the sacrifice of Jesus Christ is 
represented as the means, appointed of the 
Father in perfect wisdom and love, whereby 
he might freely justify the sinner, and at the 
same time preserve inviolate the holiness of 
his own cnaracter, and the claims of his 
moral law. 

Ceremonial sacrifice, as it was instituted on 

divine authority, was a display, and on the 

part of the offerer, an acknowledgment of the 

true desert of sin. It was an intelligible sign 

1 Job ix, 33. i Ram. iii, ?G. 
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that the proper penalty of Bin is death, and 
thus became an act of homage to the purity 
of the law and to the authority of God the 
lawgiver. On precisely the same principle, 
the aaciifice of the incarnate Son of God, 
was a public recognition of the most elevated 
and glorious kind, that sin is unalterably of- 
fensive in the sight of God. Nor is it possi- 
ble to conceive an event by which this truth 
could have been so clearly manifested, or so 
efficaciously impressed on his rational creation. 

At the same time it was an infinitely ex- 
alted example, and therefore proof, of the 
unmerited love and mercy of God towards a 
sinful world — an act of grace, which places 
the whole of our fallen race under unutter- 
able obligations to our redeeming God and 
Saviour. 

Now 1 conceive that this matchless dis- 
play of holiness and love in indissoluble 
union, fully accords with out most en- 
lightened notions of the divine attributes ; 
that it agrees with all that we here know of 
the justice of God on the one hand, and of 
his mercy on the other ; that in the highest 
sense of the term, it is reasonable ; and that 
as such, it must for ever claim the admiration, 
and call forth the praises, of God's intelligent 
creation. 
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WHEtf we speak of the fitness of the scheme 
of redemption, that Is, of its suitability to its 
proposed ends, we must always recollect that 
the ultimate design of every dispensation of 
Providence, is the glory of God ; and it is 
clearly the highest point in the character of 
regenerate men, that they are taught of the 
Spirit to co-operate in this design. 

Such persons will be prepared to acknow- 
ledge that in that manifestation of holiness 
and love conjointly, which distinguishes the 
scheme of redemption, there is a direct and 
perfect fitness to the end of God's glory. For 
we cannot conceive a method by which He 
could be more certainly glorified, than by so 
peculiar and distinct a display of his attii- 

Nor can we doubt that this display is in- 
tended for the instruction, not merely of man- 
kind, but of other orders of beings, endued 
with a rational and moral nature. Reason 
suggests this doctrine as highly probable ; 
and Scripture declares that one intent of the 
Christian dispensation, was that " now unto 
the principalities and powers in heavenly places 
mignt be known by the church the manifold 
wisdom of God."' On the same ground the 

1 Epb. iii, 10. Ji •!n'Ki>v6ixi>Jii eafia tihJ &sik!. 
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doctrines of Christianity arc described by the 
apostle Peter as " thiogs which the angels 
desire to look into" * — expressions which 
evidently convey the idea that the glory of 
these things does not lie merely on the sur- 
face — that there is a depth in them, not easily 
inspected or fathomed, into which even the 
angels delight to inquire. 

But the glory of God is insured through 
the Christian dispensation, not merely by a. 
display of his moral attributes to the universe, 
but by the actual effects produced, through 
this dispensation, in the good and happiness 
of his creatures. That these effects are great 
and numerous, far beyond our powers of ex- 
amination or conception, we may readily sup- 
pose ; and that such is the fact the apostle 
plainly indicates, when he speaks of God's 
good pleasure " which he hath purposed in 
himself; that in the dispensation of the ful- 
ness of times, he might gather together in 
one ALL THINGS in Christ, both which are 
IK HEAVEN, and which are on earth, even 

These remarks may serve to shew the ex- 
treme futility of the objections advanced 
against Christianity on the ground that 
our world is too Insignificant a part of the 
creation to be the object of redemption 
through the incarnation and sacrifice of 
God's own Son. For although this globe 
was selected as the scene of the event, the 
purposes to which the dispensation is directed 

t 1 Pet. I, 12. B Epii. i, 9, to. 
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are probably co-extensive with the universe 
itself; and to all these purposes it maybe 
peculiarly aad perfectly adapted. 

Did we however suppose that the inhab- 
itants of this world were the sole objects of 
this mysterious display of holiness and mercy, 
the word eternity would remove every diffi- 
culty ; for what purpose can be conceived 
more worthy of God, and of the infinite re- 
sources of his love, than the salvation of 
myriads of beings, of whose existence, as of 
his own, there will be no end ? The globe 
which we inhabit may indeed be but a 
point in God's universe, and its countless 
inhabitants almost nothing among the hosts 
of hb intelligent creatures; but who that 
regards the analogy of nature, will object 
on that account to the scheme of Christi- 
anity ? Does it not seem as if the complete 
power of deity were expended on an insect, a 
feather, or a leaf? And is there not in the 
smallest parts of the creation, as well as in 
the stupendous whole, a hidden infinite which 
no man can search 1 

It appears then that independently of all. 
unknown purposes, extending, as they may 
well be supposed to do, far beyond the limits 
of our globe, the salvation of sinful man is in 
itself an end (subservient to God's glory) which 
fully justifies the grand peculiarities of the 
gospel. It remains for us therefore to shew 
that to this its professed end, the plan of 
redemption is exactly suited — that in it there 
is an adequate supply of all our spiritual 
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need— that in Christ " all fulness" dwells 
for our restoration and salvation. 

I. Man by nature is the child of ignorance. 
He may indeed^ put forth his powers of ob- 
servation and reason, and obtain much know- 
ledge on worldly and physical subjects ; but 
respecting divine and spiritual things, he ia 
in utter darkness, surrounded by a shade too 
deep to be pierced by any beam of bis own 
intelligence. It is true that God has endued 
him with a moral nature; and that in the 
midst of his ruin by the fall, he is visited 
with a ray of heavenly light independently 
of any outward revelation. There can be 
little doubt that this blessing, like all other 
spiritual good, is bestowed upon him through 
the medium of a crucified Redeemer. But in 
considering the fitness of the scheme of re- 
demption, we must look to its operation, 
where it is actually made known ; for the 
outward revelation of truth clearly forms a 
part of the scheme itself. Now it is in re- 
vealed religion, and there only, that blind and 
erring man receives an illumination exactly 
proportioned to the depth and completeness 
of his ignorance. 

There, he obtains sufficient information on 
the nature and atuibutes of God, on the 
demands of the law, and on his own cha- 
racter and condition, his moral responsibility, 
and future prospects. There, he is taught the 
lesson of the immortality of the soul, of the 
resurrection of the body, and of judgment to 
come. There, he is made acquainted with the 
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Saviour through whom he is reconciled to 
God, and with the Spirit by whom he is 
converted and sanctified. Well mi^ht Jesus 
Bay (in his peculiar character of a Revealer of 
Truth), " I am the light of the world. He 
that foUoweth me shall not walk in darkness, 
but shall have the light of life." * Welt might 
the apostle Peter c^l on the early Christian 
believers to " shew forth the praises of him" 
who had " called " them " out of darkaesa 
into his marvellous light." ^ 

But the adaptation of this part of the scheme 
of redemption to the need of man, is appa- 
rent, dot only from the completeness of the 
light bestowed, but from the limits by which 
it is bounded. While the gospel makes 
known to ns every thing which we can con- 
ceive to be required for the purpose of influ- 
encing our hearts and directing our practice, 
it never goes out of its way, as false systems 
of religion do, to indulge our curiosity, or to 
please the speculative mind. Momentous 
facts are revealed to us which bear with irre- 
sistible force on our affections, and therefore 
on our practice ; but the mode of these facts 
— a matter with which we have no concern — 
is hidden from our view. It is the unchang- 
ing principle of divine revelation, that " the 
secret things belong unto the Lord our God, 
but those things which are revealed belong 
unto us and to our children for ever, that we 
may do all the words of this law." * 

Jobn viil, 19. Comp. Luke i, 77 — 7B. 
' 1 Pet. ii, 9. 1 Deut. iiii, 29. 
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n. But it ia not enough for bliod aud err- 
iog man, that a clear revelation is made to 
him, of the " truth as it is in Jesua." His- 
^orance of the things of God is moral as 
well as intellectual, and his mental vision 
must be purified before he can entertain a 
just view of himself, his God, and hia Re- 
deemer. Bxperience affords abundant proofs 
of the truth of the principle so clearly laid 
down by the apostle Paul — "The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God ; for they are foolishness unto hiro : 
neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned." * 

The undeniable fact is, that we are hy na- 
ture not only ignorant, but alienated from 
God — barren, hard, unprofitable, corrupt. 
No man, therefore, can be a partaker in any 
of the spiritual and saving blessings of the 
gospel, without regeneration. In the scheme 
of redemption, this is an article of primary 
importance ; because upon it ail the remain- 
ing provisions of that scheme (as it regards 
ourselves) entirely depend. The spiritual, like 
the natural life, must have its beginning, and 
regeneration is just as necessary to the former, 
as birth is to the latter. " Except a man 
be bom again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God!"i 

That this new birth — this vital change in 

the spirit of a man — cannot be produced 

by any strength or wisdom of our own, is a 

truth declared in Scripture, and one which 

!>ICor.ii, 14. 1 Jeh>iui,3. 
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the most extensive observation will never fail 
to confirm. Regeneration is the work of om- 
nipotence, and, in the economy of grace, it 
is specially ascribed to the Holy Spirit. Every 
true convert is "bora of God"* — " bom of 
THE Spirit."^ 

The influence by which this change is ef- 
fected is compared by our Saviour, to the 
wind which " bloweth where it listeth." We 
must not, therefore, pretend to define the 
time, the circumstances, or the methods, which 
God may be pleased to bless to this mighty 
end. Nevertheless, the instrument which, 
according to the experience of believers, is 
usually employed for the purpose, is the gos- 
pel of our Redeemer. Christians are " bom 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incor- 
ruptible (that is of the Spirit) — by the word 
of God, which liveth and abideth for ever." 
" And this is the word," adds the apostle, 
" which by the gospel is preachea unto 
you."* " Of his own will, begat he us «ii/A 
the word of truth."' 

The Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Fa- 
ther and the Son, takes of tbe doctrine of 
Christ, and reveals it to our souls. By re- 
newing us in the " spirit of our mind," he 
rectifies our depraved intellectual faculties, 
and enables ns to comprehend and imbibe the 
gospel ; aeain, through the medium of the 
understanding, he impresses its contents oa 
the heart. Thus he imparts to ns a new life, 

! John i, 13. » John ui, 5. 

4 1 Pet.i, as, 25. ' J»niie»i,.18. 
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humbles us under a sense of sin, and turns us 
to our Saviour and our God. 

III. Man by nature is the child of wrath, 
labouring under the curse of the law — the 
awful sentence of eternal death. What then 
can be conceived more adapted to his need 
than justification- — a plenary remisBion of 
all hia sins through the atoning aacritice of 
Christ, and a free acceptance of him as 
righteous, for the sake of a righteous Saviour ? 

Here he finds reconciliation with a God of 
justice, deliverance from condemnation and 
eternal punishment, and a well founded hope 
of immortal bliss. The utmost claims of the 
law are satisfied ; the holiness of the Creator 
is more than ever manifested ; and the bro- 
ken-hearted sinner reposes, in peace, on the 
bosom of infinite mercy. In himself indeed, 
as a transgressor from his birth, he is vile and 
polluted, but by the blood of Jesus sprinkled 
on his heart, his conscience is purged from 
every dead work; and having obtained an 
interest in the Saviour of men, he wears a 
robe of righteousness in which there is no 
spot. God accepts him in the Beloved ; and 
adopts bim as a child of grace, and as an 
heir of glory. 

Such is the view presented to us in the 
Scriptures of the justification of the sinner, 
and nothing short of faith in this free gift of 
mercy, can impart to the awakened mind, 
substantial peace either in living or in dying. 
To advert more particularly to peace in death 
— bow tremendous must it be, to meet the 
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king of terrors, and to plunge into the fathom- 
less abyss of eternity, without a Saviour ! 

Many who ha^e despised Christianity and 
rejected its warnings during the day of their 
probation, have found the near approach of 
death unspeakably terrible. Yet tlie philoso- 
phical unbeliever is sometimes known to put 
off mgrtality with cold sedateneas, and the 
wicked have often " no bands in their death ;" 
they meet their " last end " like the beasts 
that perish. 

TiiS false rest of the philosopher, in such 
a case, may be traced, to the hardness of 
unbelief; while that of the wicked is the ob- 
vious consequence of a seared conscience. 
Butleta man be convinced of the holiness of 
God, of his own sinfulness and corruption, 
and of the infinite terribleness of the curse 
of the law — let him view his condition and 
danger as they really are — and he wiU enjoy 
no trfuiquillity in death, except from a reli- 
ance on the infinite mercy of God through 
the atoning blood of a Saviour. Here there 
is peace for tlie dying penitent, and here his 
peace is perfect. The exact suitability of the 
provision offered to us in the gospel, for the 
sinner's last and utmost need, affords us an 
ample evidence that it is the boon of heaven. 

In order to apprehend this suitability, how- 
ever, we must fix our regards in an especial 
manner on the dignity of the Mediator — on 
the glory and fulness of his deity. For the 
mighty purpose of deliverance from g^ilt and 
sin, the believer, who knows the depUi of his 
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own corruption in the Ml, can place no con- 
fidence in any mere man, oi even in the 
most exalted and powerful of created beiu^. 
No sacrifice can supply his need, for tjie 
blotdng out of sin, but one of infinite 
worth. No mediator will suffice for the 
repose of his troubled spirit, but such an 
one as is proposed to him in the gospel — a 
Mediator who was not only man to die, but 
God to sane— omnipotent, to bear the bur- 
then of his iniquities, to deliyer him from, the 
power of Satan, and to quicken him from his 
moral death unto life eternal. 

It is this grand distinguishing feature of 
the gospel, which above all oQiers adapts 
it to the depth and extent of our ruin, and 
which, in the same degree, establishes the 
truth and divine origin of the Christian sys- 
tem. 

IV, But peace in death is not the only 
blessing of which the sinner stands in need. 
He wants to be supplied with motives, which 
will inevitably lead him to a life of right- 
eousness; for while an abundant provision is 
made in the gospel for the pardon of the peni- 
tent transgressor, it remains to be true that 
" without holiness no man can see the Lord." 

Now were justification proposed to him on 
ench terms as would leave him without a due 
sense of the enormity of sin, this end would 
not be answered ; because his feeling of the 
necessity of forsaking sin, would be slight in 
proportion to his estimate of the evil itself. 
Did we, for example, suppose that forgiveness 
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was offered to us as the mere reward of re- 
sntance, and of such poor repentance as 
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reason could effect, 
sin which such a notion would engender, 
■would never afford a sufficient motive for a 
radical change of conduct. When we con- 
sider the deceitfulnesa of the heart of man, 
may we not rest assured, that the practical 
inference would be, " we will continue in sin, 
that grace may abound?" 

But how different is the operation of that 
scheme of redemption, in which the free par- 
don of the penitent sinner is bestowed on the 
sole ground of the atoning sacrifice of the Sa- 
viour! The portentous fact of the Incarna- 
nation of Jesus Christ, and of his propitiatory 
death oii the cross, cannot fail to produce, in 
the miad of the believer, a settled conviction 
of the danger and malignity of sin. And 
here again, the deity of Jesus is proved to be 
the spring and centre of the system. Could 
the death of a mere man like ourselves have^ 
atoned for the sins of the world, sin must* 
needs be an evil of small importance. Were 
the work to be effected by some angel or 
archangel, that evil might indeed assume a 
somewhat _ more imposing form, but could 
scarcely be regardea as desperate — the sure 
parent of everlasting 'woe. But behold the 
Sotr of God, who is one with the Father in 
infinite power and glory, descends from his 
throne of majesty, becomes a man, and bears 
upon HIMSELF, the penalty of our transgres- 
sions. How deadly, in uie view of every 
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enl^htened believer, must be thxt evil, for the 
remedy of which God hu seen fit to provide 
by 80 astonishing a sacrifice ! 

The light which is thus reflected from the 
cross of Jesus on the dangerajid desert of hr, 
connected as it is with an express revelation 
of the purity of God, and of the future pun- 
ishment of transgressors, has a powerful ten- 
dency to excite in the Christian, a dread of 
sinning, and an awful fear of that holy Being, 
to whom sin is infinitely offensive. Nor cait 
we easily ovenate the importance of this fear, 
as a restraining principle, aa an unceasing 
motive to circumspection and self-deuial. 
Truly may it he said, that " the fear of the 
Lord is a fountain of life, to depart from the 
snares of death."' 

But ft believing view of Christ crucified, is 
the most effective means not only of inspiring- 
a dread of gin, but of adding poignancy and 
depth to the penitence of the sinner. " I will 
pour upon the house of David and upon the 
mbabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace 
and of supplications, and they shall look 
upon me whom they have pierced, and they 
shall mourn for him, as one moumeth for 
bis only son, and shall be in bitterness for 
him, as one that is in bitterness for his first 
bora.''T 

Every one must perceive that such an ef- 
fect is of the highest importance for the pur- 
pose of reformation. The fear of Ood to 
which we are introduced by a knowledge of 
• Pror. iW, S7, ' Zccb. lE, 10, 
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Christ cnicified, is indeed no slavish principle ; 
for with it there never fails to spring up 
another motive to obedience, of a still more 
delightful and influential character. That 
motive is love. God, in the scheme of re- 
demption, lays a sovereign hold on our afiec- 
tions ; and while he presents himself to us as 
a Being perfectly holy, and therefore perfectly 
lovely — by the free gift of his oaiy begotten 
Son, he brings our love into action, commands 
our gratitude, and binds ua by the dearest and 
strongest of ties to a life of piety and virtue. 

Thb is the third point in relation to which 
the fitness of a divine Saviour to our need is 
a^irably manifested. Precisely in propor- 
tion as we exalt the gift, we exalt also the 
demand on our gratitude. It is the infinite 
dignity of our Redeemer, and the correspond- 
ing preciousness of his atoning blood — it is 
theaoctrine of "God manifest in the flesh" 
■—-which -bears with a reststless force on the 
best feelingH of the human heart, and by " the 
expulsive power of a new affection" delivers 
UB from the love of this present world. The 
love of Christ is a constraining principle. It 
leads to decision, to devotedness, and to per- 
severance. It is a hidden spring in the ma- 
chinery of man's heart, of such a nature, as 
to maintain through every diversity of heights 
and depths, an even energy ; and to occasion 
" a perpetual motion" in the service of God, 
and in the pursuit of his glory. 

V. When we speak of the tendency of a 
particular doctrine to excite in our minds 
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right motives of actioa, we do not forget that 
the affections of the natural man are utterly 
corrupt and inapplicable, without grace, to 
any holy purpose. But God has provided ub 
with an influence, ugider which they resume 
their right character and direction, and there* 
fore become effectife for the purest and most 
eiaited ends. 

The influence of the Holy Spirit, through 
which we are in the first instance converted 
to God, is afterwards "shed abundantly"* 
on the believer through faith in Christ cru- 
cified- It is perpetually at work in cleansing 
his thoughts and motives, in regulating his 
conduct, and in changing the whole current 
of his feelings and desires. In an especial 
manner the Spirit operates on the conscience 
— rectifying and refining the moral uense, 
ezaltii^ the standard of virtue, and guiding 
the watchful and obedient eoul into all that is 
pure, lovely, just, and true. " Howbeit when 
he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide 
you into all truth,"" "Th6 anointing which 
ye have received of him abideth in you, - and 
ye need not that any man teach you ; but as 
the same anointing teach eth you of all things, 
and is truth, and is no lie, eud even as it hath 
taught you, ye shall abide in him."' "As 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the sons of God."* 

As the believer with a patient and willing 
mind, follows this heavenly guide, that new 



SCHEME OF REDEMPTrON. 145 

creation gradually takes place in him, by 
which hta once polluted soul is made meet 
for the purity of heaven, for the society of 
angels, and even for the presence of God 
himself. He puts off " concerning the former 
conversation, the old man which is corrupt ac- 
cording to the deceitful lusts," and puts on 
" the new man which after Grod is created in 
righteousness and true holiness."' Weak 
and unworthy as he is, he has renounced the 
world, the flesh, and the devil. Now he " sows 
to the Spirit," and brings forth its "fruit," 
which is " love, joy, peace, loug-sufFering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and 
temperance." ' " Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature ; old things are 
passed away ; behold all things are become 

Such is the work of sanctitication, the 
second main constituent of the scheme of re- 
demption. That this work, made known to 
us as it is only by Christianity, is adapted to 
the spiritual need of the sinner, admits of no 
question. And equally obvious is it that the 
nice precision with which it suits its purpose, 
affords a practical demonstration that it is 
God's institution, and not man's invention. 

Here it may be remarked that the Spirit of 
God bestowed on believers in Jesus, is the 
earnest of their inheritance, the plei^ of 
their future happiness. Hence it is the means 
1 GaL T, S9, 33. 
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of exciting and strengthening in their minds 
another motive to action, of high importance to 
their spiritual progress. That motive is hope. 

The hopes of the Christian are founded on 
the promises of God — and these, in the gos- 
pel, are two-fold — the promise of grace for 
the present life, and that of glory for the life 
to come. When, therefore, w;e have expe- 
rienced the fulfilment of the first of these pro- 
mises, our reliance on the second is confirmed 
and estabUshed. And what is the conse- 
quence ? A " good hope through grace " ani- 
mates our exertions, and cheers us onwards 
" in the race which is set before us," The 
Christian, who has drunk at no stagnant well, 
but at the fountain of living water, is for ever 
aspiring after his final victory. " FoigetUng 
those things which are behind, and reaching 
forth after those things which are before," he 
presses " towards the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.'' 

VI, Yet the work of sanctification is very 
gradual. Thebelieverisengaged in an arduous 
warfare ; and the conflict between the carnal 
and spiritual mind, is often one of long du- 
ration, and subject to many vicissitades. Al- 
though he has imbibed a hatred of sin, and 
is actuated by the fear and love of God and 
by the hope of glory, yet his natural corrup- 
tion is far from being speedily annihilated. 
Sin, in its more hidden and insinuating forms, 
is often mixed up with his thoughts and 
imaginations, and even with his words and 
actions ; and although he is no longer under 
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its dominion, he soon discovers that a com- 
plete victory over it can be obtained, only at 
the cost of many painful struggles. While 
he is exposed like other men to temporal 
afflictions, the plague of his own heart is to 
him a source of sorrow and distress, of which 
the unregenerate world knows nothing. Alxive 
all, Satan is his tempter and tormentor — a per- 
petual, and sometimes, alas I a successful 

But what a blessed provision is made for 
him in the scheme of redemption ! In the 
first place a free access is opened through 
the blood of Jesus, to a throne of infinite 
mercy. Hither it is his daily and hourly 
privilege to resort, that he may hold commu- 
nion with God, and while he wrestles with the 
Holy One of Israel for a blessing, the Spirit 
helps his infirmities, adds grace to his sup- 
plications^ and a!> it were prays in his stead, 
with " groanings which cannot he uttered."* 

And, in the second place, if he sins, he has 
" an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous" — an High Priest at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high, who not only 
died to reconcile ua to God, but ever lives 
to make intercession for us. This risen and 
glorified Mediator is, indeed, with wondrous 
eitactness suited to our need. On the one 
hand he is touched as a brotherwith a feeling 
of our infiimities ; on the other hand he 
rules supreme, for the help and deliverance of 
his servants, over all the powers of darkness. 
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He U at once our pitying friend, and our in- 
vincible captain. 

As other parts of the scheme of redemption 
Bie calculated to bring into exercise the motives 
of fear, gratitude, and hope, so these consol- 
ing features of it, have a peculiarly powerful 
tendency to imbue us with a fourth principle 
of immense practical importance — I mean, 
iriut IN God. Those who are accustomed, 
under the influence of the Spirit, to draw 
near, through an interceding Mediator, to the 
Fountain of life, are attracted by an ever-pre' 
sent dispensation of mercy to stay themselvea 
upon God. They are taught by delightful 
experience, to place a firm reliance on the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and tlie Holy Ghost ; they live 
by faith in an unseen yet all-sufficient Sa- 
viour. And what is the practical conseqnence ? 
While they lean on the arm of omnipotence, 
tliey gradually attain to that stability both of 
sentiment and practice, which the speculations 
of men, and the storms of life can never 
shake. ■ 

VII, Man in the fell is not only vicious, but 
miserable. . He stands in need of happiness ; 
and Christianity bestows upon him, even 
here, just ao much of that heavenly boon, as 
suits his real condition. 

The general tendency of Christiaaity to pro- 
mote the happiness of mankind, is manifested 
by a comparison of the state of the ancient 
heathen world, with that of Christendom. 

TJiecomforts of the hospital, the mitigatbns 
of the mediod of war, the place assigned in the 
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scale of society to females, tbe sacred charac- 
ter of the marri^;e tie, and the aumerous 
efforts made in Christian countries for the 
relief of the indigent, are so many proofs of 
the general tendency of Christianity to pro- 
mote the liappinessof mankind. These effects 
are produced even where our religion is by no 
meansfully influential. Were its principles more 
deeply imbibed, and were they universal, the 
whole wprld would be a scene of peace, order, 
and love. 

But to consider the subject as it regards 
individual experience. Let a man heartily em- 
brace the peculiar doctrines of the gospel, and 
give himself up to its regenerating influence ; 
and not only will he become a centre of good 
and comfort to all around him, but there will 
be opened to himself resources of happiness, 
to which he was before an utter stranger. 
Now will he, aa areconciled and adopted child 
of God, delight in communion with his Crea- 
tor, and derive, from daily obedience to the Sa- 
viour, a perpetual pleasure. A sacred charm 
will be cast over the enjoyments of life, and 
even its afflictions will be welcomed as tokens 
of a Father's love. Now will he be cheered, 
through every vicissitude, with the glad hope 
of immortality, and the " love of God, shed 
abroad" in his heart, will at times impart that 
flow of mental peace, which may well be re- 
garded as a foretaste of heaven. 

While however such happiness in the pre- 
sent life is the consequence of a hearty recep- 
tion of the gospel, it is a circumstance which 



150 OK THE FITNESS OF TBE 

■trttngly confinns our ailment, that Chrutl> 
anity does not, like religious systems of human 
iuTention, ofier us happioessoa false terms. In 
the first place, it utterly rejects all self-imposed 
mortifications as the means of purcjia^ng it ; 
and secondly, while it sanctions the innocent 
jdeasuTes of life, it requires the surrender of 
the whole heart, and wounds in order to heal. 
A man must be smitten with sorrow under tb« 
sense of his tran^ressions ; he must sacrifice 
the pride of his heart at the foot of the crosa 
of Christ; be must take up his own cross 
and follow Jesus — before he can be made 
a partaker of the happiness of religion — 
" of the peace of God which passeth all under- 
standing." 

Neither does Christianity flatter even her 
obedient children with promiseB of a painless 
Ufe. Rather does she teach them to expect 
tribulation ; and to glory in their confonnity 
with the sufferings of Christ. The Christian 
whose, eye is opened to behold his own cor- 
ruption, and the depravity and wretchedness 
of mankind, has sorrows as well as joys, which 
are peculiar to himself; nor would he dare to 
accept immunity from suffering, on the con- 
dition of having hia vision blinded. He sees 
this sinful and sorrowfiil worid as it realty 
is ; and for vnclouded happiness, his regards 
are fixed exclusively on the world to coroe. 

VIII. Finally, sinful man is mortal; he 
stands in need of immortality. He is expos- 
ed to endless suffering ; he stands in need of 
eternal joy. These blessings are abundantly 
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bestowed upon him through the peculiar effi- 
cacy of the scheme a[ redemption. 

We have already remarked that while Chris- 
tianity coufinns the presumptions of reason, 
that the soul survives the body, it reveals the 
additional doctrine, that ia the last day all 
men will b^ raised from death — the just to 
happiness, the unjust to shame and misery. 
As it relates to the faithful followers of 
Christ, the resurrection of the body clearly 
forms a part of the scheme of redemption. 
It is represented in Scripture as the last 
step to the fulness of their happiness, and 
as a blessing bestowed upon them, through 
the mediation of that Redeemer, who has 
himself triumphed over death — whose resur- 
rection is the pledge of theirs.' 

The suitability of Chriatianity to the need 
of sinful man, is completed by its provision 
for the conquest and eitermination of death. 
When Christ shall have changed " our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned like unto his 
^onous body;"' and when he shall have 
made manifest to the universe, on the last day 
of account, our free and perfect justification — 
then will our salvation be finished, and our 
utmost need for ever supplied. Through " the 
blood of the everlasting covenant," our por- 
tion will be bliss, unutterable and eternal. 

Such is the glorious consummation which 

Christianity proposes to the faith and hope of 

her children. But, in conclusion, let ua mark 

the unrivalled wisdom, the nice propriety — all 

' Pbil. iii, 31. 

,. :Xoo-;lc 
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her own — with which she unfolds to them the 
glories of their future state. The heai-en re- 
vealed to us in the Scriptures is, in the first 
place, no spiritual non-entity, such as a vain 
philosophy has sometimes imagined — a mere 
condition of mind, independent of place or 
circumstance; but a sober reality — a better 
country — a region of infinite delights. And, 
secondly, on the other hand, it is not, like 
Mahomet's paradise, the_ inheritance of flesh 
and blood, or the scene of any carnal plea- 
sure, but there all is spiritual, and all is pure. 

The language of the sacred ^rritera on the 
subject, although abounding in expressive and 
affecting images, is indeed distinguished from 
that of all false prophets, by an absence of de- 
tails, and by a decent and solemn reserve. 
"Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love 
him."^ Yet God has made known to n6 
enough of these things to enlighten the un- 
derstanding, and to satisfy the heart. In the 
Scriptures we are assured, that rest from labour 
and sorrow, a total cessation from sin, a per- 
fect fellowship and harmony, the immediate 
presence of Christ, the ever-flowing influences 
of the Spirit, the service and praise of God — 
will constitute the joy of saints— the eternal 
pleasures of heaven. 

Above all, it is the npble distinction of the 

scheme of redemption, that under its gracious 

provisions, happiness goes hand in hand with 

■ I Cor. ii, 9. Comp. Isi. Iiir, 4. 
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holiness — that the latter is absolutely iadis- 
peoBable to the former — and that they will 
know no separation through all etemityi 

It appears then 

First — That the primary purpose of Chris- 
tianity, as of every other divine dispensation, 
is the glory of God — a purpose fully answered 
by that peculiardisplayof nis attributes which 
distinguishes the scheme of redemption, and 
also by the good effects which that scheme 
produces on his creatures. 

SecoTidly — That in subservience to the glory 
of God, the purposes of this dispensation may 
probably be vast and numerous, far beyond 
our conception ; that Scripture describes it as 
an object of contemplation to beings superior 
to man, and mentions its consequences as 
co-extensive with the universe; 

Thirdly — That the scheme of redemption 
is adapted with wonderful precision to the 
spiritual need of mankind; as appears from 
the following considerations : 

Through this plan of mercy, man, in hia 
darkness, is illuminated ; yet only in such a 
manner and degree, as are suited to hia con- 
Incapable by nature of apprehending the 
things of God, and dead to holiness, he is 
born again of the Spirit. 

Guilty and condemned by the law, he is 
freely forgiven and justified; yet only on a 
principle which impresses him with a dread of 
sin, and an awful fear of God ; and while tliis 
fear inculcates circumspecfion, the love which 
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the same plan engenders, constrains obedience, 
seal, and perseverance. 

Sinful aod weak in himself, he is guided, 
assisted, and sanctified by the influence of 
the Spirit of God ; yet so that the experience 
of grace, confirming the hope of glory, ani- 
mates hie own efforts in the race of virtue. 

Engaged ia an arduous warfare against sin 
and Satan, he reposes on the mediation of a 
glorified Saviour, and thus imbibes that trust 
in God, which insures his stability in the truth. 

In his natural misery, he is supplied even 
here with the boon of happiness ; yet only so 
far as it is safe for him to be happy. 

In the midst of death, he rejoices in the 
prospect of complete immortality. 

And finally, instead of his merited rewaid 
of endless woe, a heaven is set before him, at 
once substantial and spiritual ; at once infi- 
nitely joyous and perfectly pure. 

Itb well observed, in Ecclesiasticus, that 
" all things are double one against another," 
and that God "hath made nothing imper- 
fect." " The force of this remark must be obvi- 
ous to every one who looks abroad into the field 
of nature. The eye is made for the light, and 
the light for the eye ; the soil of tlie earth for 
its vegetable productions, and vegetables for 
the soil on which they grow ; the fiah for the 
waters, and the waters for the fish. All nature 
is filled with pairs of things, which. have no 
tendency to produce each other, yet are fitted 
l> Elclrs. itii, 34. 
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bother with a perfect eiactness. Who ever 
dreams that the lungs of a man produce the 
air he breathes, or the air the lungs which 
breathe it? Yet the structure of the lungs is 
exactly such as enables us to inhale a gaseous 
fluid; and the air is just of the consist- 
ency which suits it to this structure. What 
aoatomist is not aware, that the blood is so 
conducted through the lungs, as there to 
imbibe from the atmosphere its vivifying prin- 
ciple ? What chemist does not know that the 
atmosphere is precisely so composed, as to 
serve this purpose ; that if either oxygen or 
azote was omitted, life would be destroyed— 
that even if tbey were mingled in different 
proportions, both air and lungs would imme- 
diately become useless? 

Now in the moral and spiritual world, cor- 
respondences of a similar kind are easily per- 
ceptible. The light is not more suited to the 
eye, or the soil of the earth to the vegetable, 
or the water to the frame work of the fish, or 
the air to the lungs which inhale it, than is 
each particular of the scheme of redemption to 
that part of Our mental system, with which it 
corresponds. And considered as a whole, re- 
vealed religion answers its end in supplying 
our spiritual wants, just as completely as na- 
ture serves her purpose, in providing for our 
present life, and in satisfying th$ demands of 
the body. 

No fair reasoner, therefore, who is accus- 
tomed to trace the contrivances of this visible 
world to an all-wise Contriver, can refute to 



156 ON THE FITNESS OP THE 

alloir that Chrlstiaaity, like nature, is the 
work and ordinaace of Him vbo pairs, 
adapU, and balances all things according to 
their need, if the production of material 
things, which " perish with the using," dis- 
plays (as it unquestionably does) the wis- 
dom and power of God — how much more 
that new creation, which acts on the hidden 
Bpriugs of man's heart, opens the blind 
understanding, imparts the spiritual life, 
applies every motive to its proper function, 
redeems and purifies the guilty soul, and 
converts the very child of hell, into an heir 
of glory \ *■ 

The general argument which has now been 
stated, is confirmed and elucidated by some 
particular reflections. 

In the /rs( place, the great system of truth 
unfolded to us in the Bible, although admir- 
ably compacted, is in its nature complex. It 
is composed of many parts, and these are dis- 
tinguished, one from another, by different, 
and sometimes even by opposite characteris- 
tics. On the one hand are revealed to us the 
terrors of the Lord— on the other hand, his 
spontaneous mercies ; on the one hand, elec- 
tion and sovereign grace — fln the pther, the 
unfettered and responsible agency of man. 
Above all, while the doctrine of justification 
declares the pardoning love of God towards a 

. 1 Viil. Crotii Cam. in Eph. iii, 0. " Omnim Chrirtiu 
Uat nova ( tl ifioinior' hne srsilio quam prior ilia." 
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^illy world, that of aanctification proclaims 
with a voice equally strong and clear, the in- 
dispensable necessity of personal holiness. 

But while these various parts of the system 
are distinct from each other, ami may never be 
confounded, and while the mode in which they 
consist ia in some instances concealed from 
our view, they are inseparably joined ; and 
being arranged with a perfect precision, they 
unite in producing a.amgle effect. That ef- 
fect is the moral renovation of fallen man. 

Now as the wisdom and power of God are 
often displayed in the muhiplicity of ends 
which a single means answeis, so they are no 
less illustriously manifested by the combined 
application of diversified means, and even of 
opposite principles, to the production of one 
broad, simple, and glorious, result. This is 
one of the characteristics by which the coun- 
sels of the Supreme Being are pre-eminently 
distinguished — by which " he tumeth wise 
men backward, and maketh their knowledge 
foolish." * Nor is it beside our mark to ob- 
serve, that when Christianity fails to produce 
its fidl and genial etfect in sincere be- 
Uevers, tliis circumstance mostly arises from 
their taking too limited a view of a system, of 
which the very nature is, to comprehend iii 
one vast machinery whatsoever can aSect the 
heart of man, and form the character of the 
servant of God. 

This remark naturally leads usto our seconrf 

point — namely, that Christianity is neither 

t Ih. xliv, tS. 

, ,,aK,,ic 
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deficient nor redundant ; it equally rejects 
aug^enlation and diminution. The hiaUiiy 
of the professing church of Christ, now con- 
tinued through more than eighteen centuries, 
affords many humbling proofs, that the mo- 
ment we add anything to the religion of the 
New Testament, or take anything away from 
it, that moment we injure its structure and 
weaken its effect. The doctrines of revealed 
religion came forth from the hands of their 
Author and his immediate followers, in a state 
of perfection, and the concentrated wisdom of 
ten thousand philosophers and theologians, 
can change them, ouly for the worse. 

The man who has a just apprehension of 
his own spiritual need, and of the fulness 
which is in Christ, will readily acknowledge 
that the scheme of the gospel is exactly suited 
to its purpose. But be will go further. He- 
will confess that in whatsoever flights he may 
indulge his imagination, to whatsoever extent 
he may employ his speculative powers — it is 
utterly impossible for him to conceive any 
other scheme, or a scheme in any respect dif- 
ferent, which would be equally well adapted 
to the salvation of sinners. Well might the 
apostle Panl exclaim, " Though we or an an- 
gel from heaven preach any other gospel unto 
you, than that which we have preached unto, 
you, let him be accursed 1"' 

As it is impossible for us to devise any new 

plan for the salvation of sinners, which would 

bear the least comparison with that of the- 

,i Col. i, 8. 

,. :Xoo-;lc 
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gospel, so, in the third place, the Ncheme of 
redemptioa revealed to ub in Scripture, is it- 
self distinguished by many peculiar features 
which DO man, in bis own wisdom, could 
dther have invented or imagined. The in6nite 
mercy of God, the fall and corruption of roan, 
the influence of the Holy Ghost, and the spi- 
ritual glories of a future state, are all of them 
points which lie deeply hidden from the natu- 
ral man, and to which there is no probability 
thai his thoughts would ever have been directed. 
But our observation applies with still greater 
force to the incarnation and sacrifice of the 
Only-begotten Son of God— a doctrine not 
only original and absolutely singular, but far 
beyond the boundaries of man's conception. 
Yet this is the turning point of the whole sys- 
tem, on which its restoring and saving efficacy 
mainly depends. Under the love of God the 
Father, it IB the moving cause of our salvation 
T— the very spring of our hopes, our reforma- 
tion, and our happiness. 

Fourthly, altliougb extrinsic causes have 
hitherto prevented the universal diffusion of 
Christianity, our religion itself has no exclusive 
tendencies ; " in its scope, purpose, abd prac- 
tical operation, it is entirely and equally 
adapted to the whole human race."* 

All men are guilty — all condemned by the 
law — all diseased with Bin — all under the 
yoke of Satan. To all alike therefore is that 
rdigion suited', which provides for our pardon, 
otir deliverance, and our cure. But another 
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reason of the universal applicability of tha 
Bcheme of redemption, is the simplicity of the 
tenns on which it is offered to our accept- 
ance — " Believe and live." God gare nis 
only begotten Son that " whosoever believeth 
in him might have everlasting life."' " He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life."* " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shall be saved, and thy house."' 

That it is the duty of every man, as far as 
lies in his power, to examine the evidences of 
Christianity, and to mark and number the 
pillars which support the fabric of our faith, 
and that such a practice is of eminent use, 
both for the conviction of unbelievers and for 
the confirmation of Christians, is a truth 
which cannot be questioned. Nevertheless a 
practical belief of the gospel is usually found 
to rest on a far more simple ground. The 
Saviour is proposed to the sinner, and the 
sinner, when made sensible of his actual con- 
dition, will no more reject the Saviour, thaa 
a drowning man will refuse to lay hold on the 
arm which would draw him to the shore, and 
which is his only means of safety. 

He who has just views of the holiness of 
God and of his own sinfulness, and feels the 
depth of his need by nature, will imbibe the 
gospel as simply and eagerly as the new- 
bom babe its natural food ; and just in pro- 
portion as his heart and conduct are infln- 
enced, will his Understanding be opened to 
perceive the perfect fitness, and therefore the 

^ John ill, IG. A John tii, 3fi. ' AcU ivi, 31. 
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nnquestianable truth, of the Bcheme of re- 
demption. 

When we reflect on the sublimity of the 

principal doctrines of the Bible, we might 
.be tempted to suppose that none but the 
most intellectual of men would be capa- 
ble of embracing them. But Chiistianity, 
in its application to the understanding as 
well as to the heart, is evenly adapted to all 
men ; embracing in its comprehensive grasp 
of charity, the most simple and the most cul- 
tivated of our species. While, as it regards 
their mode and nature, her mysteries are far 
beyond the comprehension of any man — in 
their practical bearing, in their suitability to 
our need, in their saving efficacy, they are 
just as intelligible to the Indian convert, or 
to the illiterate peasant, as they are to the most 
profound and enlightened of philosophers. 

Now I conceive that nothing can more 
dearly evince the wisdom as well as goodness 
of its Author, than this distinguishing provi- 
sion. Were a vast and complex machine to 
be formed for some important temporal pur- 
pose universally interesting to men, although- 
it might be put together on scientific princi- 
ples, and display a matchless variety and 
combination of forces, foul would be the blot 
on the wisdom of its contriver, should much 
of art or science be requiied in applying it to 
its use. But when such a machine maybe 
brought to bear upon its purpose, with un- 
devJating success, by means of a simple han- 
dle whidt a child may turn, then indeed arc 
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we fully satisfied that ita maker understood 
his calling — then have we a perfect specimea 
of human ingenuity. 

To conclude— one of two altemativea is in- 
evitable. Either the religion of the Bible 
comes from God, and is therefore unquestion- 
ably and perfectly true ; or else this glorious 
system, so diversified in its parts, yet so sim- 
ple iu itsoperation, susceptible of no improve- 
ment even from the wisest of men, distin- 
guished by features far beyond the reach of 
human conception, and yet fitted to the ham- 
blest as well as to the highest capacities, uni- 
versally and perfectly adapted to the spiritual 
need of all men — is a forgery. 

A forgery invented ,by whom ? Not by per- 
sons of profound reasoning powers, belonging 
to some highly cultivated society, and skilled 
in all philosophy and learning ; but of a fev 
obscure, illiterate, Jewish fishermen ! 

Now it is surely no exaggeration to assert, 
that he who believes this latter alternative, 
has adopted the most preposterous of super- 
stitions. Notwithstanding his pride of intel- 
lect and all his boasted show of reason, the 
infidel must take his place among the most 
credulous and irrational of mankind. 
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To convince Ihe cold, deliberate unbelieveTi 
who has made up hia mind to prefer a &tbom' 
leas chaos to the beauty and order of revealed 
religion, I can scarcely venture to hope. In 
pity for the soul of such a man, I would pray 
God to put forth that pre-eminent work of 
grace, by which alone can be reclaimed the 
reckless speculator who tramples on the Son 
of God, despises the blood of his covenant, 
and contemns and derides the work of the 
Holy Spirit. 

liat many persons are to be met with in the 
present day who have been betrayed by a 
little knowledge^ into this depth of error, la a 
melancholy fact. May they be brought to re- 
pentance before that awful period arrives 
when they shall hear a voice saying — The 
day of your salvation is past for ever — " He 
which is filthy, let him be filthy still !"» 

< "II ii an Hisuied tiulh, snil a nincluElon of eipe- 
Tience, that ■ Little orjuperflcial knowledge of philosophy 
nay incline ibe mind' of mm to aiheiim, but » farther 
precttdiag dierein dolh bring the mind back again to re- 
ligion." — Lord Baam'i Jdconcrtnenl of Learning, p. 10, 
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But there is a much more numerous class of 
persous, who are not altogether insensible of 
the excellence of Christianity, but are, never- 
theless, prone to unbelief; and while they 
resist the invitations of divine mercy, shelter 
themselves under the pretext that no man u 
responsible for his creed. To such I would 
address myself, and beseech them to reflect, 
that while they are hesitating on the vei^e of 
Christianity, and weighing with nice scruples 
whether they will accept it or not, time is 
rapidly carrying them onwards to the judg- 
ment seat of their Creator. Except they turn 
to the Lord during their short remaining 
period of probation, they will there discover, 
when it shall be all too late, that this un- 
reasonable pretext will fail to afford them a 
moment's protection from the fatal conse- 
quences of sin. 

"Hieir case is not to he confounded with that 
of the uninstnicted heathen, who have never 
heard the truth. To these, the gospel has 
been preached ; it is written in the book of 
God for their instruction ; and if they reject 
it, they do so at their peril. 

On this subject, the Scriptuies themselves 
supply us with a clear illustration. The 
Israelites, for their murmuring against God, 
are punished with fiery serpents, under the 
influence of whose poisonous bite they lie 
dying in the wilderness. Moses, by the com- 
mand of his Almighty leader, lifts up a brazen 
serpent on a pole, and proclaims the proinisB. 
of Jehovah " that every one that is bitten. 
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when he looketh upon it, shall live."' To 
look upon the serpent in reliance on the pro- 
mise of Ood, and in obedience to his com- 
mand, is an act of faith ; and as many of 
the people as perfonn this act are healed of 
their vounds. 

But we can easily suppose the case of an un- 
believing Israelite, who should aver that his 
wound was by no means mortal ; and even 
supposing it to be so, that it could not, in the 
nature of things, be affected by his looking on 
a serpent of brass — that such a mode of heal- 
ing was unintelligible, and therefore incredi- 
ble. The result is obvious. He turns his 
head away from an object which is a mere of- 
fence to him ; the poison performs its office 
■without interruption, and in a few short mo- 
ments he is numbered with the dead. 

Now we are all wounded by the devil — the 
serpent who deceived our first parents, and the 
natBTal, necessary, consequence of sin — the 
poison which he has injected — is the death 
of the soul. God beholds us in our desperate 
condition, and in his infinite compassion pro- 
vides us with a remedy. The Son of man is 
lifted up on the cross, and the proclamation 
goes forth on divine authority to a world of 
sinners — Believe and live. The Christian 
obeys, and is healed ; but what says the 
unbeliever? " Your gospel to me is foolish- 
ness ; for in the first place, I am not, as you 
uncharitably pretend, a sinner ; and secondly, 
if I were so, what possible connexion can there 
I Kumb. xii, 4—9 Comp. John iij, 14, IS. 
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bei between the crucifixion of Jesus, and the 
forgiveness of my tranagresBiong ? Such a 
system does not accord with my notions, either 
of wisdom or rectitude, and I cannot be re- 
sponsible for not believing a doctrine which it 
is impossible for me to understand." Thus, in 
the pride and folly of his heart, he rejects the 
appointed remedy — the only possible means 
of his recovery. And what is the conse- 
quence'? Sin and Satan work their own way 
without impediment. He dies, and dies for 

To walk by faith and not by sight, is in 
various respects, the lot of humanity — a pro- 
vision wrought into thewhole constitution and 
order of Providence — the rule by which we 
act, in a countless multitude of the occasions 
and exigencies of life. Since then we know 
it to be an appointment of every day's expe- 
rience, it is absurd to object to it in matters 
of religion. In spite oC all our cavils, that 
great principle of godliness remains unaltered 
and unalterable — " ITie just shall live by 

FAITH." 

But not only has God graciously proposed 
his truth to us. He has accompanied the re- 
velation of it with indubitable vouchers of its 
divine origin. What sceptic will dare to pre- 
tend, that he is not morally responsible for an 
examination of these vouchers ? Christianity 
is fraught with tidings of such unutterable im- 
portance, and is distinguished, even at first 
xight, by such broad marks of truth, that a 
doubter 4b bound by the most obvious moral 
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principles, to investigate the grounds on which 
it claims out credence. 

Bishop Butler has justly remarked, that 
" the same character, the same inward prin- 
ciple which, after a man is convinced of 
the truth of religion, renders him obedient 
to the precepts of it, would, were he not ^ 
thus convinced, set him about an examina- 
tion of it;'' and that "inattention, negli- 
gence, want of all serious concern about a 
matter of $ftcb a nature, and such importance, 
when offered to men's consideration is, before 
a distinct conviction of its truth, as real imma- 
ral depravity aiid diisoluteneai, as negUct 
of reliifioug practice after such conmclion."^ 
Disobedience to the law in the one case, 
and neglect of evidence in the other, equally 
constitute punishable guilt. 

Bnt we are morally responsible, not only 
for examining the evidences of Christianity, 
but also for conducting our inquiry in a right 
spirit — with calmness and impartiality, with 
zeal and industry, and above all, with deepde- 
pendenceonGod and earnest prayer. The pride 
of our hearts must be abased, and truth, how- 
ever humbling, must be permitted to eiiercise 
its gen<fine influence over our minds. If our 
' prejudice or vanity obstructs its progress, we 
are condemned as tran^essors and must 
abide by the consequence. 

But a man may plead inability to pursue 
an enlarged inquiry into this atl-important , 
subject. Then let him confine his attention 

t See Buller'i Anslo^, Part II. Chap. VI. 
Q 2 
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to the Scriptures themselves ; for the intenitil 
marks of their divine origin cannot be mistak- 
en ; they are numerous, palpable, overpow- 
ering. Let him give himself up to the prac- 
lical efficacy of the principles unfolded in 
Scripture ; and the comparison of his own 
experience with the contents of that sacred 
volume, will soon furnish him with irresistible 
evidence that it is the book of God. 

A class of persons is indeed sometimes to 
be met with, who are at once desirous to be- 
lieve the truths of Christianity, and prone to 
doubt them. While such persons are objects 
of sincere sympathy, they ought nevertheless 
to be clearly informed, that to continue in 
such a conditioa of mind, is extremely dan- 
gerous; and if a cure for it be at hand, and yet 
be neglected, they are morally guilty in the 
sight of God. Now such a cure may unques- 
tionably be found in the patient, daily, investi- 
|-ation of Scripture, with supplication and 
prayer. Christ unfolds himself to us in the 
Scriptures ; and at the same time, he knocks 
at the door of our hearts by his Spirit. If 
we open the door and receive the heavenly 
guest, he will soon display his beauty and 
glory to our mental vision. We shall behold 
him in his divine majesty, in his boundless 
power, in his matchless condescension, in his 
perfect fitness to all our need, and we shall 
no longer be able to doubt, that he is God, 
otir Saviour. 

It is never to be forgotten, that the guilt of 
unbelief b inBnitely heightened, by the worth 
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and dignity of Him, who is proposed to us in 
the ^spel, aa the object of our faitli. " He 
that believeth not is condemned already, be- 
cause he hath not believed in the name of the 
Onlt begotten Son oe God." ' To reject 
so glorious a Redeemer, because of that garb 
of humiliation, which he has assumed in pity 
to ourselves — to meet him at his coming, with 
cold, contemptuous, infidelity, or even with 
unworthy doubts and scruples — is folly and 
ingratitude indeed ! 

Here I would venture to warn the younf^ 
ciasa of my readers, against the insmuating 
nature and progressive influence of unbelief; 
and to beseech them, as they value their 
immortal eouls, to guard with jealous care 
B^nst its_/frs( arising. 

Unbelief is frequently occasioned in the' 
first instance, by our not marking with sufR- 
cient precision, the boundary line between rea- 
»o« a.nA faith, in matters of religion. When 
■we prove from abundant testimony, and from 
the effects which they have produced in the 
world, the reality of the Christian miracles ; 
when we show that these miracles being real, 
afford indubitable evidence that Christianity 
comes from God ; when we plead the ever 
germinant fulfilment of prophecy ; * and 
SJohniii, 18. 

* " Allonlng nercTthdeii thM laliladc which is agree- 
able and ramiliar unio diiine propheciei, being of Ibe na- 
ture or their nuihor,' with wham a thoiuandyean are but 
u one day, and tliereftre are not fitlfilied punotuallif at 
once, but have springing and germnani accomplishment 
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when, to complete our argument, we display 
the holiness and fitness of the whole scheme 
of levealed religion, — we make our appeal to 
the reason of those to whom we address our- 
selves ; and our only request is, that in hum- 
ble depeDtlence on the Supreme Author of 
reason, they will bring this noble faculty 
into full and diligent exercise. We are quite 
sure that if they examine the subject with 
sufficient care and comprehensiveness, they 
cannot fail to be convinced by evidences, which 
may be made clear even to the uninstructed 
mind; but which, nevertheless, have satisfied 
the profound understandings of Bacon, Locke, 
fioyle, and Newton. 

And secondly, when we open the volume of 
Scripture, and propose that interpretation of 
its contents — especially of its more mysterious 
parts — which is demanded by the plain laws of 
criticism — laws which good sense has estab- 
lished, and which are familiar to every scho- 
lar — we again appeal to enlightened rea- 
son ; and we beseech our readers or hearers 
to exercise it with a perfect impartiality 
and with deep deliberation — still, however, in 
reverent dependence on Him, who gave the 
Scriptures forth. 

But having gone thus far, we are brought 
to the line which reason may not pass, and it 
becomes onr reasonable duty, to accept the 
doctrines of revelation with the faith of the 
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little child. Our reaeoning powers must. here 
take their reiit, for they cannot compass the 
deep things of God, and " iaapired theolo- 
gy," as Lord Bacon admirably observes, is the 
" haven and sabbath of all man's contem- 
plations." ' 

Could it indeed be shewn that any of the 
doctiines of Christianity are contrary to rea- 
son — in other words could they be disproved 
— we should then be compelled, not only to 
confess thera false, but to renounce the reli- 
gion to which they belong. But the fact that 
they are above reason, is so far from afford- 
ing the least objection to these doctrines, that 
it tends only to confirm their truth ; fot since 
they form part of the counsels, or relate to 
the nature, of an infinite and incomprehensi- 
ble Being, this fact is exactly such, as any 
man of plain sense would have anticipated. ^ 
Who does not know that there are ten thou- 
sand secrets in the book of nature, which rea- 
son cannot fathom ? And who ought to feel 
the least degree of surprise or disquietude, in 
finding that there are some such secrets also, 
in the economy of grace ? " the depth of 
the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 

i Adv. of Leam. |>. 9S. 
< The prerogalive of God eileodeth is nell lo tfae rea- 
■on, at to the will of roan ; lo that ai we are to obey hii 
lav, though we find e, rcluctation in our will ; lo we are 
to believe his word, though we find a Teluctation In Dm 
Teaton. For if we believe only that which is agreeable 
to our sense, we giie consent to the matter and not to Ihe 
author, which is no more than we would do tonardj u 
suspMted and discredited witness. Id. p. 221. 
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of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, 

and his wajs peist finding out, ! " ' 

But mark the pro|;res8 of unbeUef, The 
man who fails to perceive the distinction be- 
tween the province of reason and that of faith, 
and between things contrary to reason, and 
things above it, speculates on the mysterious 
doctrittea of Christiaoity, and refuses to be- 
lieve what he cannot comprehend. And what 
is his next downward step ? Siace doctrines, 
plain in their practical application, but in 
Other respects far beyond tke reach of man's 
comprikeTtsion, are clearly declared in Scrip- 
ture, and are interwoven with the whole tex- 
ture of the book, the sceptic who refuses to 
accept them, finds his belief in the inspiration, 
and even in the authenticity, of the sacred 
volume gradually undermined; and in spite 
of abundant and conclusive evidence to the 
contrary — that is to say, in direct opposition 
to the dictates of reason — he at length per- 
suades himself that the Bible is a foi^ry, and 
Christianity a table. 

The doubter is now thrown back on natural 
religion, and openly assumes the name of 
deist t but his deism is soon discovered to be 
only a name ; for since our most important 
knowledge of the Supreme Being is derived 
from the Bible — since the natural arguments, 
even for the existence of God, shine in our 
understandings, chiefly by the light reflected 
on them from the Scriptirres — the man who 
rejects his Bible, very easily falls into a fut- 
T Rom. xi, 33. 

,. . . Coo-;lc 
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tber depth of infidelity, and before very Ion?, 
rejecta hisCreator. Now " the fool hath said 
in his heart there is no God ; " and therefore 
BO tnorat obligation, no restraint on liceatious- 
aess, no fixed principle of action ! How tre- 
mendouB is the consequence I — rebellion 
af^ainst God and man, wickedness of every 
description, midnight darkness instead of 
noonday light, and finally the dismal horrors 
of eternal death. 

If the evidences of Christianity he not con- 
sidered valid, those of any other religion adopt- 
ed amongst men, must certainly be regarded 
as unwoTthy even of notice. Let the young 
reader therefore call to mind, that the alter- 
native does not lie between Christianity and 
any otiier system of theology, but between 
Christianity and nothing ; or rather between 
Christianity and inextricable wretchedness, 
misery, and confusion, llnder a just sense 
of so terrible an alternative, let him humble 
himself in the s^ht of God, and pray to be 
preserved even from the smallest and earliest 
suggestions of " the evil heart of unbeUef." 

But there is a shorter road to infidelity than 
that which we have now described — that ia, 
(tn. jt_man may indulge in extreme licon- 
tiouanS?, and practise a thousand horrible 
barbarities, and yet be a faithiiil disciple of 
Mahomet, la order to be a consistent fol- 
lower (^■'Budha or Bramah, he must break 
^e law of God, in a fearful and murderous 
manner. But no man can lead a life of sin, 
and be a disciple of Christ, or even long con- 
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tiDue to believe in Christianity. For in the 
iint place, the habitual trans^essor of the 
iaw, naturally pacifiea his conscience by per- 
suading him aelf that there is no law; ana he 
loves " darkness rather thftn light," because 
his deeds are " evil."^ And secondly, by a 
judicial decree of Providence, it is the perpet- 
ual tendency of sin to harden the heart of 
man, and to stop his ear and close his eye 
in unbelief. Again, infidelity reacts upon 
our sinAil propensities, and never fails to im- 
part to them a double vivacity and firmness. 

On the contrary, Christianity and virtue 
are inseparable allies, and helpers of each 
other. As the religion of Christ leads direct- 
ly to a life of righteousness, so a Ufe of right- 
eousness is ever found to brighten and en- 
large our views of divine truth, and to confirm 
our faith in the Saviour of mankind. They 
who are obedient to the light which they 
already enjoy, shall be made partakers of 
more light. They who " do the will " of the 
Father, shall not only believe in the doctrine 
of the Son ; they shall know from their own 
e that it is indeed "of God."' 



B John m, 10. 
B John Tii. IT. Thus an we brou^t back at lut to 

(hat fint principle fcom nhich our whole argument hai 
iprung — B principle of irresistible force and cenainl; in 
madera pertaining to religion — that "^hatia aooD, ia 
lacB." "In general and in ram," »;) Lord Bacon, 
" certain It is that Benfoi and boniloj difl^r but as the 
seal and the print I for truth printa goodneas; and they 
be the clouds of error which descend in the storms of 
passions and peKurbstions." — Adt, i^ Ltam. p. GS. 
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I cannot satisfactorily conclude these re- 
marks without addressing a few sentences first, 
to merely nominal Christians, and secondly, 
to the more serious and deTOtional professora 
of our holy rel^;ioa. 

I. It is an affectbg proof of the corruption 
of the human heart, and of the power of him 
who is described as the " father of lies," that 
so lai^ a proportion of persons who profess 
Christianity are, nevertheless, living ai if it 
toere false. They are conformed to the spirit 
of the world, and not only is the greater part 
of their time consumed in the pursuit of 
wealth, or in frivolous amusements, but their 
hearts are so filled with these objects, that the 
love of God has no place in them. Or if God 
and the things of his kingdom occationally 
occupy their thoughts and feelings, the world 
is their principal delight; they are "double- 
minded," — divided between two— and, there- 
' fore, with respect to religion, " unstable in all 
their ways." ' 

Such a condition is one of practical in- 
fidelity ; for although the worldling, if he 
thinks at all of religion, probably thinks of 
it as true, yet he is destitute of that vital 
" faith which worketh by love;" and incon- 
sequence, he is perpetually found to belie his 
own profession. He conducts himself as if eter- 
nity were a passing hour, and as if the present 
day were to last for ever. 

In appealing to this numerous class of per- 
sons, I would beseech them, " by the mercies 
I Jama i, 8. - 

...... ■Xoo-;lc 
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of God," to pause in their cateer of careleu- 
nesR, asd to reflect on the unutterable tmpor' 
tance oi the religion which they profess. If 
Christianity is true, (and tiue we know it to 
be), it is every thing. So vast are its doc- 
trines, BO high its stiiudard of action, so over- 
vhelmiog the dangers, so glorious the hopes, 
which it unfolds, that nothing can satisfy ita 
just demands, short of a full devotion ot onr 
faculties to the work of our soul's saWatioD. 
By the most sacred of obligations, we are 
bound to fix our primary affections on God 
our Father, whosi; love is the fountain of all 
our happiness ; and since we are not " oar 
own," but " bought with a price," it is our 
unquestionable duty, no longer to live unio 
ourselves, but "unto him who died for us and 
rose again." ^ 

True indeed it is, that to take up our d«ly 
cross and follow Christ, is difficult and painful 
to the natural man ; for it costs us an uncon- 
ditional surrender of 'OUT secret faults, and 
of many of our favourite habits of tliinking and 
acting. But Jesus has commanded us to 
pluck out the offending right eye, or to cut 
off the ofiendiag right hand, and to cast 
it from us ; because it is " profitable " for 
us, that "one" of our "members should 
perish," and not that our " whole twdy should 
be, cast into hell." * And let it be remembered, 
that the grace of Christ is sufficient for us — 
that if we freely open our hearts to him, he 
will so change our feelings by the influence 
1 2Cot. V, IS. 3 Matt. ¥,S9, 30. 

. ,V>.|c 



of his Spirit, that ve shiill account his yoke 
COST, his burthen light, and his croas our 
highest ba^piness. 

And what will be the practical, result? 
Firati an atntineoce from all things unlawful ; 
seccMidW,' Buch a pumuit of thiti!i;9 lawful as 
if eomplet«|y Bubordioate t(> the higher pur- 
peaes o( oar ^ing; nad thirdly, the cordiitV 
deT«tioik of all. the talents bestowed on in 
Wt the aqrvice and glory of God- 

The necessity of a decided minff io reli^ov 
is awiTully- inanifested by iha fact, that in the 
descriptions given by «nr Lord and his apos^ 
ties of the day of judgment, no middle state is 
recognized. All men will then 6nd their place 
eitkeT'On. thp. right handior on the left hand of 
their Judge, and will finally discover that they 
are the heiis either of the blessing or of the 
curse. Is there not abundant reason to feai, 
tint except he now repent,- the man who weakly 
divides his aiTectious between God and the 
world, and rests ctntented witii only a littU 
religioB, mil then be numbered among tbe- 
": unprofitable " servants ? 

Independently, howerer, of this appalling 
consideration, the signs of the present times 

{leculiarly demand decition in matters of re- 
igion. The pe^rs of light mi darkness 
ace, in a very conspicuous manner, arrayed 
against each other. Infidelity and iniquity are 
Uftingup their heads on high, and gathering 
their fbcces together ; and, on the other, handy . 
sciiptuial religion is giaduajly diffusing itself 
among men. If we continue in that divided 
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Tniod which is ever marked by weakness and 
instability, we now appear to be is greater 
danger than ever, of being carried away captive 
by tiid influence of the wicked. But if we give 
up all for Christ, and win the Saviour for our- 
selves, nothing will eventually harm us. Our 
canse is righteous, and though our numbers 
may not be large, our Captain is unconquer- 
able. May both the writer and the reader of 
these pages be found, in every day of darkness 
and dispute, clearly ranged on the side of 
Christ — under the peaceful yet all- prevailing 
banner of the Holy One of Israel ! 

II. To the more serious and decided pro- 
fessors of Christianity I address myself under 
feelings of peculiar diffidence; but I trust I 
may be permitted briefly to allude to some of 
the dangers with which the church of Christ 
appears to be surrounded. 

Were I asked what I deem to be the most 
common temptation to which, in the present 
day peculiarly, Christians are exposed, I 
should be.' inclined to reply — the substitution 
of strong opinion for that deeply felt religious' 
principles by which alone the mind can be 
preserved in tenderness, humility, and love to 
God and man. The importance of sound 
and orthodox views of Christianity cannot 
indeed be too highly estimated ; because it is 
our bounden duty to believe the truths which 
our Heavenly Father condescends to reveal to 
us; and because it is chiefly through the 
medium of these views, that the heart of the 
believer is rightly affected towards God. 
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' Nevertheless experience amply proves that 
the theory of reli^ou may be embraced, and 
may even assume in the mind a very definite 
shape — ^with an outline perhaps somewhat 
more marked and rigid Uiaii Scripture war- 
rants — while all that is pracUcal and lovely in 
the character of the Christian continues at a 
low ebb. It is the frequent device of Satan 
to transplant the religion of the believer from 
the heart to the head ; and this device is one 
with which our corrupt nature is ever prone 
to co-operate. For it is inhnitely more easy 
to think and talk correctly on religious sub- 
jects, than to cultivate a dem sense of our 
own vtleness, to submit to the neart-searchin^ 
operation of the Holy Spirit, and to walk in 
the narrow path of self-denial. 

Hence it sometimes happens that a high 
. religious profession is blemished by a con- 
formity to the world — by self-indulgence— 
by " covetousness which is idolatry" — and 
above all by a hot and unsubdued temper. 
Even when engaged in defending the great 
doctrines of the Gospel, Christians are some- 
dmes tempted to lay aside that meek and 
quiet spirit which becomes their profession, 
and in the place of earnest, faithful, appeals 
to tlvose whose faith in Christ is defective, to 
make use of oifensive names and eontemptu- 
ouB accnsations. 

That all these infractions of the spirit of 
Christianity are extremely nnlavourable to its 
progress in the world, is a point which admits 
of no question ; for there is probably nothing 
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irhidi luus a itnnger te&dency to Anoourage 
tke prevalence of infidelity, than the nrioia 
tnconnstencies (rf believen. Far indeed aal 
inmt iiMmuating tkat the ^neraUry of eeiions 
CbristiaiiB do not bring .forth much — reiy 
much— of tke fruit of lightcoiuneas — ^uMgfa 
to afford an evidence that' their tdigiM it df 
dirine origin.- But mightire mot add atreogdi 
and ckaj-becs to this eridence by aiming at & 
higher standard in nur conduct Bod conver- 
aation? Ought not onr light to thine inth:« 
^reaterdegreeofpuritrandbrightneH? Ought 
we not to " adorn the- dootiifie o£ God oBr 
Saviour in ali tiixgtl" Ought we not to 
" be blawieleig and harmleu, the sons of 
God without rebuhe, in the midHt of a crooked 
and pervene natmn?" 

That opItHODative mind, however,' vhidi 
sometimei uiurps tbe place of priiK^e, 
with respect to the easeBtialB of Chnttianity, 
is chiefly prone to fix itself on points whidt 
are n on' essential and doubtful. Many such 
points are treated of in the present dayj am 
]f they were juit as certain, and ahnoat as 
vital, as tbe truth thai Grod exists; avd as 
tbe cardinal, saving, doctrines of the gOBpe). 

In making this remark I do not so much 
refer to matters connected with modes of 
worship and church government, as toqaas- 
tiouB on which, independently of all sectarian 
classification, uidivtiduttU are found to enter' 
tain very different sentimenti. Such questions, 
for example, are the nature and chancier of 
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tike MiUenniuiB — its neKr or-diitant a^fmw^ 
— ^fl coBtiau&nce of iKtcalous ^fts in tbe 
citurch — tke outward and personal reign of 
tlie MeBsiah — aad tht probable p^iiod of '4m 
oowing. 

' Wlmtsoever we nay think on these ud 
•imilai subjects, we ought nurely tfr exeicisea 
b«lj vBtchfalDeRB'that ve amf aerer em^e- 
ttite their importoBce, or anfTer onr minds to 
be filled with tbem, to the exolasion of imli*- 
peasable truth aa well as of practjca) godK- 
neu. If we would experience preserratioD 
tnm "Such a dtager, :we' mutt dwell in 
InioilUy before God, find. seek the rectifying 
uAuence of the Hcdy Spirit, who, while He 
teaches us to vtdue every part of dime truth, 
will sever fail ta uofold itto our understand- 
ings, and irepreiB k on our hearts, in itsyaM 
and wialterable yrt^OT-fTwit.' 

WteB ' those -questions m idigion wUch 
are not esBential, Btawnc in our winds tm 
Bodue magnitude and certainty -^ vh^er 
tker be the- distincticiBs of sede, or oilly of 
individuals — the frequent consequence is a 
harsh judgment of our brathren, and « breach 
of that love and cluuity which ought always 
to bind together t^ meidben of tbe militant 
cbunji. Never, perhaps, was there a .period, 
wbea the eshortwtion of Paul was more sea- 
sonable thaa in the present day. " I there- 
fore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you 
that ye walk worthy of the vocation where- 
with ye are called, with all lowliness and 
fiKeknei3,yiitiili»igtuffering,/orbearm0Oae 
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another in love, endeaTOuring to keep the 

unitif of the ^rit in the bond of peace."* 

Let ws remember that Christ is even now 
our almighty and ever present King, who 
rules over his children by his Spirit; and 
that as we obey its dictates ve shall learn to 
imitate the example of Jesus himself. Nov 
charity, brotherly love, and kutnility, are 
the virtues, in reference to which, above all 
others, this perfect pattern is proposed to us 
in Scripture. " This is my commandment that 
ye love one another, as I have loved you." ^ 
" If I then your Lord and Master have washed 
your ieet, ye also ought to wash one another's 
feet. For I have given yon an example, that 
ye should do as I have done to you."* " Now 
the God of patience and consolation grant yon 
to be like minded one toward another accord- 
ing to (or af^r the example c^) Christ JesuB.**' 
" Let nothing be done through strife or vaia 
glory, but in lowliness of mind, let each e»- 
teem -other better than themselves ; let thit 
mind be in you, which wat also in Christ 
Jeeus," &c.* 

The principles which are common to all 
sound and devotional Christians, are of infi- 
nite strength and efficacy — amply sufficient to 
unite in holy fellowship, multitudes who en- 
tertain very different opinions on subordinate 
questions m religion. In this union, under 

iEpli.iT, 1—3. 

9 John IT, IS. » John ilii, 14, IS. 

' Rom. IT, 5. 

apbiLU, S_S. Comp. ] Per. ii, 10, SI. 
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the providence and grace of God, lies tUe 
strength of our cause. May it never be sever- 
ed I And may the happy period be hastened 
when pure and pTimitive Chnstianity shall 
abound in the world, and reign triumphant 
in the hearts of all men t 



THE- END. 
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